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Lo all whom it may concern:

New York eity, in the county and State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Ankle-Supports for Skates,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-

-act desecription.

My invention relates to an ankle-support

- for skates, and has for its object to provide
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a device which is exceedingly simple and ca-

‘pable of being applied to skates of any pat-

tern or style, and, further, to so construct the
support that it may be light and may be used
without proving an impediment to the skater

or giving any discomfort whatsoever.

Another object of the invention is to form
the support in suech manner that motion in

~direction of the heel and toe of the skatemay

20

be freely exercised and whereby a lateral mo-
tion liable to dislocate the ankle, strain, or

- otherwise injure 1t may be prevented.
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The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several parts,
as will De hereinafter fully set forth, and
pointed ouf in the claims. o

Reference isto be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,

‘in which similar figcures and letters of refer-

ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
views. | | - | |

Ifigure 1 is a side elevation of a skate hav-
Ing the support applied thereto and illustrat-
ing the attachment of the support. Fig. 2 ig

~a perspective view of the support detached
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from the skate. Fig. 3 is a vertical section
through a portion of the heel-plate and
through a portion of the body of the device,
thesection being taken, practically,on theline
3 3 of Fig. 4; and Fig. 4 is a section taken,
practically, on the line 4 4 of Fig. 3, showing
the flange of the heel-plate in front elevation.

The support is adapted to be secured to

‘the heel-plate A of the skate in such manner

that it may be readily applied to the plate or
disengaged therefrom, and to that end pref-

erably the front portion of the heel-plate is

provided with an upwardly-turned flange A’.
- T'he support consists of an- essentially-U-
shaped body 10. Thisbody is made of metal
as light as possible consistent with strength
and is ordinarily more or less flattened at its
upper end, as indicated at 11 in the draw-

;
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_ | _ | | ings. In thelower p'ortion of the body 10 two
~Be it known that I, Lukg W. KENNEY, of |

threaded apertures are produced, adapted for
the reception of set-serews 12, the said serews
being ordinarily manipulated through the me-

dium of a wrench or a key, and in order that
the body of the device may be expeditiously -

and conveniently secured to a skate recesses
15 are made in the flange of the heel-plate to
receive the set-screws. By these means to
disconnect the body of the device from the

skate it is simply necessary to remove one

set-screw and loosen the other. Uponthe in-

| ner face of the bow-section of the body 10 a
sharp flange 10* is located, as best shown in
Figs. 2 and 3, this flange being adapted to en-
ter the heel of the boot or shoe to which the

skate 18 to be secured. -
The support, in addition to the body 10,
consists of two yokes 14 and 15, oppositely

‘disposed and ordinarily constructed of a light

wire. These yokes are pivoted in the upper
flattened ends of the body, the pivotal con-
nection being effected in a manner enabling
the yokes to be bent one downward in di-
rection of the heel and the other in direc-
tion of the toe of theskate when the support
is applied. The front yoke 14 has secured

to it a strap 16, the ends of which strap are
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provided with apertures 17. This strap is

attached to the forward or inner face of the

yoke, and a second strap 18 is attached to

the rear or inner face of the opposed yoke,
and this latter strap is provided at or near
its extremities with buckles 19.

| The straps
are attached at or near their cernters to the

yokes, and in lieu of buckles for fastening

for uniting them may be employed. .

~ In operation the bottom of the U-body 10,
which has its side faces flattened at that
point, is brought in engagement with the in-
ner face of the flange of the heel-plate, the
heads of the set-screws being at the front or
outer side of the body.
position upon the heel-plate, the set-serews
will enter the recesses 13 in the flanges of the

plate, and the screws are turned by means of

a suitable implement until their heads are
brought into close, positive, and frictional en-
gagement with the outer face of the flange, as
shown in Fig. 1. S |

When the bodyis in

the two straps together anyequivalentdevice
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When the skate is worn, the body 10 at its
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lower end will be beneath the instep and the | " sk :
| essentially, of a U-shaped body, yokes pivoted

arms of the body will extend upward one at
cach side of the foof in direction of the an-

kle and one of the yokes 14 will extend across

the front portion of the ankle and the other

yoke across the rear portion, and they are
held in an upwardly-inclined position around

the ankle by uniting the ends of thestrap 16
with the ends of the strap 18, thereby form-:

ing a belt, as it were, around the top of the
shoe or the ankle above the shoe.

477,550

2. .An ankle-support for skates, consisting,

to the upper ends of the body, facing each
other,and capable of being carried downward
at opposite sides of the body, and straps con-
nected with the yokes and adapted for unit-
ing them and holding them in a predeter-
mined position, as and for the purpose set
forth. . |

3. An ankle-support for skates, consisting
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{ of an essentially-U-shaped body provided

This device, when not required for use, may ,
be quickly disengaged from the skate, fold-
ed up, and placed in the pocket, and it isevi-:

dent from the foregoing description that its-
application to the skate may be-expeditiously

and conveniently made.

with set-serews in its lower portion, yokes
pivotally attached to the upper ends of the

body, facing one another, and adapted to be

folded down against opposite sides of the
body, a strap secured to one yoke, having ap-

| ertures at both of its ends, and a'second strap

The device is exceedingly simple, durable,

and economice.

the formation of a front flange upon the heel--

plate and the recessing of the flange for the: ,
| apertured flange at one end,of an ankle-sup-

reception of the set-serews.

To apply it requires noother:
change in the construction of a skate than

When thedeviee is.worn, it will support the:

ankle and enable a skater with ceomfort to:
travel long distances, and, as its name im- |
plies, will protect the ankle by effectually
o

Having thus described my invention, I:
claim as new and desire to secure by Lietters
| fastening devices secured to the ¥yokes, as

supporting it. -

Patent—

1. An ankle-support for skates, consisting |

of an essentially-U-shaped body, yokes piv--
otally attached to the upper ends of the body, |
the yokes facing one another, and fastening |

devices carried by the yokes, as ana for the

purpose specified.

attached to the opposite yoke and carrying

buckles at its ends, substantially as shown

and described.

4. The combination, with the heel-plate of
a skate, provided with an upwardly-turned

port consisting of an essentially-U-shaped
body, set-screws located in the lower portion

of the body and adapted to enter the aper-

tures in the flange of the heel-plate, yokes
pivoted upon the upper ends of the body, fac-
ing-one another, and capable of foldingdown-
ward at opposite sides of the body, and strap-

and for the purpose specified.

LUKE W. KENNEREY.
Witnesses:
PETER ‘C. CONROY,
MARY A. CONROY.
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