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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosePH L. FREDLIHP, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Por-
tersville, in the county of I‘ulme a.nd State of
Oalifomia, have invented a new and useful

suspender-Clasp, of which the following is a

specification.
This invention relates to improvements in
supporters and clasps for the same; and the

objects in view are to provide an improved
clasp forsecuring the suspender or supporter

ends to the trousersorother apparel, whereby

I obviate the necessity of employing buttons,
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with thelr consequent disadvantages, caused
by their coming off and becoming lost.

Otherobjects and advantages of the inven-
tion will appear in the following description,
and thenovelfeatures thereof will be particu-
larly pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 isa per-
spective of a pair of suspenders provided
with clasps constructed in accordance with
my Invention, said clasps being shown as
closed. FHig. 2 is a detail in perspective of
one of the clasps, the same being shown en-
larged and as open. Tie. 3 1s a vertical lon-
gitudinal section of the clasp. Figs. 4 and
5 are similar views of modified constructions.

Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

Referring more particularly to Fig. 1,1 1
designate the opposite diverging suspender-
terminals, which are connected at their rear
ends by the usual clip 2, and are provided
near their front ends with the adjastable
slides 3, each of which in this instance has
depending therefrom a hook 4, a similarhook
4 depending from the clip 2. o designates
metal loops, in which are loosely supported
the short straps 6, usually provided with but-
tonholes forengaging with the buttonsonthe
apparel of the wearer. The loops d are pro-
vided with eyes 7, which are adapted to re-
movably engage with the hooks 4. Theends
of the straps 6 have secured thereto clips 3
and in each a ring 9 is loosely connected.

I now come to the construection of clasp
whereby I obviate the necessity of employing
buttons for connecting the apparel with the
straps 6. 1t will be undelstood that in lieu

style of suspender may be employed or any
supporter for apparel may be substituted.

The clasp-body 10 may be formed of ablock

of metal or bent to the shape shown. In the
present instance, however, as best shown 1n
Figs. 2 and 5, 1t is of the former. This block
1s slotted from its lower end to near its up-
per, so as to form a rear wall 11, a front wall
12, and an intermediate space 13, into which
the garmentis to be inserted. DBoth thefront
and rear walls 11 and 12 are provided with
longitudinal openings or slots 14, the rear

wall being reinforced and therear blde of 1ts

| opening closed by means of a back plece

15, having a series of indentations 16. To
the lower end of the front walls 12 there is
hinged, as at 17, a swinging leaf or member
18, the same being of inverted-L shape; or,
in other words, provided at its free end with
a right-angularly-bent locking portion 19, the
same having a perforation20. Theswinging
member 18 is adapted to fold up against the
front wall 12 and its perforation 20 to be
sprung over and interlocked with a small lug
21, formed upon the upper end of the clasp-
body 10. The inner face of the member 18
is provided with one or a series of needles
or spurs 22, (in this instance three,) and the
points of the same are coincident with the in-
dentations or cavities 16, formed 1n the back-
ing or reinforcing plate 15. Any suitable

ring.or connecting device 23 is located at the

upper end of the clasp-body, (in this instance
a ring being employed,) and the same 1nter-
locks with the ring 9, with which the ends of
the straps 6 are provided.

In Fig. 4 I have illustrated a modified con-
struetion of clasp, and in said construection 1
employ a clasp-body comprising the rear wall
24, having perforations 25 for the reception

of needles or spurs, and a front wall 26, the

[atter being slotted in the same manner as
the front wall 12 of the form of clasp shown
in Fig. 2. In this instance, however, theslot
extends from near the bottom to the upper
end of the front wall, and also at the upper
end of the clasp and between the walls of the
said slot there is pivoted by a pin 27 the
swinging member 28. This member is pro-
v1ded with angular faces 29 and 30 and atits

of the above-described suspender any other | inner side Wlth pins or spurs o1, coincident
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with the perforations 25 of the back wall 24.
A ring 32 has its terminals connected to the
pin 2’7, and a spring 33 is secured at its lower
end to the rear face of the back wall of the
clasp, and at its free end lies against either
of the angular faces 29 or 30, in accordance
with the position of the swinging member.
IFFor instance, by swinging the Tower end of
the member outwm"dbf so that the clasp 1s
open, the spring lies against the face 29, and
by closing said member the spring lies ﬂgainst
the face 30,s0 that the said member1s locked
in either position, or rather is held either
closed or open, the latter position serving to
lock the clasp to the garment, while the for-
mer position is opened to permit of the 1n-
sertion of the garment into the clasp.

In Fig.5 I have illustrated a further modi-
fication, and in this instance the clasp-body
comprises a rear wall 34 and a front wall 35,
the former having the cavities 36 and the lat-
ter provided with a slot or opening extend-
ing from a point at its bottom to near its up-
per end. DPivoted in this opening, as at 38,18
a hinged member 39, provided at itsinner side
with needles or spurs 40, coincident with and
adapted to take into the aforesaid cavities 30.
A curved spring-leaf 41 is pivoted, as at 42,
to the {ront face of the clasp-body above the
opening in its front wall,and at its lower end
is adapted to be swung over the upper free
end of the hinged member 39.
is provided at its outer face with a screw or
stud 43, with which the free edge of the afore-
sald spring engages.

In praectice the series of claspsareopened to
receive the edges of the garments to which
they are to be applied, and after having been
settled in position the said members of the
clasps are swung to a closed position, the nee-
dles or spurs being forced through the mate-
rial and taking into the cavities provided for
their reception. As before stated, the clasps

are especlally adapted for use upon suspend-
ers and are designed to obviate the necessity
of employing buttons upon the pants for this
purpose, whereby I avoid all the inconven- |

"This member.

479,038

iences arising therefrom, such as frequent
loosening, brea]ﬂnw or tea,mnw out under
Stl"&il’l &(3
suspendels fromthe pants it is simply neces-
sary to disconnect the eyes 7 of the clips &
from the hooks 4 of the slides 3. It Is in-
tended that a set of clasps and their connect-
ing-straps 6 be employed for each pair of
trousers or pants, so that it is simply neces-
sary to remove the shoulder-straps or termi-
nalsof thesuspendersinorder to change them
from one pair of pants to another.

Having described my invention,
claim is—

1. The herein- described improved clasp,
the same consisting of the inverted-U-shaped
rigid metal bodyslotted transversely from its
lower end to nearits upperend,forming front
and rear walls,the former having a slot in 1ts
front face, the swinging member hinged 1in
the lower end of the slot of the front walland
provided on its inner face with needles 1n-
wardly disposed and adapted to enter cavi-
ties formed in the front face of the rear wall,
and means for removably locking said swing-
ing member in a closed position, substan-
tially as specified.

2, The herein-deseribed improved clasp hav-
ing the inverted-U-shaped body forming the
front and rear walls, each provided with a sloft,
a reinforcing or backing wall located 1n rear
of the slotof the back wall and provided with
cavities, and the inverted-L-shaped hinged
member 18, pivoted, as at 17, to the lower end
of the front wall and having the spurs 22 for
engaging the cavities of the back wall, the
upper angular end of the member having a
perforation 20, adapted to spring over a lock-
ing-lug 21, located upon the upper end of the
clasp-body, substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JOSKEPI 1., FREDLIHP,

what 1

YWithesses:
LoUIS BAGRY,
M. B. CRAWFORD.

When 1L is desired to remove the
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