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To all whom it may concern:
Beitknownthatl, CRAYTON A. WOODBURY,
a resident of Rutland, in the county of Rut-
land and State of Vermont, haveinvented cer-
tain new and useful Improvementsin Seesaws;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which i1t pertains to make and use the

same.
Theinvention relates to a device commonly

called a “seesaw,” intended for playing the
3 I 2

came of seesaw; and it consists in the con-

struction hereinafter described and pointed.

out.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a broken side elevation of the device; Fig. 2,a
partial plan of the seesaw-board; Fig. 3, a
bottom plan of the board closed together for
storage; Iig. 4, a side elevation of a support-

1ng-frame.

A compound roof-shaped frame or horse
consisting of two simple rectangular frames
1s used to support the seesaw, as indicated.
The frames are connected together by hinges
2, secured to the side bars 3 of the frames.

4denotesthecross-bars,securedtoextensions
of the side bars above or beyond the hinges.
Theends of said bars 3 are extended beyond
the hinges and notched, as indicated at o, and
are thereby adapted (o receive the-cross-bars
in such manner as to support them at an an-
ole to the side bars and so that when the feet
of the two frames are spread apart said cross-
bars will be brought together, as shown in
Fig. 1, and will be solidly supported both
laterally and vertically by the respective walls
of the notches. The pintles of the hinges are
placed alittle below the bottom of the notches,
soas not to interfere with the closing together
of the cross-bars. The feet of the two frames
are beveled in order that they may be paral-
lel with the ground or floor when fully spread
and the frame in position for operation. The
upper edges of the cross-bars are notched at

6 to form a retaining seat or fulerum for the

teetering or seesaw board, and these edgesare

preferably rounded.

The board is composed of two adjustable
members, each consisting of several longitudi-
nal strips or slats 7, tied together by trans-

spaces being left between them each equal to
or larger than the width of a slat. The outer
bars 7 -may be bolted to bars § and the others
tacked or screwed thereto. The bar 9 may be
tacked or screwed to the longitudinal bars or
strips; butthe particularmeansof fasteningis
notimportantnor theprecisenumberorlength
of said bars, and these and other mechani-
cal details may be varied, provided substan-
tially the same construction and operation
are preserved. Itis preferred to make bars9
wide enough for comfortable seats. The slats
7 of the two members of the board interlap
at their adjacent ends, as represented, so that
the slats of one alternate with those of the

other, the cross-bars being secured to the

overlapped ’slats, so that the transverse ty-
ing-bar 3 of each member of the board is
nearest the seat end of the other member,
whereby the two members are permanently
connected, the bars 8 being secured upon the
slats after they are interlapped. This con-
struction provides a very simple union of the

| members and one which permits the adjust-

ment of the length of the wholeboard hy sim-
ply pushing the two members together end-
wise, so that they overlap more or less, as de-
sired. KEach bar 8 is made to project beyond
its respective series of stripson the side oppo-
site to the projection of the other for the pur-
pose of providing a rest or suppotrt to the out-
side strip of said other series. Kach bar9 may
also project in like manner, if desired, to
cover the end of the outside strip of the other
member of the board when closed. This pro-
jection 1s preferably on the right-hand side
and is convenient for grasping with the hand
in use. The inner edge of each bar 8 is bev-
eled at 10, so that it may not interfere with
the seesaw motion of the board on its fulerum.
These bars prevent the board from slipping
on the fulerum; but as they are separated for
some distance when the two members of the
board are pushed togethertheywillnotin such
case guard against slipping, and the addi-
tional cross-bar 8 may be fixed to the slats of
one member of the board near its cross-bar 8
and these bars arranged to receive thefulerum
betweenthem,whereby slippingis obviated, as
indicated in Fig. 5. The adjacent edges of
these cross-bars are preferably rounded and

verse bars 8 and 9, to which they are secured, | areso placed astoreceive thefulcrum between

55

60

(5

80

90

05

100




IO

20

30

35

40

2

481,994

them at 13. If desired, one member may be | member when the members are pushed to-

made a little longer than the other, so that
the seat 13 between the bars 8 and 8" shall
be equidistant from the outer ends of the
board and the latter be balanced on the horse.
If one of the players is heavier than the other,
they can be made to balance by pushing the
two members of the board together part way
and keeping seat 13 on the fulerum, the
heaviest player of course being placed on the
shortest member; or if bar 8’ and seat 13 be
not used the same effect can be produced by
shortening the board, as stated, and soplacing
it that the ecross-bar 8 nearest the heaviest
playershall be adjacent to the fulecrum,thou oh
this latter arrangement does not so securely
provide against slipping.

By making the two members of the board
of slats or strips and interlapping the same
and securing them by cross-bars, as described,
I avoid the necessity for the loops and other
fixtures heretofore employed to provide for
the endwise adjustment of the two members
or for preventing slipping, and I also thus pro-
vide for adjusting the two members so that
players of different weights may balance each
other, and I at the same time increase the
lichtness and elasticity of the board without
materially diminishing its strength at and
near the center, where the maximum stralin
occurs. |

Another advantage of the improved con-
struction is the adaptation of both the horse
and theboardtobecompactlyfoldedforstorage
or transportation. Thus the two members of
the board can be closed entirely together, as
indicated in Ifig. 3, in which case they con-
stitute practically a simple board with cleats
at each end; and it may be noted that bars
or seats 9 and the bars S of each member ex-
tend beyond the slats thereof on one side the
width of one of the slats, whereby they ex-

tend overand cover the outer slat of the other |

?

oether or closed. It is obvious that the sup-

porting-frame can also be folded, and that the

whole device may thus be put in very com-
pact form.
Having described my invention, what I de-

‘sire to secure by Letters Patent is—

1. The seesaw-board consisting of two mem-

bers, longitudinally movable with respect to

each other, composed of interlapping strips
provided at each end with a transverse bar
secured to the strips, said bars being on op-
posite sides of the same, and each of the un-

"der bars extending laterally beyond ifs se-

ries of strips on one side thereof to afford a
support for the exterior strip of the other mem-
ber, substantially as set forth.

2. Theseesaw-board consisting of two mem-
bers, longitudinally movable with respect to
each other, composed of interlapping strips
provided at each end with a transverse bar,

‘the bars of the adjacent inner overlapped

ends being on their under side and adapted to
be arranged close to a fulerum on each side
thereof, in combination with a suitable sup-
port constituting such fulerum, substantially
as set forth.

3. In combination, a seesaw-board and a

 horse, the latter composed of two frames

hinged together and having their side bars

- extended above or beyond the hinges and

provided with notches to receive cross-bars to
act as a fulerum when the legs of the horse

| are spread and said cross-bars notched to re- .

tain the board laterally, substantially as set
forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses. -

CRAYTON A. WOODDBURY.
Witnesses: |

MARK F. RICHARDSON,

EDWARD K. I3ARBER.
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