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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, EL17AH B. BENBOW,& ..

citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Adjustable Man-
tels, of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
adjustable mantels, the invention being par-
ticularly applicable to mantels made of wood,
and 1its object being to provide at moderate

cost a simply and durably constructed mantel

made up of parts so formed and put together
as to be susceptible of ready adjustment as
to width, so that the same mantel may by
slight changes be made to fit a chimney-
breast of any ordinary width. Chimney-
breasts may of course beof any desired width;
but in dwelling houses in which stock man-
tels are usually set the breasts are rarely less
than four feet six inches wide or more than
five feet six inches. |

In the drawings forming part of this ap-
plication I show a mantel drawn to a scale
and, as shown, adapted to be fitted to a chim-
ney-breast of any width within the limits

mentioned, and the manner in which this ad-

justment is provided for is illustrated in said
drawings and described herein. -
" In the drawings referred to, Figure 1 is a
front elevation of a mantel embodying my
improvements, the mantel being set against
a chimney - breast and parts being broken
away to show the form of other underlying
parts. Iig. 2 1s a central vertical section of
the mantel through the line x 2, Fig. 1. Fig.
3 18 a horizontal section through the line v 4,
ifig. 1, certain parts being shown in top plan.
Iig. 4 18 a horizontal section through the line
z z, Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a horizontal section
through the line m m, Fig.1. Fig. 6isa hori-
zontal section through the line y v, Fig. 1;
section through the
line m m, Fig. 1. | |
Kigs. 1, 2, 8, 4, and 5 illustrate the relative
positions of various parts of the mantel when
so assembled as to give the mantel its great-

- est possible width, and Figs. 6 and 7 illus-

trate the relations of the parts when so ad-
justed as to give the mantel its least width.
In the views, A is the face of a wall of or-

| breast, of any desired width and having any

desired projection from the face of the wall.

‘The usual fireplace-opening is formed in the

central lower portion of the breast and has
above it and on both sides of it a projecting
supplemental wall a, of brick or other mason

work, adapted and intended to receive the

projecting central frame of the mantel, and
also to form a backing for suitable orna-
mental tiling T, which is fastened to the brick-
work and forms a border for the fireplace-
opening, the inner margin of the tiling being
ordinarily finished by a metal frame T of
any suitable design. The central frame of
the mantel just referred to consists of two
jambs B, of such width as to project slightly in
front of the tiling and to extend back almost
to the face of the chimney-breast, a mantel-

| shelf C resting on the jambs and projecting a

suitable distance in front of the front edges
thereof and a vertical facing D D’ fastened to
the jambs and the mantel-shelf and overlap-
ping theouter edges of the tilingat the top and
sides of the fireplace-opening. This central
frame incloses the supplemental brickworlk
a and forms the central and non-adjustable
portion of the mantel. It needs no adjust-
ment, since mantels of every design are usu-

ally built to receive some definite number of

square tiles and are designated in the trade

-as to size in accordance with the number of

tiles theyare somade to receive. 1Thus,for in-
stance, the mantel shown in Ifig. 1 1s repre-
sented as accommodating a fireplace-border
of seventeen tiles and would be spoken of in
the tradeas a mantelhaving a “seventeen-tile
opening.”’ - - -
Immediately over the center of the ceniral
frame thus deseribed and securely fastened
toitis whatiscalled the “over-mantel,” which
1s made upof two jambs or brackets K, a shelf
C’, joining the jambs, and a suitable facing
lying within the rectangle thus formed, this
facing being ordinarily made up of a frame
F and a central panel G, lying within the
frame and formed of wood or, as shown in
the drawings, of plate-glass.
tends back to the face of the chimney-breast
and 18 usually surmounted by a paper-rail f;
resting on the shelf and against the chimney-
breast. With the exception of the shelf C’

dinary construction, and A’ is the chimney- | and the paper-rail £ all the parts of the cen-

