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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, HENRY PRICE BALL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Sche-
nectady, county of Schenectady, and State of

5 New York, have invented a certain new and

useful Adapter for Sockets, of which the fol-

lowing 18 a specification.
The main object of the present invention is
to make it possible to use regular Edison
10 eleetric lamps in connection with regular
Thomson-Houston sockets, without removing
any part or parts of the latter and without
changing the circuit connections, and to ac-
complish said result by the use of a simple de-
15 vice which does not detract from the efficiency
or ornamental appearance of the sockets and
which can be inserted and removed easily and
quickly.
The invention consists in the adapter de-
20 sceribed in the following specification, and in
the combination thereof with a socket, as de-
seribed.
While the invention is illustrated in con-
nection with a well-known form of lamp-
25 socket, it will be clear that other electrical de-
vices besideslamps can be used in the adapter,
provided they have terminals corresponding
to those of the socket and the adapter.
In the accompanying drawings, illustrating
3o the invention, Figure 1 is a side view, partly
in section, of a lamp-socket of the well-known
Thomson-Houston form, with an adapter in
place therein. Figs.2 and 3 are views of the
adapter, looking from above andfrom below,
35 respectively. Fig. 4 is a plan view of the
lamp-socket with the adapter removed; and
Fig. 5 is a central section of a modified form
of adapter.
The adapter in its preferred form consists
40 of a threaded sheet-metal shell 1, adapted to
receive the screw-threaded base of an ordi-
nary Edison electric lamp ora corresponding
part of other electrical apparatus. Around
the shell is an insulating sleeve or coating 2,
45 which may extend for any desired distance
along the outer surface of thesleeve. The base
of thesleeve is provided with an inwardly-ex-
tending flange or part 3, and within thisend of
the sleeve is an insulating-disk 4, having a

| screw-threaded opening 5 at its center.

not essential that the part 3, which forms the
end contact of theadapter,should be integral
with the sleeve orshell 1; butitmustbe electri-
cally connected therewith. The disk 4 is se-
cured in place in the sleeve by any suitable
means—rtor example, by molding it in the

It is 5o

55

sleeve,the latterbeingroughened,asindicated

at 6, so that a good hold is obtained between
said parts. The sleeve 2 is held in place in
a similar manner. The lamp-socket is pro-
vided with a central screw-threaded terminal
7 and an edge or side terminal 8, which may,
if desired, be in the form of a curved strip
concentric with the screw 7, although this
form is not essential, it only being necessary
to have a contact In position to co-operate
with the corresponding terminal of the lamp
designed for use in the socket. This edge
terminal i8 in such a position that the flange
3 will rest in contact with it when the adapter
1s 1n the socket. |

9 is the sheet-metal shell of the socket.

The sleeve-adapter is put in position by
screwing the disk 4onto the screw-terminal 7.
This draws the inwardly-turned flange 3 firm-
ly against the edge or side terminal of the
socket, causing said parts to make excellent
electrical contact, and the thickness of the in-
sulating-disk is such that the serew terminal
will project through it far enough to be in po-
sition to make contact with the central or
plug terminal of an Edison lamp or a similar
terminal of other electrical apparatus. When
the adapter 1s in place, its sleeve 1 will be
thoroughly insulated from the shell of the
socket by the insulating-coating 2. This will
also prevent users accidentally touching the
part of the sleeve-terminal which projects be-
yond the shell of the socket.

Instead of using aninsulating-sleeve of con-
siderable thickness around the sleeve 1, as in-
dicated in Kig. 1, a thin coating of insulat-
ing-paint can be placed direetly on the sleeve,
as indicated at 2/, Fig. 5, and instead of the
insulating-disk 4 the metal disk 4’ can be used,

provided it is thoroughly insulated from the

sleeve, as indicated at 10. The construction
described In connection with Fig. 1 is, how-
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ever, preferred by reason of the fact that
there is less danger of a short circuit being
accidentally formed.

Without confining myself to all of the de-
tails specified, What I claim 1s—

1. An adapter for sockets, consisting of a
sleeve suitable to receive the base of a lamp
or other electrical device, the sleeve having
an inwardly-extending flange or part at its
base, an insulating or insulated disk in said
end of the sleeve and having a central screw-
threaded hole, substantially as described.

2. An adapter for sockets, consisting of a
sleeve suitable to receive the base of a lamp
or otherelectrical device, the sleeve having an
inwardly-turned flange or part at its base, an
insulating or msulated disk in said end of
the sleeve and having a central sergw-thread-
ed hole, and means for insulating the upper
end of said sleeve, substantially as described.

3. The combination, with a socket having
two terminals adapted to make contact with
two terminals of a lamp or other device, of
an adapter having but one terminal and util-
izing one terminal of said socket, whereby the
soeket can be used forlampsof different char-—
acters, substantially as deseribed.

4. The combination, with a socket havinga | |
central terminal and an edge or side terminal |

!

and adapted to receive a lamp or other de- 3o

vice, of an adapter having a sleeve-terminal

only, said adapter being held in the socket,

but not entirely covering the central socket—
terminal, whereby by addmn' a single termi-
nal and by employing one of the socket-ter-—
minals the same socket can be used for dif-
ferent characters of lamps or devices, sub-
stantially as described.

5. The combination, with a socket having a
centl al screw and an edge or side terminal, of
an adapter having a sleeve to receive a lamp
or other electrical device, and a base, the lat-
ter adapted to screw onto the central screw,
substantially as described.

6. The combination, with a socket having a
central serew and an edge or side terminal, of
an adapter having a sleeve to receive a lamp
or other electrical device, an outerinsulating

sleeve or coating, and a base, the latter adapt-
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ed to serew onto the central screw, substan- so

tially as deseribed.
This specification signed and mtnessed this

S5th day of May, 1392.

HENRY PRICE BAILL.
YWitnesses:
AMANDUS METZGER,
W. K. GILMORE.
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