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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be .it- known that I, HARRIET MERRELL

CLARK, residing at Flushing, in the county

of Queens and State of New York, have in-

vented certain new and useful Improvements

in’ Waists and Sapporters, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
‘therein to the accompanying drawin gas.

. This invention relates to suspenders or.gar-

IO

ment-supports and waists especially for chil- |
- The object of the invention is to produce a |

~ suspender connected to a waist in such man-
~.ner that the nether garments . may be sup-

" 20

ported at the back by an elastic support ex-

“tending to the shoulder-band of the waist or
- shirt; also, to produce a combined waist and
~elastic suspender in which the weight sap-
- ported from the slioulders shall be distributed:
at the waistband; also, to make a washdble

~ garment having elastic suspenders removable

therefrom; also, to improve various details in

- the construction of garment-supports.

as

- Pig. 2 is a rear elevation of the same, the sus-
- penders indicated in dottedlines. Fig. 3isa,

- Figure 1 is a front view of a shirt-waist

thrown open at the front to show the connec-
tion of the suspenders at the back thereof.

. rear. elevation of an underwaist with sus-

3’Q

pender and stocking-support attachments,"|
- Figs. 4 and'5 are sectional details of the part |

- connectling the suspenders to the ‘shoulder-

- strap. Fig. 6 isanen

35

- b1 larged detail of the sus-
pender detached. | :

- ing buttons B B for the attachment of trous-

40

ors or knickerbockers to the waist. -

In the present inventiomn 'the-bu'ttﬁns-af'ﬂia

back of the waist areomitted,and instead.of at-
tachingthe trousers directly tb the waist at the
pack the trousers are there attached to but- {

~ tons or other common fastenings B, which are

45

~ attached fo elastic susperiders C.

The body of the elastic suspenders C l-i'.é.

formed from asinglepiece of elastic webbing, |
which’ is folded back™ and forth upon itself |
‘nearly in form of the Roman capital: M or

- like an inverted W. The middle fold is se-

g0

cured permanently by stitching or similar fas-
tening, and a tab ¢ is preferably attached.
The webbing at the fold or the tab, or ‘bath,

The letter A indicates a shirt or washable
. waist, such as is-worn by small boys, and hav-

 should. have an. attaching deviece, such as a
button or buttons B. The reverse folds of |
the webbing pass through links.D D of motal s
or other strong material, and the webbing is |
secured by stitching toretain thelinks perma-
nently. The ends of-the webbing are prefer-
ably reinforeed. by tabs e e of inelastic mate- |
rial, and the buttons B are attached to said 6o
tabs, | o - |
- The waist, whether a shirt-waist or under-
waist, has shoulder-straps ¥ extending from |
the shoulder-seam down the back of the gar-
‘mment and preferably stitched to thegarment. 65
These straps-incline from the shoulders to-

| ward the middle of the back. The ends of

straps If are free, or the straps have continu-
ations F sewed to thestraps and garmentand
- provided with buttonholes. - A button B’ is 7o
sewed to each strap a little above the end,
and the free ends of these straps F or their
-continnations I are passed through rings D
-and then buttoned over buttons B”. The up-
per folds of the suspenidersare thus connected 75
‘to the shoulder-straps of the garment, and the
central fold of the suspenders is in such posi-
tion as to-draw from both shoulder-straps,
while the end pieces .of the webbing draw
separately on the -straps and. garment con- 85
nected thereto.. e
Iloles H in the shirt-waist similar to.but-
‘tonholes are provided at the back, through
which holes the tabs ¢ e e pass, and the trous-
ers are buttoned to the buttonson.these tabs. -8 5

| The suspenders C permit the movemont of

| material of the shirt-waist below the points.
-of attachiment:of the suspenders, and as the -

the body in bending without drawing on the-

| waist -above these points is strengthered by go

| the shoulder-straps the pull on the baek of
the Jcéllar-ba‘ndand the teari ng o ff of b_Flll't(}llB | .

- ' -
.

is-avoided. -~ o , .
- In attaching the same saspenders to under- )
| walsts, as A’, the connection is made at the 0%

| outside instead of inside of the garmont, and

“thus the holes I are avoided.. The shouldor-
straps I extend over the shoulders as faras
may beé nécessary to insure tho: required

strength. . At the back of the garmont these 100

| straps are attached to the toxtile matorinl of . - o

‘the garment by stitching, and tho tab I”? s
1 attached by stitching between tiho fabric of
| the garment and the shoulder-strap and bat-:
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“foned back on the buttons B’. as hasbeen de-

seribed.

‘For washing the waists the straps F/ or F*.

are unbuttoned and thesuspenders C are then
removed froin the walist, which can then be

v

washed .with no more difficulty than pertains

 to washing buttoned garments of similar char-
acter. | | o
The shoulder-straps I ave nreferably at-

‘o tached to the body of the waist.along thelines
-of greatest strength. Btraps S may be con-
nected to the waist between the shoulder-
straps and body portion and extend down
at the side of the wearer for attachment of
15 the stocking-supporters. The stocking-sup-
porters may then extend down between the
vrousers and drawers of the wearer instead

of passing inside the drawers, as is generally

" the case with garments of this character. In
20
weight is supported.from the shoulder-straps.

From the foregoing description, covering
modifications, it will not be difficult o deduce’

other modifications, bearing 1n mind that the

25 salient features of the invention are the ‘sus-

penders in their peculiar form and the con-

‘nection of the same to the shoulders of the

gariment by straps extending in such’ direc-

tion as to secure greatstrength in the garment
'and comfort to the wearer '

30
| What I claim 15—

1. The garment having straps at_,ta,ch_e*d* .
thereto at the shoulders and extending down-
the back, where they are provided with attach-

2% ing means, in combination with the elastic M-

N

‘stantially as described.

‘this instance, as with-the suspenders, -the

-

shaped suspenders having means for attach-

r

ing one of the upwardly-extending folds to the

strap extending from one shoulder only and

the other fold to the other shoulder-strap and
means for attaching the two downwardly-ex- 40

tending ends and the middle fold to the nether
garment, substantially as deseribed. |

9. "The garment having shoulder-straps at-
toched and extending down the back, as de-
seribed, and provided at the lower ends with 45
tabs and buttons,in combination with the M-
shaped elastic snspenders having loops at the
two upper folds, through which the said tabs
oxtend, said suspenders having means for at-

‘taching the two pendent ends and the pend- 50

ent middle fold to the netwer garment, sub-

3. The shirt-waist deseribed, having at-
tached inside shoulder-straps extending down

‘the back, provided with tabs, as described,and 55

having holes below said shoulder-straps for

| the passage of thesuspenders, in combination

with the M-shaped suspenders connected at
their upper folds to said tabs and having their
lower ends and folds extending through the 6o
holes in the shirt and p_rovideﬁ' with means
£or attachment to a nether garment, sitbstan-.
tially as deseribed.” -

In testimony whereof I affix inysignature in

‘presence of two witnesses.

. HARRIET M. CLARK.

- Witnesses:. - -
'FRANKIE M. HITCHINS

‘W, H. MERRELL.
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