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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE M. D. POMEROY AND GEORGE H. WEBBER, OF LEBANON, INDIANA.

POTATO-DIGGER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Paﬁent No. 477,266, dated June 21, 1892,
. Application filed January 12, 1892, Serial No. 417,863, (No model.)

To &ll whom it mayly COncer.:
Beitknownthatwe, GEORGEM.D.POMEROY
and GEORGE H. WEBBER, citizens of the

- United States, residing at I.ebanon, in the

10

county of Boone and State of Indiana, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
mentsin Potato-Diggers; and wedo hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference being
had to the annexed drawings, making a part

of this specification, andtotheletters of refer-

-~ ence marked thereon.

20

usefulimprovements in potato-diggers of that
class wherein provision is made for the gath-
ering of the potatoesinto a suitable receptacle
and dumping thewn therefrom when desired.

The present invention has for its objects,

‘among others, to provide a more complete and

efficient machine of this class which shall be
capable of doing more work and that more

- satisfactorily, and in which is provided an
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improved reel for gathering the potatoesand
sifting the dirt therefrom and delivering them
clean to the box. | - -

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel
features thereof will be specifically defined
by the appended claims. | |

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-

ters of reference marked thereon, form a part

of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 18 & top plan view of ourimproved

potato-digger with a portion of the seat
broken away. Iig. 2 is a substantially cen-
tral vertical longitudinal section through the
same. |

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
in both views. | |

Referring now to the details of the draw-
ings by letter, A designates the frame, which
may beof any approved form of construction,
and in suitable bearingson which is journaled
the axle A’.

B are the wheels, of known construction, be-

ing two in number, the parts being so located
relatively to each other as to be balanced.
B’ is the pole or tongue, held to the front
end of the frame by the irons ¢ and carrying
the draft attachments, which may be of any

~approved form,

| 3
This invention relates to certain new and

|
|

- B*is the seat, supported on the seat-su p-
ports &', as seen in both views. =«

To the rear of the frame is affixed in any
suitable manner an inclined transverse board
C, which forms the forward side of the pota-

to-box, the remaining portion of which con-

sists of the end pieces ¢ and the rear side ¢/,
secured together and hinged to the frame, as
by strap-hinges ¢/, as seen in Tig. 1, so that

the two ends and rear side may be moved on
the said hinges when it is desired to dump

the potatoes. Inorder that the operator may
do this from his seat, we provide the crank-

shaft D, journaled in suitable bearings d on

the forward cross-bar of the frame and pro-
vided with foot-pieces d’, as seen best in Fig.
1. The cranks at the ends of this shaft are
connected to each end of the movable portion
of the box by the rods or links D’, as seen in
said Fig. 1. It will be readily seen how by
means of the foot or feet on the said foot-
pleces the movable portion of the box may be
caused to turn so as to dump the potatoes.

T'he board C at its upper edge is provided
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with forwardly and upwardly inclined fingers

(', as seen in both views.

Journaled in the frame to the rear of "the

main axle ig the transverse shaft K, which

carries the reel or sifter, which consists of the
skeleton heads e, connected by the transverse
bars e’ to which are attached the wires E’,

‘which are curved between each two bars e’

and then extended at substantially right an-
gles to the bars, as seen in Fig. 2, to form fin-
gers to gather the potatoes and deliver them
to the potato-box, as will be readily under-
stood from Kig. 2.

tween the inclined fingers C’ on the board C,
as seen 1n Fig, 1. |

. On the extended end of the shaft E is a

gear-wheel X? which meshes with a large

gear-wheel F on the axle, as seen best in Fig.
1 1, so that motion is imparted to the reel or

sifter from the main axle.
G may be
Fig. 2. o |

Il 1s the shovel. It iscarried by the eurved
side bars /1, which are journaled on the eross-

shaft I, held in bearings on the frame, and
the upper ends '

A suitable cover

connected by the longitudinal rods or bars J
the cross-shaft K, jour-

to the crank-arms j on

provided over the reel, as shown in

30

These fingers work be-

90

95

100

of these side bars are each
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naled in suitable bearmﬂ‘s on the frame, and
to this shaft is fastened the lever L, which ex-

tends within convenient reach of the driver
and is provided with a suitable sprmfr-pa,wl
k, as seen in Fig. 1, to engage the notches in

the curved bar K’ to hold the shovel in its ad-

justed positions.

The shovel is provided at its rear mth the
shaft M, which is journaled to turn in its bear-
ings a pa,rt revolution and carries the fingers
m, arranged to pass between the ﬁnfrels on:

| .the reel or sifter, as seen in Fig. 1.

- deemed necessary. Br iefly stated, itis as fol-
The machineis drawn throufrh the field
and the shovel lowered to the proper level.

The shovel.digs up the potatoes, and in the |
continued movement of the machine the po-
tatoes are -carried to the rear over the shovel:
‘and over the fingers m,where the dirt is sifted
out.and the notatoes are taken up by the fin-
The dirt is again
sifted out and the potatoes are carried up by
the fingers of the reel and delivered into the-

- 20

lows:

The opemmon will be 1ea,d11y undelstood%
" from the foregoing description when taken
in connectlon Wlth the annexed drawmﬂs,-

and a detailed description thereof is not

gers of the reel or sifter.

~ box, from which they can be dumped when

35

o desu'ed by simply pressing on the foot- plGOGS |
30 - :

of the forward crank-shaft.

free from dirt or other foreign matter.
-"What we claim as new -is——-—-

The device is simple, not liable to get out-"'
of order,and by its use the potatoes are gath-
ered without injury and delivered to the box:.

477,266

1. The combination, with the shovel and

reel, of a shaft on the rear of the shovel, free

to P&I‘fildlly revolve in its bearings and carry-

ing fingers, a rock-shaft, and connections be-
tween the rock-shaft and the upper ends. of
the side bars of the shovel, as set forth.

2. The combination, Wlth the frame and the

hinged portion of the box, comprising the rear

51de and two ends, of the forward crank-shaft
and connections between the said shaft and
movable part of the box, as set forth. |

3. The combination, with the frame, of the

shovel having side bms journaled on a shaft
‘held in ~bear1nﬂs on the frame and extended
above the plvot and means connected with
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the extended upper ends of the side bars and

ing the front end of the shovel, as set forth.
4 The combination, with the flame and the
cross-shaft, of the Shovel having curved side

bars plvoted on said shaft and exten ded above
the same and curved to the rear, the forward
crank-shaft having arms, and the rods pivot-
ally connecting the upper ends of the side
bars with the sald a,rms, ‘substantially as 63

specified.
In testimony that we claim the above we

have hereunto subscribed our names in the

presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE M. D. POMEROY.
GEO. H. WEBBER.

Witnesses:
CHRISTIAN S W ESNER,
ORMEN D. WESNER.

with a cross rock-shaft for raising. and lower-
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