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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, HENRY J. MUHLFELD
and FRANK J. SPILLANE, of New York city,
in the county and State of New York, have
invented a new and improved Easel Attach-
ment for Chairs and other Supports, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of theseveral parts,
as will be hereinafter fally set forth, and
pointed out in the claims. ’

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a partof this specifleation,

in which similar figures and letters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts inall the
Views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
proved easel attachment for chairs and other
supports. Fig. 2 is a vertical section through
the chair, taken on the line 2 2 of Fig. 4. Fig.
3 is an enlarged view of one member of the
attached easel; and Fig. 41s a transverse ver-
tical section through the bottom of thechair,
said section being taken on the line 4 4 of
Fig. 2.

In art schools it is often necessary for a
pupil, especially in sketching from casts on
from life in a crowded room, to assume vari-
ous positions upon a chair in order to secure
a proper view of the subject to be drawn or

painted, and in sketching it is very difficult

in assuming some of the positions often re-
quired to hold the canvas or drawing-board
so as to eonveniently work. The prime ob-
ject of theinvention to be described 1s to pro-
vide an easel adjustable upon the chair.

In carrying out the invention the easel at-
tachment for chairs and other supports com-
prises two sections A and B, each section be-
ing attached to a vertical side rail of a chair-
back at the rear thereof. The sections are
alike in construction and embrace a body
portion or member comprising a vertical rod
or bar 10, provided at top and bottom with an

arm 11, the said arms being preferably round
in cross-section, and this body portion of the
easel-section is attached to the vertical side |
rail12ofthechair-back,at therearfacethereof,
in such manner as to be laterally adjustable,
and this is effected by suitable attaching or
supportingdevicessecured totherailat proper
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intervals apart, these devices being in the
present instance sockets 13, into which sock-
ets the arms 11 are passed, and thesaid arms
are rigidly held in the sockets when desired
through the medium of set-screws 14 or the
equivalents thereof, as 1s best shown in Fig. 3.

Upon the body portion or member of each
easel-section the support for the picture, can-
vas, or board is adjustably secured. This
supporting portion of each easel-section, when
in position foruse,is shaped essentially as the
figure 4, as is best shown in Fig. 1, and com-
prises a vertical rod or bar 15, a horizontal bar
16, and a connecting-bar 17, which unites the
horizontal bar with the upper endof the verti-
calbarl5. Theconnecting-barl7ispivotally
attached to the outer face of the upper end of

- the bar 15, and at its lower end the connect-
ing-bar is pivotally secured to the horizontal

bar 16, some little distance from itsfree outer
end, the projecting portion 16* of the hori-
zontal bar being adapted to support the pic-
ture, canvas, or board to be drawn or painted

upon, and the connecting-bar 17 forms a rest

for the back of the board or canvas. The
inner end of the horizontal bar 16 has a slid-
ing connection with the vertical bar 10 of the
body portion of the seetion, and this is accom-
plished by attaching to the inner end of the
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horizontal bar a loop 18, through which loop

the vertical bar 15 of the supporting portion
of the section and the vertical bar 10 of the
body portion of the section pass. Theloop is
free to slide upon both the bars 10 and 15;
but the horizontal bar 16 may be rigidly se-
cured to the bar 15 through the medium of a
set-screw 19, the said set-screw serving to con-
nect the horizontal bar with the loop. A
guide-loop 20 is attached to the body bar 10
near its upper end, through which the verti-
cal bar 15 of the supporting portion of the
section passes and has movement.

As above mentioned, the easel comprises
two sections, each constructed as above de-
seribed, and the easel may be made to accom-
modate any width of picture by carrying the
sections laterally inward or outward in the
sockets 13. In Fig. 1the easel is represented
as set up in a manner to support a picture,
canvas, or board at the rearof the chair; but
the easel may be carried directly to the front
of the chair-back, when required, simply by
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loosening the set-screw 19 and carrying that
end of the horizontal bar 16 of each section
downward until said bars, and likewise the
connecting-bars, are parallel with the verti-
cal bars 10 of the body and 15 of the support-
ing portions of the sections, and then carry-
ing the horizontal bars 16 in direction of the

front until they again assume a horizontal |

position, making a figure 4 of the supporting
portions of the sections.
is attained, the set-serews 19 are adjusted to
bind the bars16 closely to the bars 15 and the
latter to the body-bars 10. This position 1s
illustrated in dotted lines, Fig. 2, and it is
evident that the easel may be made aslow or
as high as desired by vertically adjusting the
supporting portions of the sections upon the
body portions thereof. |

‘The preferred form of chair on which we
have shown our easel 1s provided with an

auxiliary seat 25, mounted in suitable guides |

24, and provided with a support 26 and lock-
ing-button 27. Atthe upperend of the chair-
back 1s a seat 21, secured by hinges 22,
Having thus described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by lLetters
Patent— |
1. An easel attachment for chairs or other
supports, comprising two vertical sections,

each section comprising a vertical rod or bar, |

and a reversible supporting portion for the
picture or other article, mounted on said ver-

tical rods or bars, substantially as set forth. |

2. An easel attachinent for chairs or other

and a vertically-adjustable reversible sup-
porting portion for the picture orother article,
substantially as set forth. - |

3. An easel attachment for chairs or other

supports, consisting of two sections, each sec-

tion comprising a bodyv portion and a support-
ing portion, the supporting portion being ad-
justable upon the body portion, and shaped
when in use as a figure 4, comprising a ver-

When this position j
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tical bar, a horizontal bar having a sliding
and adjustable connection with the vertical
bar, and a connecting-bar pivotally connect-
ing the horizontal with the vertical bar, asand
for the purpose specified. |

4. The combination; with a chair-back and
sockets carried thereby, of an easel consist-
ing of two sections, each section comprising a
body portion adjustably supported by the
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sockets and a supporting portion vertically 55

adjustable upon the body portion, the sup-
porting portion of each section consisting of
a horizontal rod or bar capable of vertical
movement at one end, and a connecting-rod
pivotally connecting the horizontal rod or bar
with a vertical support, as and for the pur-
pose specified, whereby the supporting-section
may be made to assume the shape of a figure
4 either in front of or at the rear of the chair-
back. |

5. An easel attachment for chairs or other
supports, comprising vertical supporting-rods
adjustable toward and from each other, sup-
ports with which said rods are connected for
sald adjustment, and picture or other sup-
ports mounted on the upper portions of the
sald rods or bars, substantially as set forth.

6. An easel attachment for chairs or other
supports, comprising vertical rods adjustable
toward and from each other and provided
with suitable supporting devices, and picture
or other supports reversibly secured to the
upper ends of said bars or rods to face in
elther direction, substantially as set forth.

7. An easel attachment for chairs or other
supports, consisting in two separate and in-
dependent vertically and laterally adjustable
sections provided with suitable supporting
devices, substantially as set forth.

HENRY J. MUHLEFELD.
FRANK J. SPILLANE,

Witnesses:
JOHN HALLAHAN,
WILLIAM EDWARDS.
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