The shelf C" ex-
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tral frame and the over-mantel are separated | back of the mantel, its width may be lessened

fromthefaceof the chimney-breast by aspace | by unserewing the back pieces H H and mov-

‘sufficient to receive a back made up of two

parts H H, the outer edge of each of the parts
H H being, preferably, a vertical straightline
and theinneredgebeingcutaway,asindicated
in Kig. 1, so astoconform substantially to the
outline of the central mantel-frame and over-
mantel. In other words, the inner edge of
each of the back pieces H H is of such out-
liné that when adjusted tothe position shown
in Fig. 1 it lies immediately back of the cor-
responding jamb B of the central mantel-
frame, the corresponding jamb E of the over-

‘mantel, and the mantel-shelf . Before the

finished mantel is shipped from the place of
manufacture the back pieces H Hare secured
in place in the positionsindicated in Fig. 1 by
screwing the inner edges of the back pieces

to the rear edges of the central mantel-frame |

and over-mantel, and in the mantel shown

in IFigs. 1 to 5 the back pieces are fastened |

1n place in the manner described, the width

25

of the back from outside to outside of the |

two back pieces, according to the scale of the
drawu}gs, being four feet and ten inches. At
each side of the back thus formed is placed

- a supplemental strip or wall-plate I, which,

30

35

4.0

~corresponding wall-plate and pilaster.

three inches wide and separated from the cor-
responding back piece by a space of an inch,
this space being covered by a pilaster K, fas-
tened to the wall-plate I and back piece H by
screws 1nserted from the back. The wall-

plates I and pilasters K extend upward from |

the bottom of the mantel to a point about
midway between the mantel-shelf and the
shelf C” of the over-mantel, and immediately
above each wall-plate and pilaster is a short
shelf C* fastened to the corresponding back
piece H and covering the upper ends of the
KEach

— of the shelves C?is preferably of such length

as to reach from the corresponding jamb of

the chimney-breast when the mantel is ex-
tended, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3; but when
the mantel is adjusted to its narrowest limit,

~ as shown in Figs.6 and 7,each of the shelves

RO

may project outward beyond the chimney-

breasi at one end and inward beyond the

jamb of the over-mantel at the other end, the

~ Icner rear corner of each of the shelves be-
- Ing formed with a notch n, Fig. 3, to permit

- 55

- 60

inward movement of the shelf.

In practice I send out the mantel set up, as
shown in Figs. 1 to 5, except that the wall-
plates I and pilasters K are not fastened in
position, the mantel thus put together being,
according to the secale of the drawings, four
feet ten inches wide.
sired to place this mantel in position on a

- breast of exactly the same width no adjust-

ment of the parts of the mantel is required,
but it may be simply fastened in place in the
manner common in setfing such mantels. If

-, as hereinbefore described.

Of course if it be de-

used.

ing them inward equal distances until the
back is of proper width, when the back pieces
are secured in place by screwing them to the
rear edges of the jambs B E and mantel-shelt

adjustment of each of the back pieces Has 1
have made them in practice and as they are

The limit of

7€

75

shown in the drawings is two inches, and if

the back pieces be moved inward to the posi-
tion shown in Figs. 6 and 7 the entire back
will have a width of four feet six inches.

‘When the back pieces are thus adjusted, the

inner edge of each of the back pieces will
project inward beyond the corresponding up-

per and lower jambs E B, as shown in Ifigs.

6 and 7, respectively. This projection of the
inner edge of the upper part of each of the
back pieces is immaterial and may in all cases

be allowed to remain, as it can cause no incon-

venience. The projection of the inner edge

~of the lower part of each back piece beyond
the jamb B, as shown in Fig. 7, will extend
“behind the supplemental brickwork a at the
side of the fireplace - opening and form an
anchor, preventing the removalof the mantel,
and as thismay be objectionable I have found
according to the scale of the drawings, is | it preferable in practice to kerf the projecting
~edge of the lower part of each of the back
pieces and break or hew it away after the ad-
justment is made, in order that the mantel,
‘after being in position, may be readily re-
moved, i1f desired. | |
As I have already set forth, the adjustment
‘of the back pieces H H provides for a mantel
of any width from four feet six inches to four
feet ten inches, and the adjustment to any
‘width from fourfeet ten inches to five feet six
-inches is acecomplished by means of the addi- -
‘tion of the wall-plates and the covering of the
-joint between the wall-plates and the back
pieces with the pilasters K.
which. this additional width may be secured
the over-mantel to the corresponding edge of |

