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"HOUSE LETTER-BOX.

—rr . —

-—

SPECIFICATIOI\T forming part of Letters Patent No. 482,292, dated September 6, 1892.
Application filed July 25, 1891, Serial No,400,726. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

e it known that I, PHILIP C. BROWN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Wash-
ington, in the Distriet of Columbia, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in House Letter-Boxes; and I do hereby de-

clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-

act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in what are known as
“delivery letter-boxes,” and which are intend-
ed to be applied to dwellings, offices, and the
like to facilitate the delivery of mail by the
carrier system; and it has foritsobject to pro-
vide a letter-box in which the mail can be in-
serted by the carrier with one hand and which
will automatically close after the insertion of
the mailand be accessible only to the occupant
of the house, be proof against the entrance of
rain, snow, or dust, be neat and attractive in
appearance, to provide a separate receptacle

for papers and the like, and to provide an in-

dicator to denote the
box. |
1o these ends my invention consists in the
novel construction and arrangement of parts
hereinafter fully described, and afterward
definitely pointed out in the claims, due ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification,
wherein— , |
IFigure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved box closed; Fig. 2, a vertical longi-
tudinal section; Fig. 3, a perspective view
showing the box open, and Fig. 4 a detail
view illustrating a modified form of fastening.
Referring to said drawings, the letter A in-
dicates the box proper, which is preferably
constructed of sheet metal cut from a single
blank and bent up into theshapeshown. One
of the rear inner edges of the box is provided
with loops B B to form hinges. |
C indicates ametallic plate, preferably cast

presence of mail in the

~ and provided with pintles ccand ahasp ¢’, cast

integral with said plate, the plate being pro- |

vided with twoor moreperforations ¢®c? adapt-
ed for the reception of serews, nails, or rivets,

by means of which the box is secured to the | weight and by the resistance they o
door or other part of the dwelling. Said plate ! turning the rod. |

C 'is slightly smaller than the inside of the rear

| of the box and is provided with a corrugation

D, for the purpose hereinafter described.

E indicates a metallic partition, which ex-
tends from the rearlower edge of the box and
curves for a slight distance toward the front
of the box, and thence upward to nearthe top
of the box, where it is bent parallel with said
top, and thence is inclined downwardly and
rearwardly to form a deflecting-plate e. The
lower inner end of the box is closed bya plate
(Clearly shown in Fig. 3.) The box A at
its top is provided with a slot G, intended for
the admission of mail-matter, and is closed by
a gravitating shutter H, which is hinged toa

rod 5, soldered or otherwise secured to the

upper edge of the deflecting-plate e. The
shufter I is hinged in rear of its center, in

order that the shutter will -always close by 7

gravity, and the front of said shutter is bent
downwardly, as at A/, to prevent the enfrance
beneath it of rain, snow, or dust. The slot G
18 narrower at its rear than at its front, so
that the top of the box overlaps the shutter,
as at g, and exclundes the elements at this
point. |

- J indicates a staple riveted to one end of
a flat spring K, which is secured at its other
end to the interior of the box, the staple pro-
jecting through a slot 7 in the side of the box.

In closing the box the hasp ¢’ engages the

staple J and forces it inward until the box is
completely closed, when the staple will pass
through the haspand isthenlocked by means
of a padlock, as shown.

I. represents an indicator consisting of a
rod the ends of which are bent at right an-
oles, as at [ I/, the end [ projecting outside of
the box, as shown. The partition E about its
center and near the top is slitted, as at £, and
the metal between the slits depressed inward-
ly, forming a loop, through which the indi-

cator-rod is passed and within which it is free

to rotate. The bent end I’ of the rod L (see
Fig. 2) normally projects downwardly within
the box, and any letters inserted within the
box will rest against said bent end, and when
the bent end [ of the rod is turned the pres-

| ence of the letters will be indicated by their
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In securing the box in place the plﬁa'te-:O'is:

first screwed or otherwise secured to thedoor,

wall, or other part of the building and the
loops B B on the box slipped over the pin-

tles ¢ ¢, thus hinging the boxto thesaid plate.
- When the box is closed and locked, the bot-
~ {om rear edge of the box rests under the bot-

tom edge of the plate Cand preventsthe box

from being lifted up off the pintlescc. In

order toinsert mail within the box, it is merely

necessary to hold the letters in one hand aud
press them against the rear end of the shut-
ter H, causing the shutfer to assume the po-:
sition shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2, when

the letters are released and dropped in the

box. When the letters are inserted, thein-

clined deflecting-plate e causes the letters to

strike the plate C, and the lower edges of the
letters strike the corrugation D, by means of |

which they are deflected against the lower
curved portion of the partition E, which
causes the letters to assume the positionshown

by dotted lines in Fig. 2, the lower edges of
the letters resting against the end !’ of the |

indicator-rod. By turning the indicator-rod

by means of the projecting end [the presence

of letters contained within the box will be
communicated to the person operating said
rod, when the box can be opened and the
mail removed. By constructing the partition
as shown a compartment M is provided for

30

the reception of newspapers, the partition
forming the rear wall thereof, and said par-

tition, being secured at the top and bottom
only, will act as a spring to clasp and retain

the papers inserted within said compartment.

