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PAUL H. HILLARD, OF WESTERLY, RHODE ISLAND.

GAME-COUNTER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 481,947, dated September 6, 1892,

Application filed Pebruary 6, 1892, Serial No. 420,533, (No model.}

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PAUL H. HILLARD, a
citizen of the United States, residing at W es-
terly, in the county of Washington, in the
State of Rhode Island, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Game-
Counters, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My counter scores for the two sides by the
same instrument. The indications are given
by indices in the form of short levers prop-
erly numbered and arranged in series on op-
posite sides of the instrument with their ends
projecting, so as to be easily lifted by the fin-
ger. The lifting causes any lever to count.
All are held by springs either in the depressed
or in the erect position. . The numbers im-
pressed on the indices increase on each series
from one end of the counter toward the other.
The sum of the numbers thus presented on
each side gives the amount on that side of the
game. The indications for each run in the
same direction as the other, so that no delay
or counting shall be required to determine
which party is ahead.

The accompanying drawings form a part of
this specification and represent what 1 con-
sider the best means of carrying out the in-
vention.

Figure 1 is a plan view with the levers in
the position to score five. Iig. 2 18 a corre-
sponding side elevation. Fig.3isanendview
of the same. Tig. 4 is a cross-section on the
line 4 4 in Figs. 1 and 2. Fig. 5 1s a cross-
section showing a modification of the cavities
and springs. Fig. 6 is a plan view showing a
modification adapted. for seoring for four dif-
erent players. Fig.7isa corresponding form
with the index-levers extending inward into
a central cavity instead of outward. This
form may be preferable in cases where the
counterisliable to besubjected torough usage,
as in traveling.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures where they
appear.

Referring to Figs. 1,2, 3, and 4, A is the
body of the counter, which may be a flat block
of hard wood or other suitable material, and
A’ a top piece glued or otherwise firmly fas-
tened and covering the inner ends of recesses
a, formed as shown. In therectangularspace

I

in the bottom of each is a spring D, of hard
brass or other suitable material, in U form.
Each space extends under the top piece A’
and the spring lies therein with its bight or
bent end inward toward the center and its
free ends arranged to act on the angle of the
corresponding index-lever, which latter is
mounted above and turns on one of the two
straight wires K, which extend longitudinally
the whole length of the base A a little beyond
or outside of the edge of the top piece A’.

B and C are the levers or indices arranged
in two series, centered, respectively, on the
two wires K and having their inner ends
square or angular and their outer ends pro-
jecting a little beyond the edgeof the base A.
Kach series is plainly numbered as follows:
& h l 2 ¢C2 77 €6 4:'}? 4 15 77 €< 3U i B4 4 LJ:O.” By t1111ning
up one or more of these indices any number
can be conveniently indicated from “17” to
“100.” The series of indices on one side is
white and on the otherred or black. Oneseries

“scores the progress of the game forone party

and the otherfor the other. I prefer to have
the springs quite strong,so that considerable
force will be required to lift an index; but it
is easily done with one hand by pressing the
thumb on the top piece A” and lifting the in-
dex or indices by a finger. They hold their
places, but are easily depressed when re-
quired.

In addition to stamping orotherwise mark-
ing the proper number on the under face of
each index, so that it will show when lifted,
there should be a corresponding number on
the top piece A’ at the point immediately op-
posite to such index.

When the indices are all depressed, the
counter is very compact and adapted to be
stored 1n a small space or carried in the
pocket. There is no loose part which can be
lost. It iseasily operated, keepsits condition
reliably,and the slight mental labor involved
adds to its value as an educational agent.
The cavities or recesses ¢ may extend across
under the top piece A’, and in such case a
single spring properly constructed may serve
for the corresponding index on each side.
Kig. 5 shows such a construction.

In Fig. 6 there are four series arranged in
the same manner. This form of the instru-

ment is adapted to 'score for three or four
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players, each playing independently. The ac-
tion is the same as above descri bed. 1 have

shown the central space in this figure as sunk
to serve as a receptacle & for the pieces used
In the game, or for any other purpose. This
form may have considerable height, so as to
give any depth to such receptacle. In this
fom' sided form the levers may be arranged
internally into such central f;p‘me instead of
externally, 1f desired. Fig. 7 shows such
modification. In these forms last described
the indices may be all of the same color and

tinguished by theirseveral sides of the board;
but it 1s preferable to distinguish these 2150
by colors. 1 propose theyslmll be red, white,
blue, and black.

Instead of employing different colors for
the several series of indices, Ican distinguish
them by different shapes or sizes. Thusone
series being of considerably greater width or
length than the other may serve todistinguish
aftertheinstrumenthas been worn and soiled,
so that the colors of the indices would be in-
distinet in a dim light. I can distinguish
both by the difference in colors and b} the
difference in forms and sizes. [fig. 7 shows
the indices thus distinguished by differences
in forms and sizes.

Tt is not essential that the indices shall exX-
tend beyond the general edge of the body.
Fig. 5 shows the indices on one side thus
shortened, with body rabbeted to allow the
fingertoengage theindices easily:.
may be thus constructed or only one side
may, and such features may beone of the wayvs
to distinguish the scoring for the differeunt
players.

Other modifications may be made without
departing from the principle orsacr 1ficing the
advantages of the invention. The indices
may be made of uniform thickness through-

out instead of tapering, as shown, the recesses ¢

the scores of the several players may be dis- |

Both sides

]
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¢ in which they are set being correspondingly
formed. Thenumberof indices in each series
may be varied. ith the cavitiesand smin
as first deseribed the top A’ may be made in-
tegral with the block or base A.

I claim as my invention—

L. A game-counter composed of a recessed
base, a series of pivoted indices arranged in
the recesses, operating-springs for said in-
dices, and a slab or plinth overlapping the in-
dices at their pivoted ends, arranged to form
an abutment to the raised indices a,nd a linish
over thelr inner ends when the indices are
down, substantially as deseribed.

2. A game-counter composed of movable
indices in the form of hinged levers provided
with springs, and abase pr ovided at the eages
with small recesses to receive said levers mld
1n the middie with a large recess back of said
lever-indices, adapted to form a receptacle to
receive the game apparatus, substantially as
desel‘qbed |

5. A game-counter ¢ 01111)0::,0(1 of a base pro-
vided wnh small recesses of rectancular form
therein, a series of pivotedindices.in said re-
cesses at the upper part thereof, leaving v

cant spaces below, the leaf-springs of U form
¢on Imed m sald spaces, with one member
bearing against the indices and the other
resting on the bottom of said recesses, and
the plinth or slab overlapping the indices at
their pivoted ends, arranged to form an abut-
ment to the raised indices and a ﬁnish over
their inner ends when the indices are down,
substantially as dencrihed.

In testimony that I claim the invention
abovesetforth I affix mmy signaturein presence

of two witiesses,

PAUL 11 HILLARD.

Witnesses:
CHARILS
il. A.

1S 12, ST

AR TJT*J

» OHNSTONE.
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