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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JABEZ F. MASON, a citi-
zen of the United States residing at Br ooklyn
in the county of Kings cmd St&_te of New York,
have invented an Improvement in Umbrella-
Runners, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention has relation to improve-
ments 1n that class of devices known as “um-
brella-runners;” and it consists in the con-
struetion and novel arrangement of the hold-
ing-spring of the runner, whereby said run-
ner may be readily held firmly in place after
being adjusted, all as will be hereinafter
fully explained, ‘and particularly pointed out
in the appended claim.

It 1s desirable in umbrella-runners that the
cafch or holder shall operate when the um-
brella is spread or distended for holding the
same open and that the runner shall be held
when the umbrella is closed, in order that the
umbrella may not open &cemently whﬂe be-

ing held in the hand.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation
representing the improved umbrella-runner.
Fig. 2 1s a section at the line X X of Fig. 1
and Kig. 3 is an elevation of the runner in
the position when the umbrella is closed.

The tubular runner A is to be of a size
adapted to move freely upon the stick B, and
1t 1s provided with the notched flanges or
crown 2, adapted to the reception of the ends
of the stretchers, as usual. The spring D is
permanently attached at the end 4 to the
umbrella-runner, preferably npon one of the
notched flanges, and at the moving end of
the lever-spring is a pin or claw 3, passing
through a hole in the tubular part of the
runner and into the hole 4 when the umbrella
is open or distended or into the hole 5 when
the umbrella is closed, these holes being bored
in the stick B in the proper p051t10ns The
lever-spring D rests upon a fulerum at 6,
formed of a bend in the spring that rests
against the outer surface of the runner A.

Hence when the thumb or finger 18 pressed |

upon the portion 7 of the spring D to force
the same toward the runner the bend 6 be-
comes a fulerum and the claw or pin 3 is
moved out of the hole into which it may have

sprung, and the runner is free to be moved

in either direction, and when the runner !

| reaches its extreme 'posmon with the um-

brella open or shut the spring of the lever
throws the claw into the hole provided for it.

It is advantageous to make the point of
the claw or pin slightly hook-shaped, as rep-
resented, in order that the same may catch
against the wood and prevent the pull of the
ambrella as the same is carried in the hand
in the closed condition drawing the pin out
of the hole, especially in view of the fact that
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this pin or claw should have a. slight down-

ward inclination, as represented, so that when
the umbrella is held up in the position of
use the pressure upon the umbrella tending
to close the same will not act to withdraw

| the pin from the hole, but, on the contrary,

the tendency will be to force the end of the
lever-spring tightly against the exterior sur-
face of the runner, the inclined pin acting as
a claw to run into the wood.

When the umbrella is being carried in the
closed condition, it is often subjected to a
longitudinal strain that might tend to injure
the claw of the spring, and as an additional
precaution I cut an L.-shaped or bayonet
notch or slot 10 in the eylindrical portion of
the runner and introduce a pin 11 into the
handle. The position of this pin in relation
to the hole 5 is such that when the claw or
pin 3 is in the hole 5 the pin 11 will be in the
peripheral portion of the L-shaped slot, as
indicated in Fig. 3, and hence when the run-
ner is to be liberated the lever-spring D 1is
acted upon to withdraw the pin or c¢law 3, and

L then a partial rotation of the handle within

the runner is given for moving the pin 11

along the per mheral portion of the l-shaped

slot until such pin arrives at the longitudinal
portion of such slot, after which the ranner
can be moved to open or spread the umbrella,
and when the umbrella is being closed the op-
posite movement is to be given to the parts.
Hence the longitudinal strain upon the run-
ner when the umbrella is closed will be taken
principally upon the pin 11 and the metal of
the runner adjacent to the slot 10.

I am aware that prior to my invention
apring-catches have been used for umbrella-
runners, and therefore I do notf claim such a
device, broadly; but

I elaim as my invention—

The within-deseribed improved umbrella-
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_runner compmsmﬂ' the tubular runnerA and | causes the free end thereof to disengage with 12
spring D, the latter constructed at its lower | the holes 4 and 5 in the staff B, all as shown
~ free end Wl_th a downwardly-inclined and in- | and deseribed.
wardly-projecting pin provided with the point ) Sl gned by me this 30th day of October, 1891
5 or spur 3, the opposite end thereof being rig- |
idly secured to the upper portion of said run- S -_ J ABEZ F. MASON.
ner, the spring having the bend 6 about the Wltnesses |
center thereof, forming a fulerum, whereby | GEO. T. PINCKNEY
when the portion 7 of the springis depressed it - WILLIAM G. MOTT.
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