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To all whom it may concern:

DBe it known that I, ANDREW C. MACK, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Port-

land, in the county of Multnomah and State | passage
of Oregon, have invented a new and useful |

Key Guard or Fastener, of which the follow-
ing 18 a specification. |

The invention relates to improvements in
key guards or fasteners.

The object of the present invention 1s to
provide a simple and inexpensive device
adapted to be readily applied to a door to
prevent a key from being forced out of alock
or turned by mnippers or other instruments
from the exterior. - _

The invention consists in the construection
and novel combination and arrangement of

parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated

in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended. |
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of a key fastener or guard constructed
in accordance with this invention, the parts |

being in operative position. FKig. 2 1s a front
elevation showing the parts folded. Fig. 3
is a transverse sectional view, the parts be-
ing shown as in Kig 1. Ifig. 4 1s a perspec-
tive view illustrating a modification of the
invention. | )

TL.ike numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-

ings. - |
1 designates an escutcheon-plate, to which

is attached a folding bracket 2, comprising a |

back plate 3, a shelf 4, and a brace 5. 'T'he
back plate 3 is snitably secured to a door by
serews or the like and is arranged on the 1in-
ner face of thesame, andisprovided atits up-
per edge with a slot 6, registering with the
keyhole-slot of the escutcheon-plate to per-
mit the insertion and withdrawal of a key 7.

The shelfishorizontally disposedandishinged

at its inner edge to the top of the back plate
3.and it is adapted when in a horizontal posi-
tion to fit against and support the outer en-
larged end or eye of the key 7, which eye is
arranged horizontally on the shelf, whereby

the key will be held against turning, and 1ts |

inner end will be arranged transversely of
the key-slot to prevent the key being forced
out of thelock.. When the shelf is notin use,

it is folded vertically on the back plate, and
it is provided at its inner edge with a slot s,
which registers with the keyhole to provide a
for the key. The shelf 5 is hinged
vertically to the back plate, against which itis
adapted to be folded when not in use, and 1t
is arranged at right angles to the back plate
to support the shelf in a horizontal position.
It is prevented slipping and accidentally fold-
ing by any tampering with the key from the
exterior by a notched flange 9,dependingfrom
the lower face of the shelf and preferably
formed by striking out a portion of the metal
of the shelf.

T'he device is especially designed for use in
hotels, boarding-houses, private residences,
and the like, and it will be found especially
advantageous on the bed room-doors of hotels
and boarding-houses.

Idesireittobe understood thatI do notlimit
myself to the precise details of construction,
as I may, withoutdeparting from the spirit of
the invention, make minor changes therein,
such as the arrangement of the brace forsup-
porting the shelf in a horizontal position, as
illustrated in Fig.4 of the accompanying draw-
1ngs.

What I claim 1s—

1. A key guard or fastener comprising a
folding bracket consisting of a horizontal
shelf hinged at its inner end and a hinged
brace arranged to support the shelf in a hori-
zontal position, substantially as described.

- 9. A key guard or fastener consisting of a
bracket comprising a back plate provided
with a slot to register with a keyhole-slot
of a lock, a horizontal shelf hinged at its in-
ner end to the back plate and provided with
a slot arranged adjacent to the slot of the
back plate,said shelf having a notched flange,
and a brace hinged to the back plate and ar-
ranged to engage the notched flange to sup-
port the shelf in a horizontal position, sub-
stantially as described. | .

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.
| ANDREW C. MACK.

Witnesses: -

L.. STEPHENS,

J. H. GALLINGER.
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