- The bottom front edge of the box Ais turned

~inwardly and upwardly, forming a flange m,
~which serves o retain any papers which may
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be folded very compactly in a small eompass.
When the box is closed, the deflecting-plate e
and corrugation D effectually prevent any in-
strument being inserted within the box to
orasp the letters, and thus prevents the re-
moval of mail by unauthorized persons.

When the box is secured to a door, the pad--

lock may be dispensed with, a pin or key N be-
ing employed in liet thereof, said pin passing
through a perforation n, formed in the door,
and through a corresponding perforation

formed in the plate C, the pin passing behind

thespring K and staple J and preventing the
staple being pressed inward until the pin has
been withdrawn from the inside of the door.
Having described my invention, what I
claim is— | '
1. A house letter-box having a closed and

an open compartment and a clamp for yield-

ingly holding the mail-matter in the open
compartment, substantially as described.
2. A house letter-box divided into a closed

and an open compartment by a spring-parti-

tion which acts as a clamp to hold the mail-
matter in the open compartment.

3. The combination, with the plate C,

adapted to be secured to a building and pro-
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stantially as deseribed. | |
4, The combination, with the plate C,

adapted to be secured to a building and pro-

vided with a hasp ¢/, of the box A, hinged to
said plate and provided with a staple J, se-
cured to the free end of a spring K, said sta-

ple projecting through a slot in the box and

engaging the hasp, and means for locking said
staple and hasp, substantially as shown and
described. .

5. The eombination,: with the plate C,

adapted to be secured to a building, of the

box A, hinged theretoand having a slotted top

and shutter and provided with a partition I,
curved at its lower end and extending from

the lower inner edge of the box to near the

top thereof, forming a receptacle for mail-

matter and a compartment open at the bot-

tom for the reception of newspapers, substan-

tially as shown and described.
6. The combination,with the plate Candthe

‘box A, hinged thereto, of the curved partition

vided fwith' the corrugation: D,---*of.-- the box A,
hinged theretoand provided with a slotted top
and shutter and the deﬂegting-platez e, Sub-
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E, secured within said box at its top and bot-

tom and constituting a spring, said partition,

‘in connection with said box and plate, form-
ing a closed receptacle for mail-matter and
‘an open receptacle for newspapers, substan-
‘tially as shown and described.
7. Thecombination,withtheplateCand box

A, hinged thereto, of the spring-partition E,

“curved at its lower end and extending from

the rear lower edge of the box tonear the top

‘thereof and dividing the box into.a closed re-
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ceptacle for mail-matter and an open compart-

ment for newspapers, the lower front edge of
the box being turned inwardly and upwardly
to form a flange, substantially as shown and
described, and for the purpose specified.

8. In combination with a letter-box, an in-
dicator consisting of a pivoted rod provided
with a finger projecting within the box and
engaging the mail contained therein and pro-
vided with a finger projecting without the box,
by means of which the rod is rotated, sub-
stantially as described. -

9. In a house letter-box, the combination,

with the slotted top thereof, of a flat hinged

shutter projecting partially within and par-
tially without said slotted top and opened by
the pressure exerted by the insertion of the
letter and closed by gravity and constituting
a guide to cause a letter when inserted in the
box to drop vertically therein, substantially
as described. -

10. In a house letter-box, the combination,
with the slotted top thereof, of a flat hinged

| shutter H, projecting partially within and par-
‘tially without said slotted top, and a corruga-
tion D, formed in the box at a point beneath
the rear end of the shutter, said shutter open-

ing by pressure exerted by the insertion of a
letter and closing by gravity and constituting
a guide to cause the letter to strike the cor-
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5 having a curved bottom and a corrugation D,
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rurratlon D to deflect the same to the position

shown and for.the purpose specified.. _
11. In a house letter-box, the combination,

with a box provided with a slotted top and

of a hlnﬂ'ed shutter H, projecting partmlly |
within and partially without said slotted top
and opened by the pressure exerted by the in-
sertion of a letter and closed by gravity, said
shutter constituting a gnide to cause the letter
to strike the corr un*a,tlon D and be deflected
over upon the curved bottom of the box, sub-
stantially as shown and desecribed.

12. In a house letter-box, the combination,
with a slotted top, of a flat shutter hinged in
said slotted top and serving as a ﬂ‘mde to di-
rect the letters toward the rear Wall of the
box and a corrugation formed in said rear wall |

and acting to deflect the letteis in the man-
20

ner shown and for the purpose specified.

13. In a house letter-box, the combination,
with the slotted top, of a flat shutter hmﬂ'ed
within said slotted top and projecting par-
tially within and without said top, the rear
end of the shutter normally resting against
the under side of the top of the box and the
forward end resting upon the upperside of the
top, said shutter being automatically opened
by the insertion of a letter and closing by

gravity,substantially as shown and desecribed. 30

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
PHILIP C. BROWN.
Witnesses:
J. HENRY KAISER,
JOSEPH C. STACK.
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