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To all whom tt moy concern:

Be it known that I, ISABELLA BRAY, of New
York, in the county of New York a,nd State
of New York, have invented a new Improve-

5 mentin Dress-Stays, (Case A;) andIdohereby
declare the following, when taken in connec-
tion with accompanying drawings and the let-
ters of reference marked thereon to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, a,nd
which said drawings constitute part of this
spectfication, and represent 1In—

FFigure 1, a face view of the stay complete;
Kig. 2 a fa,ee view of the spring detached;
Flﬂ' 9, an edge view of the same; Fig.
1011‘3‘11211(1111&1 seetlon showing the Spring in
the pocket before the ploJeetmﬂ* ends of the
cover are turned over; Kig. 5, a longitudi-

nal section of the Stay eomplete I'ig. 6, a
modification in the construction of the springs.

This invention relates to an 1mpr0vement
in that class of stays for ladies’ dresses in
which the spring is inclosed within a cover-
ing and so as to be attached to the inside of
the dress by stitches through the covering of
the stay, the object of the mventmn bemﬂ'te
employ very light steel for the springs, but
yvet attain sufﬁ.elent strength, without the lia-
bility to break which neeessarﬂy exists In a
steel spring of the required stiffness; and the
invention consists in the construction of the
stay, as hereinafter deseribed, and as particu-
larly recited in the claim. |

The spring for the stay is made from two
thicknesses of steel, Arepresenting one thick-
ness, and which is preferably shorter than the
full length required for the stay.
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about the same length as that of the spring A.
The two are placed together,lapped one upon
the other, and so that the end of the part A
projects beyond the end of the-part B, as seen
in Fig. 3, and at the opposite end the end of
the part B projects beyond the end of the part
A, and the two parts are secured together by
an eyelet or rivet C near the end of one of the
overlapping parts, as seen in Kigs. 2 and 3.
The two springs thus combined are of the
length required for the stay. The part A is
pierced with a hole D at its projecting end,
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5o and the part B is pierced with a hole E atits

B repre- |
sents the otherthickness, which is preferably |
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projecting end. From the eyelet connection
C toward the opposite end the two springsare
free. Thus prepared the two springs are

placed within- a fabric.covering, as Seen 1n

Fig. 4, the covering projecting at both ends,
S0 as to form a ﬂap If at each end beyond the
end of thespring. The coveringis preferably
woven, and 18 of a width greater than the
width of the spring,and so as to leave a pro-
jecting edge G at each side of the pocket,
broken lines, Fig. 1, representing the pocket,
these edges being for the purpose of securing
the stay 1:0 the drees

After the spring is inserted into the pecket
as seen in Fig. 4, the projecting ends are
turned over onto the face and the doubled
end projects beyond the perforations E D of
the two springs, then through these turned-
over flaps of the covering, and through the
perforations E D. Hyelets I are set so as to
secure the turned-over flap and also secure
the covering to the spring at each end. ThlS
completes the stay.

The two springs, secured together as de-
seribed, are permitted a play one upon the
other as the stay bends. The two springs are
made thin, but so that the combined two
springs ﬂwe the requisite stiffness. Because
of the shppmﬂ' or playing which is permitted
one spring upon the other, and of the conse-

quent lightness of spring which is permitted.

by the construction, the spring is less liable
to break than when the spring i1s made from
a single thickness giving the same strength
as the combined two springs.

While I prefer to construct the springs as1
have described, the one projecting beyond
the other,they may be made as seen in Fig. 6,
one spring being of full length, the other
spring shorter, and secured, as seen’in Iig. 6,
so that the covering is secured to both ends
of one spring. There is, however, the same
play between the two springs as in the first
illustration. |

I claim—

The herein-described dress-stay, consisting
of two flat thin springs A B, placed one-upon
the other and secured together at one end, the

springs of a length to give a projection of

single thickness at each end, the projecting
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ends of the springs pierced, combined witha| In testimony whereof I have signed this
fabric pocket longer than the springs and so | specification in the presence of two subserib-
as to project beyond each end of the springs, | ing witnesses.

the projecting ends of the pockets turned ISABELLA BRAY.
s over onto the face, and with eyelets through Witnesses: |
the projecting ends and the pierced ends of M. P. BrRAY,

the springs, substantially as described. , AGNES J. MASON.
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