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Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM P. BIG:
of Natick, county of Middlesex, State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Corsets, of which the following deseription, in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
18 a specification, like letters on the drawings
representing like parts.

This invention has for its object the pro-
duetion of a corset of novel construction, 1t
having as part of it a brace or shoulder-sup-
port of such shape, as will be described, that
the entire weight of the corset and any cloth-
ing resting on or attached to the corset is sus-
tained from the shoulders by the brace, the
parts constituting the brace or shoulder-sup-

ing each other at the back of the corset, the
corset being held in place on the person by
inserting the arms through the arm-sizes.

The corset herein described when applied
to the person has a normal tendency to rise at
thefrontand aid in sustaining the bustinstead
of to drop and rest upon the body below the
bust, this normal upward tendency of move-
ment possessing, as will be obvious, material
advantages not only as to hemlth but also as
to artistic form.

Myinvention consists in a corset composed,
essentially, of two front portions and adjust-
ably-attached braces extended from the un-
der-arm side edges of the front portions and
provided at their free ends with arm-sizes, the
length of the braces being sufficient to cross

the back of the wearer between the waist and

shoulder line from the side to the opposite
shoulder, to thereby place the arm-size in po-
sition to be entered by the arm of the wearer.

Figure 1 represents one of my lmproved

corsets stretched out. Fig. 2 1s a front view |

of the same applied to a form, and Fig. 3 a

“back view of Fig. 2.
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My improved corset consists, essentially, of
a corset-front, herein shown as composed of
two halves A A’ of any usual shape, construc-
tion, or material common in the fronts of cor-
sets, the said corset-front being herein repre-
sented as united at its front edges by usual
clasps having hooks and studs; but instead
of the particular hooks and studs the corset-

ILOW,

A

front may be provided with any usual fas-
tening means.

The side edges of the corset-frontat a point
under the arms is prolonged by braces or
shoulder-supports B B, which are adjustably
connected to the corset-front by lacing, as at
C C’, to thereby enable the corset to be better
adapted to the requirements of the figure.
These braces are provided, respectively, at
their outer or free end with arm-sizes D D’
(shown as made adjustable in size by means
of end straps a a’) .and suitable or uswval
buckles or fastenings:b 0’. These braces may
and preferably will be boned or stiffened in
manner commonly practiced in the manufac-
ture of corsets, and the material employed for
the braces may be the same or different from
that used for the corset-front and be, 1f de-
sired, made of any usual open or ventilating
material.

In the application of this corset to the per-
son the corset-front may be detached, the right
arm will be put through the arm-size D', and
the left arm through the arm-size D, and each
brace and connected half of the corset-front
will be crossed at the back and the corset-halt
brought around to the front of the person and
united together. This method will bring the
two braces in such position as to cross each
other at the back of the wearer, as in Fig. 3.

In this manner it will be seen that the cor-
set is suspended by the arm-sizes from the
shoulders and the strains are such as to nor-
mally draw the front of the corset up in the
direction of the arrow in Fig. 2,thus support-
ing the bust and keeping the Shoulders drawn
baek in heathful position, and, further, it will
be obvious that downward pressure of the
bottom edge of the corset-front is prevented
and the waist has greater and, in fact, entire
freedom of motion, thus leaving ample room
for expansion of the lungs and “healthful de-
velopment. So, also, it will be seen that the
weight of clothmﬂ' attached to or resting upon
the corset will be sustained substantmlly
wholly by the shoulders, and such weight will
be thrown on the shoulders in such d1rectlon
as to tend to keep theshoulders thrown back

or the body erect.
1 claim—
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A corset composed, essentially, of two front
portions and a brace adjustably connected at
its inner end to the under-arm side edge of
each front portion and provided at its outer

g or free end with an arm-size, each brace be-
ing of sufficient length to extend {rom one
side edge across the back from the waist to
the shoulder line, in order that its attached
arm-size may be entered by the arm at the

1o opposite side of the body, whereby entire

i

| freedom is given the waist, and the front por-

tions are normally drawn up, substantially as
desecribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of 13
two subseribing witnesses.

WM. P. BIGELOW.

Witnesses: |

GEO. W. GREGORY,
B. DEWAR.
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