The manner in

is so evident that it need not be desceribed in

‘detall, and I think it is sufficiently clear fromn
.theforegoing description and explanation that
by utilizing the adjustment of the back pieces,

in combination with the wall-plates and pilas-
ters, any width between the limits mentioned
may be secured. .

By means of the invention thus set forth

‘and described a mantel of any given design
~may be put in place by any ordinary me-
chanic upon a chimney-breast having any
-width within the limits of adjustment of the

mantel, and when the mantel i3 in place 1t

~will be 1n every way as symmetrical in out-
line and as perfect in finish as if it had been

specially built for the situation in which it is
This 1s a material advantage in con-
structions of this class, and it is attained
without the sacrifice of beauty of proportion

or perfection of finish and without any addi-
tion to the cost of the mantel itself or any

material increase of the labor of putting it

‘the breast be narrower than the width of the | in place.
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Having now descrlbed and explained my | dﬂ'es thereof andpllastels coverlng the space

mventmn what Iclaim as new, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In an adjustable mantel the combina-
, tlon, with a central frame havmn' a fireplace-

opening and an over-mantel above the cen- .
tral frame, of separate back pieces havingin-

ner edﬂ'es adapted to lie behind the outer

edges of the central frame and over-mantel

,a,nd to be symmetrically adjusted with ref-
erence to the central line of the mantel and
to be fastened to said central frame and over-

mantel, substantially as and for the purpose

set forth.

2. The combination, with. the central frame
made up of the Jambs B B, mantel-shelf C,
and facing D D’, of the over- mantel above the
central frame, havmﬂ' Jjambs E E, and the
back pieces IL I, havmn' inner edﬂ'es COon-
forming %ubstantmlly to the outlme of the

central framme and over- mantel, said back

pieces being adapted to be symmetueally ad-

justed with reference to the central frame

and over-mantel and to be secured to the rear
, edges of the jambs B B E E and mantel-shelf
C, subst&ntlally as shown and described. -
8. In an adjustable mantel, the combina-
tion, with a central frame hdﬂi"ll]ﬂ' a fireplace-
-opeumﬂ' and an over-mantel restlncr on the
frame, of back pieces whose inner edﬂ'es lie
behind the central frame and ovel-mantel and
are fastened thereto, wall-plates lying in the

plane of the baek pieces and beside theouter |

between said wall-plates and back pieces,
substantially as shown and deseribed.
4. In an adjustable mantel, the combina-

tion, with a central frame havmﬂ* a fireplace-

opening, an over -mantel resting on the central
frame, back pieces having their inner edges
behmd and fastened to the oufer edges of
the central frame and over-mantel, wall-plates
lying in the plane of the back pieees and be-
side the outer edges thereof, and pilasters
covering the spaces between
and back pieces and permitting necessary
variation of said spaces, of shelves fastened
to said back pieces and covering the upper
ends of said wall-plates and pll&Stelb, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

5. The combination, with the central f1 ame .
pieces H H, the
pilasters K K, and the

and over-mantel, of the back
wall-plates I T, the
shelves C? C%, fastened to the back pieces and
covering the upper ends of the wall-plates
and pilasters, said shelves being formed at
their inner rear angles with notches n,adapt-
ed to pass over the outer edges of the: over-
mantel, and thereby to permlt adjustment of
the back pieces, substantially as shown and
described. ~

ELIJAH B. BENBOW.

Witnesses:
C. P. SMITH,
CHARLES 0. bHERVEY
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