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 Louisville, in the county of Jefferson and
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~ever, for the lichter class of boxes.

- production of a box that shall also overcome
25 the objections mentioned, it being designed, |
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'pal‘tieulsu'ly for holding plug - tobaceo and

- Tobacco-box Iumber is made thoroughly dry,
and when water comes in contact with it it i,
~acts much like a sponge, with the result that
the box swells and allows the contents to be- |

- A A indicate the sides of myimproved box,
B the bottom, and C the top or cover. |

it would do if it were as thiek or thicker than
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Lo all whom it m@y;conce#n:“ - |
Be it known that I, JOSEPH MARTIN BAKER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at

State of Kentucky, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Boxes, of which
the following is a specification. .

My invention relates to boxes desi gned more

othersubstances which are forced into the box
with eonsiderable pressure. |

come musty and sour, besides in most cases
destroying the box itself. o

In my prior patent, No. 451,549, I described -
a box which was so constructed as to overcome
In great part the objections above noted, such
consiruction being particularly adapted, how-

The present invention has for its objectthe

however, to withstand severer strains

than
the box previously patented to me. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective|
view of my improved box with a portion

broken away, and Fig.2 avertical transverse

sectional view through one of the sides and |

the top and bottom. -

The sides A are composed of three pieces of
material a, 0, and ¢, arranged with the grain
crossing and firmly united oneto the other by

means of glue oreement. Generally the mid- |

dle piece b, whose grain runs vertically, will

be thinner than the outer pieces a b, but !

where increased and unusual strengh is de-
sired its thickness may be increased. By
making it thinner than the outside pieces it
has no influence upon the latter—that is to
say, it does not tend to warp or bend them, as

the outside pieces. I findthat by employing
three pieces a, b, and ¢ (and advisedly by
makingtheintermediate piece thin)the moist-

ure is less liable to enter the box and spoil |
the tobacco than where two thicknesses (of l

[T —ry

| stance, if a box filled with tobacco be left ex-
- posed in a freight house or car and the pack-
i age becomes wet only the outer piece c would
t become loosened, leaving the other two pieces
‘Intact, and thereby effectually preservin o it,

-whereas if only two layers or pieces be em-
‘ployed and the outer one becomes loosened
.the inner one will, not having anything to
.sustain 1t, be affected by the moisture and
.swell or warp, thereby destroying the box and
-exposing the inclosed tobacco to the moisture.
.1t will be noticed that the sides are joined

-at the corners of the box, a construction pos-
sessing many advantages over prior boxes
having their sides made each of two or more
pieces of wood.

The intermediate piece b is made of the

to each other by tenons and mortises, the ten-
ons extending squarely across each other, so
-as to secure the greatest amount of strength
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same size as the outer pieces ¢ and ¢, and it

will therefore also be tenoned and mortised
and serve to effectually prevent the loosen-
ing and warping of the endsof the side pieces.

75

I also find, too, that it is not necessary, gen-

erally speaking, to nail the box at the cor-
ners, thereby effecting a material saving in
the first cost. _ ' -

At a distance from their lower edges the

sides A are all grooved, as at d, toreceive the

bottom or end piece B, whose edges are seated
in the groove. While in ordinary boxes the

frame made upof the side pieces is generally

strong enough to prevent the sides from mov-
Ing outward away from the bottom, this can-

i not be depended upon where the material put.

into the box is highly compressed therein.
To guard against and to prevent this break-
ing away of the sides, I employ the staples e,
which may be previously bent to the form
shown, or may comprise merely a nail bent to
form after being driven -through the bottom
from the inside. -. o

As the bottom B is set away from the lower
edges of the sides A, it becomes necessary to

slot the edges of the sides, as shown at 7, to

allow the body of the staple or nail ta prop-

erly scat itself. The outer end of the nail or

staple is forced slightly into the outer face of
the side of the box, and it will be seen upon
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reference to the drawings that when the sta-

the same total thickness) are used. For in- | ple 1s once .a,ppliecl_it 'will_be_ practically im-
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possible for the sides to move away from the | thinner than the other pieces, all substan-

bottom pieces. To prevent the staples from
becoming loose and to effectually preventthe
entrance of moisture at the joint between the
bottom and the sides, I cover said joint with
a strip of strips g, which rest upon the back
of the staple. These strips are held in place
by nails, as usual, or in any other suitable
Inanner.

The top or cover rests upon the tobacco or
whatever else is contained within the box,
and is held in place by means of strips /2 simi-
lar to the strips ¢g. If desired, the cover or
top may also be fastened by means of sta-
ples in the same manner essentially as the
bottom.

One very important advantage of the con-
struction herein shown resides in the fact
that the box is easily opened, and this, too,
without destroying the ends.

The cover may, and preferably will, be con- at f, the end piece, the staple ¢, seated in the
-slot and engaging thesideandend piece, and
‘the strip g, applied to the back of the staple.

Having thusdescribed my invention, whatI |

structed in accordance with my patent here-
inbefore referred to. -

claim 18—

mented together, with the grain of the inter-

mediate piece crossing thatof theother pieces, |
the said intermediate piece being materially .

tially as shown and deseribed.

2. A packing-box having its sides A com-
posed of three pieces a, b, and ¢, fastened to-
gether with the grain of the. intermediate
piece b, which piece shall be materially thin-

ner than the other pieces, crossing the grain

of the other pieces a and ¢, and tenons and

‘mortises uniting the endsof the sides, all sub-

stantially as shown and described.
3. A packing-box having the slotted sides

A, in combination with an end piece and the
_staple e, seated in the slot and secured at one

“end to the end piece and engaging the sides
“at the other end.

4. In combination with sides A, grooved, as

at d, and slotted, as at f, an end piece seated
.in the groove, and the staple ¢, mounted in
‘the slot and engaging the end piece and side.

5. In combination with sides A, slotted, as

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand

o | | in the presence of two witnesses.
1. A packing-box having its sides A com- |
posed of three pieces a, b, and ¢, glued or ce- |

JOSEPI MARTIN BAKER.

Witnesses:

R. C. PRICE,
H. C. ROBERTS.
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