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1o all whom It may coneeri:

BeitknownthatI, EDWARD E. STACY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Y hiting,
in the county of Monona and State of lowa,
have invented anew and useful Self-Buttoner
for Shoes, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to buttoning attach-
ments for shoes, wherein the operation 1s au-
tomatic and the parts self-acting; and it con-
sists in the construction and arrangement of
the parts thereof, as will be more fully herein-
after deseribed and claimedi.

The object of the invention Is to provide
means for conveniently buttoning a shoe by
the operation of simple and e ectwe mechan-
ism in connection with the shoe, and which 18
so constructed asto conform to the movements
of the ankle, the parts being strong and dura-
ble, easily applied, and readily operated.

In the drawings, Figure 1 18 a perspective
view of a shoe, showing the 1improved device
applied thereto. Iig. 218 a plan view of a
portion of a shoe broken away to show the
mechanism and on an enlarged scale. If1g.3
is a perspective view of the mechanism de-
tached. Fig. 4 isa modified form of construc-
tion. Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view of one
of the plates in inverted position.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts In the several views.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates The upper of a shoe and especially
that portion thereof which usually supports
the buttons. On the under side of the saild
part of the shoe, against the inner lining, are
secured two shanks or plates 2 2, which are
pivotally connected to each other, as at g, the
said pivotal portion of the same being located
about the ankle-line, to thereby conform to
the movements of the foot and ankle and
avoid stiffness and rigidity of the shoe. The
plates 2 2 have arms 4 secured thereto, with
upturned screw-threaded ends 5§ to receive
button-heads 6. As many ¢f the arms 4
will be used as are found necessary and de-
sirable, and will be arranged proportionately
to the length of the upper of the shoe. Two
levers 7 7 are mounted in the buttonhole-flap
3 and pivotally connected to each other,as at

tion of the plates 2 2, and each lever has at-
tached thereto an opemtmo-lever 10." The
said levers 7 are fitted in pockets 11 of the
buttonhole-flap 8 and through the medium of
the operating-levers 10 are adapted to draw
the said flap over on the buttons or heads 0,
so that the buttonholes will align therewith
and engage the same, The operating-levers
10, when not in use, are adapted to be turned
down under the flap 8 and to engage clasps
12, secured to the said flap §, and clasps 15,
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which are connected to plates 14, exterioriy

connected overthe button-flap1 and the plates
9 thereunder. The lowermost end of the
lower lever 7 is connected to a lug or eye, as
at 15, and adjacent to the point where said
levers 7 are connected to each other a plate
16 is secured, having an eye 17, to which the
oper atmﬂ'—levels 10 are attach ed the said plate
16 being also secured to the buttonhole-ﬂ&p
of the Shee, and by means of the same sald
flap is drawn over onto the buttons when the
leverisoperated. Vhen theoperating-levers
10 are in disuse and turned in under the but-
tonhole-flap, the same are hidden from exter-
nal view and are held in thig position by en-
cagement with the clasps hereinbefore set
forth.

- In Fig. 4 a different form of button-headis
shown, which is secured on the arms4 and ma-
terially aids in providing an automatic fas-
tener in connection with the self-buttoning
attachment.

In operation the levers 10 are released and
used to draw each of the sections of the but-
tonhole-flap to which they are secured over
the butitons or heads 6, when the latter are
then caused to engage the buttonholes of the
lap and firmly secure the parts of the shoe in
the same manner as an ordinary buttoned
shoe. ¥When the shoe is buttoned, the said
levers are then turned under the buttonhole-
ap to engage the clasps set forth, and all
parts are thel ebyv concealed,

This form of construection dispenses with
the use of a button-heok and the tedious op-
eration of applying buttons to a shoe, as well
as the inconvenience arising from separation

- of the buttons from the shoe, all of which will

be readily understood and appreciated by

9, for the same purpose as the pivotal connee- | thogse familiar with the art
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Having thus described the invention, what | same being secured to the upper, pivoted le-
18 claimed as new is— vers connected to the button-flap, operating- 1g
1. In a self-buttoner for shoes and the like, | levers connected to said pivoted levers, and
the combination of two plates pivotally con- | clasps connected to said button-flap to be en-
5 nected to each other and extending length- | gaged by said operating-levers, substantially
wise of the upper and carrying buttons or | as described.
heads, and levers pivotally connected to a In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 2o
portion of said plates for operating the but- | myown I have hereto atffixed my signature in
ton-flap to draw the same over onto the said | the presence of two witnesses.

1o buttons or heads, substantially as described. EDWARD E. STACY.
2. In a self-buttoner for shoes and the like, Witnesses:
the combination of two plates, pivotally con- FRED MCCAUSLAND,

.. E. CHRISTIE.

nected and carrying buttons or heads, the
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