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To all whom it may concern: .
Bejitknownthat], SIDNEY RODGERS BROOKS
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Unlentown in the county of Fayette and State
of Pennsylvema, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements . in Checkreins;

and I do hereby declare that the following i 18'

a [ull, clear, and exact description of the same,
referenee bemﬂ* had to the annexed drawmwe

making a part ef this specification, and to the

letters of reference marked thereon
This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in- checkreins; and it

~ has for its objects, among others, to provlde
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an automatic check whleh shall be simple in
1ts construction, and:which can be operated to
uncheek the amma,l from the vehicle without
leaving the same, and which shall antomati-
cally eheck up the horse after he is through
drinking.

The eb;;eets and adventeges of the inven-

tion will hereinafter appear,and the novel fea-

tures thereof will be specifically defined by
the appended claim.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-

ters of reference marked: thereon form a part |

- of this speelﬁca,tlon and. in Whleh—
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Figure 1 is a perspectwe view of my im-
pwved device. Fig. 2 is a side view with
the cover to the case removed and a portion
broken away. Fig. 3 is a section through the
thesame onthe lme 2 20f Fig. 2 with the cover
in place. Fig. 41is a seetlonel detail showing
the pawl.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views.

Referring now to the details of the draw-

ings by letter A designates a suitable case,
within Whlch the operating parts are ar-
ranged. It is prowded with an extension a,
having an opening o', through which may
pass the securing means for securing it in po-
sition. I have shown a screw A’ and nut A?
for this purpose; but other means may be em-
ployed. The case may be as ornamental as

~may be desired and may bemade of any suit-

able material. The ring portion is provided
at its lower front portlon with an opening ¢*

50 for the passageof the strap, which will soon

in anysuitable manner.

be deseribed. One sideor face A°of the case

is made removable and may be held in place
This removable face
is provided upon its inner face with a plate

b, which hasa square hole to receive the square

end of the shaft B. This shaftB hasits other
end journaled in the opposite side or face of
the case, as seen in Fig. 8, and has secured

thereto one end of a flat coiled spring C, the

other end of which is held to the inner wall

of the case D, which has a removableface D’,

having an opening, through which the smd
shaft 1evolves as seen in Fig. 3. This case

carries at i_itsj,-_inner end a retehet—wheel K, as

seen in Figs. 2 and 8.

Fisastrap, preferably athin flat steel strap,
wound upon the outer surface of the flange
of the case D, with one end secured thereto,
and its other end extends through the open-

ing a®in the outer case and is provided with

a suitable device, as a snap-hook 7, for at-
tachment to the check.

G is a spring-plate having its end secured
to the extension a of the outer case, as seen
at ¢ in Figs. 1 and 2, and is bent into the re-
cess ¢’ thereof, with its free end curved to
conform to the curvature of the case, and its

extreme end is provided with a fork G’, with

a tapered or wedge-shaped space /i, as seen
in Kigs. 1 and 3. It may be provided with a
hole i/ for the attachment of a cordor string
H’, as seen by dotted lines in Fig. 1.

With the parts thus construocted and ar-
ranged the operation will be readily under-

| stood. The spring being wound upon the

shaft within the case and the strap attached
tothe check, the ratchet-wheel is held against

rotation by means of a pawl I on the spring

plate or arm G, which pawl extends through

‘a hole 7 in the outer case, and its inner end

1s bent-at right angles, as seen in Fig. 4, to

engage the ratchet, as shown in the said figure.

As soon as the horse has oceasion to drink
or for any other purpose 1t 18 desired to un-
check him all that it is necessary to do is to
draw upon the cord H’ and withdraw the pawl
from 1ts engagement with the ratchet-wheel,
when the strap I 1s free to be withdrawn
from the case, or the pawl may be withdrawn
from the ratchet by means of the whip, the
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knot in which is enﬂ’aﬂ'ed in the form of the
spring-arm in a manner which will be readily
understood. When the animal is through

~drinking, the spring automatically winds up

the strap and the pawl falls into a tooth of
the ratchet-wheel and holds it. |

The parts can readily be assembled or re-
moved for the purpose of repairs or other-
wise. The device as a whole can be made at
a minimum cost. It isdurable and notliable
to get out of order. If preferred, a screw, as
shown in dotted lines of Fig. 1, may be used--
when the device is applied to double harness,
or any suitable fastening may be employed,
as found most desirable for the purpose.

What I claim as new is—

'I'he herein- described checkrein attach-
ment, consisting of the outer case having an

480,865

spring, the strap wound around the spring-
drum, “with oneend extended through the case,
the mtchet wheel on the drum, the spring-

end formed into a fork, and a pawl ecarried

into the case and turned at right angles fo
| its length to engage the ratchet—wheel sub-

| bta,ntla,lly as specified.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the pres-
| ence of two witnesses.

SIDNFY RODGERS BROOKS.

Witnesses:
GEO. W. H. SHIRKEY,
| CHAS. N. SHIRKEY.

arm secured to the case and having its free

by. the spring-arm, Wlth its free end extended

| extension,thespring-drum within the case, the
20
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