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To all whom tt may concerw:

Be it known that I, JouN T. LEMON, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Colum-

“bus, in the county of Franklin and State of
Ohio, have invented a certain new and use-

ful Improvement in Carpet-Stretching De-
vices,of which the following is a specification.

My invention relatesto carpet-stretehers of
that class adapted to be used in conneection
with a carpet-fastening device wherein the
edges of the carpet are engaged with hooks

projecting from a floor-cleat.
The objects of my invention are toprovide
a simple and inexpensive form of earpet-

stretching device for use in connection with
the above-mentioned class of carpet-attach-
ipg devices and to so construct and arrange
sald stretching deviee as to admit of the car-

petbeingtightlystretched thereby and hooked

over the cleat catch-hook in a rapid and ef-
fective manner. These objects I acecomplish
in the manner illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which-— _

Kigure 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of a flooring, showing a section of carpet con-
nected with the attaching-hooks and showing
my improved streteching device in position for
use; and Iig. 2 is an enlarged detail view of
a portion of my improved stretcher.

Similar letters refer tosimilar parts through-
out the several views. -

a represents the flooring of a room, and b
represents an attaching - cleat, which is se-

- cured upon said flooring in line with and ad-
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Joining the base-board orside wall of a room.
From this eleat b project outwardly upturned
hooks &', with which the edges of the carpet
are designed to engage, as shown, said hooks
being employed. as a substitute for tacks or
other ordinary means of securing the carpet
to the flooring. |

¢ represents my improved carpet-stretcher,
which is in the form of an angular lever, as
shown, the handle portion ¢’ of said lever

45 being approximately at right angles with its
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or provided with an eye ¢

shorter stretching-arm ¢ The portion ¢? of
saidstretching-lever hasitsend portion turned
slightly outward and flattened, as shown at
¢’. 'This outturned end portion ¢? is pierced
The arm ¢? of
the stretching-lever bas projecting outwardly

therefrom at right angles therewith two or
more separated teeth or spurs d? said spurs
being arranged at pointsnear the vertex of the

angle formed by the junection of the arms ¢’ ¢2.

One or more of the edgesof the carpet hav-

ing been engaged with the hooks of one of
-the side cleats b and it being desired to en-

gage the remaining edges with the remaining

side-cleat hooks and at the same time stretch 6
the carpet between the hook portions thereof,

my invention is utilized as follows: The eye
¢* of the lever is made to engage with the
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desired one of .the hooks on eitherside of the -

hooks to. be engaged with the carpet. The
outer end or handle portion of the arm ¢’ of
the lever is then sufficiently elevated tocause
an engagement of the teeth d with the car-
pet e. T'he portion of thecarpet thusengaged
18 by turning the stretching-lever toward the

‘next unused hook b’ forced to such position

as to admit of the lever and the carpet which

Is engaged thereby being sufficiently raised
to press the carpet down over the new hook,
‘The lever being pivoted or fulerumed upon
one of the hooks and being turned thereon

as described, it is obvious that the arc trav-
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ersed by said lever will result in stretching

the carpet both in the direction of the ecleat
and toward the latter. The teeth d are so
arranged that when the lever is driven to a
position adjoining the hook to be engaged

sald hook will find g bearingbetween the teeth.

It is obhvious that the stretching-arm might
be of such length as to be made to engage
with other hooks of the series than that next
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the new hook to be engaged and that said

stretching-lever might be provided with more
than one pivot-arm to admit of a pivotal en-
gagement with more than one of said hooks
at a time, | : : -

It will be observed that the construction of
my device is exceedingly simple and inexpen-
sive and its operation will be simple and ef-
fective. | | |

‘Owing to the form of my device it will be

observed that when desired the stretching-
lever may be so turned as to admit of a pregs-
ure either to the right or left. 'This reversi-

ble feature of my device is of great utility
in stretching the carpet to engage with the
first hook of one side of a room, in which case
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one of said arms, and an eye formed' in the
outer end of said toothed arm, substantially 1o
as and for the purpose specified. |

JOHN T. LEMON.

the eye of the lever is pivoted on one of the
disengaged hooks of the newside of the room.

- Having now fully described my invention,
what I desire to secure by Letters Patent is—

-5 A carpet-stretching device consisting of a
lever ¢, having two integrally-formed arms
which are substantially at right angles with :
each other, a series of teeth projecting from |

In presence of—
F. F. HOFFMAN,
K. E. BRAGG.
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