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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, JAMES T. FoX, a citizen
of the United States, and a resident of Sher-
man, in the county of Grayson and State of

5 lexas, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Gate-Latches; and I do de-
clare the following to be-a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-

10 pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a side view of

15 gate and latch., Iig. 2 is a perspective view
of the lateh.

This invention has relation to certain new
and useful improvements in gate-latches, the
object being to provide a simple and conven-

2o l1ent device of this character so constructed
as to permit of its ready adjustment to differ-
ent gates, and also its adjustment, as may be
required, subsequent to its attachment to the
gate, without necessitating its removal; and

25 the invention consists in the novel construc-
tion and combination of par ts all as herein-
after specified.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter
A designates a swinging gate, to any ordinary

30 form of which my lateh is applicable. Said
latch consists of a lateh-bar B, working loosely
in an elongated vertical slot ¢ in the front
post C of the gate, through which it projects.
Connected to the intermediate portion of said

35 baris an arm D, curved forwardly at its up-
per portion and rigidly secured to a transverse
handle-bar F. Said bar F at its intermediate
portion is reduced in diameter, as shown at £,
to form a journal portion having loose bear-

10 ings in staples or brackets ¢ ¢ on the post C,
and it is to this reduced or journal portion
between the bearings that the arm D is con-
nected. On each end of the bar I are verti-
cal handles G. The connection between the

45 arm D and the latch-bar B is effected by

means of an elongated longitudinal slot /2 in |
sald latch-bar, whieh 18 adjustably engaged
by a small bolt or pin %, having a nut %/, said
bolt or pin passing through the lower portion
50 of the arm D. It will therefore be apparent

I that the throw of the latch-bar or the extent

of its projection through the post C may be
coverned by varying the point of connection
between said bar and the arm D, so that the
latch may be withdrawn sufficiently to pre- 55
vent the latching, if desired, and may also be
adjusted to gates having front posts of differ-

ent thicknesses or separated by different in-
tervals from the lateh-post H of the fence;
also, that an angular adjustment may be read- 6o
1ly effected between said bar and the arm D,

if required, to bring the bar into a,lw*nment
with the slot a or With the latch—plate of the
post . Said lateh-plate, when it is desired
that the gate shall swing freely both ways,1s 65
beveled from both edges tothe central keeper-
slot 1, which is enoan‘ed by a catch projection

p’ on the projecting end of thelatch-bar. It

it is desired to permit the gate to swing but
one way, a stop may be provided on the post 7o
H or one wall of the slot p may be projected

to form a stop, asshown in the drawings. It

is usually intended that the weight of the han-
dles shall be sufficient to normally hold the
latch locked; but in case it may be desired to 75
use light handles a spring M may be employed
for this purpose, as shown in the drawings.
Raising the handles will rock the bar F in its
bearings to withdraw the latceh-bar from en-
oagement with the latch-plate.

Having described this invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

A ﬂ'ate-lateh comprising the la,tch bar B,
hm*mﬂ- therein a longitudinal slot 7, the arm 85
D, connected to the Intermediate pmtmu of
said bar by a bolt or pin &, passing adjustably
through said slot, said arm being curved for-
wardly at its upper portion, and a transverse
handle-bar T, rigidly secured to the upper go
end of said arm, said handle-bar having a cen-
tral reduced portion 7, formming a journal for
its rocking support on the gate-post, substan-
tially as bpeuﬁed

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein g5

p1 esence of two witnesses.
J A“\IES T. FOX, .

3¢

- Witnesses:
Ro0ss BAKER,
G. W. EASTWARD.
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