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Lo all whom i may concern:
Be'it known that I, BENJAMIN F. RANDALL,

a citizen of the United States, residing at Fall

River, in the county of Buatol and State of
Massach usetts, have in vented new and useful

Implovemenfq in Metallic Fence-Posts, of

~which the following is a specification.

10

This invention 1elates to Tencing which
comprises wire or other strands tied or se-
cured to metal posts by locking devices; and

- the Invention has for its objects to provide a

new and improved wrought-metal post which

~ 1s susceptible of being easily driven into the
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ground, and to provide mnovel, simple, effi-

cient, and economical means for firmly lock-

ing the wires or strands at every post for se-

eure]y holding the strands under tension and

pr eventuwlon gthwise movement and sagging

thereof, whlle enablmﬂ' repairs to be conven-
iently and quickly '?Eeeted for preserving the
fencing in perfect order at small e*:pense

To _.:tecompllsh these objects my invention

involves the features of constr netion and the.
combination or mmnﬂ'em_ent of devices here-

inafter described and claimed, reference be-
ing made to the ¢ %ceompan**mw dla,wmbk, n
W]]lch-——-- . -

Figure 1is a pel‘qpectwe view of a metal
fence- -post constructed in accordance with my
invention.
a portion of ’rhe fence-post with a wire strand
tied or secured thereto by my im proved lock-
ing devices. TFig. 3 is a similar view showing
L modlﬁed constl uction of the hook for secur-
ing or locking the fence-strand to the post.

Fl”‘ 4 s a detail pe:speetwe view of the hook-

illustrated on the post 1in Fig. 2. FKig. o is

detail perspective view of the hook illus;
trated on the post.in Fig. 3; and Fig. 6 1s an

edge view of the post to 111ustrate the beveled

COllStl uction of the slot with which the fence-.
strand engages, the strand being shown in

dotted lines to exhibit the bend therein which

preventslengthwise movement of such strand.
In Oldel to enable those skilled in the art

- to make and use my invention, I will now de-
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seribe the same in detail,
drawings, wherein— |

from a single piece of wrought metal, which

“Fig. 2 is a similar view showing

refel"rinn‘ to the and
| whereby the fence-strand is held under ten-
The numeral I indicates a fence-post form red

comprising ﬂm]ges 2 and 3, which stand at

right angles to each other and one of which 3

terminates at a suitable distance to form a

driving-head 4 for the purpose of driving the
The flange 2 consti-

post into the ground..
tutes a continuation of the metal plate which
comprises the post above the ground, and

this metal plate is formed at its rear edge
with a
imgumdlty and strength to the structureasa
~whole.
edge with a lateral rib 6 for strengthening
‘such flange and enlarging the driving-head 4
to famhtate driving the pmt
of the metallic plate of which the post is
-composed is formed at proper points with
pairs of slots 7 and 8, the upper one of each
pair being inclined from the edge of the post -
in a dﬂwnwfnd direction and the lower one

lateralrib 5 for the purpose of impart-

The flange 3 is formed at 1ts outer

The front edge

of each pair, as here illustrated, being in-

clined from the edge of the post in an up-
‘ward direction. | |
per slot 7 is beveled to provide sharp edges 9

The bottom wall of each up-

for bitingorengaging the fence wire or strand

-10. Theupper slots 7 are preferably V-shaped;
but they can be U-shaped or of other form
~approximating thereto and suitable for the
~conditions required. -
‘serted into an upper slot and is then pressed

The wire strand 1s in-

downward at opposite sides of the post, so

that the strand is formed with a bend 12, (in-
dicated by dotted lines in Fig. 6,) the c,houl-_
ders formed by such bend serving to engage

opposite sides of the post and thelebv pre-
vent lengthwise movement of the wwe or

strand.
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To tie or lock the fence-strand in the po-

sition described, I provide a hook, which, as

illustrated in Fig’s,_ﬁ and 4, is com p'osed of
two substantially parallel arms 13, connected
as at 14 and provided with hooked free ex-

go

tremities 15'in such manner that when the

connecting portion 14 is engaged with alower
slot the hooked extremities 15 can be engaged
with the fence-strand at opposite sides of the
fence-post for the purpose of holding the bent

95

portion of the strand tightly down in a slot7,

sion and isprevented from moving lengthwise
and. sagging, whiie the hooked extremities

1s rolled integml with a 1'ight-angnlm* base ! can be readily disengaged from the strand to
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enable repairs to be conveniently and quickly
effected.
- In the modification, Figs. 3 and 5, the hook
comprises a single arm 10, c;mt.aublv engaged
atb itslowerend 17 with a Iowu' slot 8 and hav-
Ing its upper hooked extremity 18 engaged
with the wire or fence strand at one 51de of
the fence-post.

I have illustrated the hooks as engaged
with slots 8, but do not confine myself to this

spectfic construction, as the lower portions of
the hooks can be enga
foration, or opening formed in the post other

ged with a recess, per-

than as an inclined slot.

The metallic fence-post constructed as de-

seribed is in a single complete piece ready

for immediate nse, and it can be conveniently
driven into the ground through the medium

of the driving-head formed by the upper end
of the flange 3. The construction is such
that the post can be cut and formed complete
in a series from a single piece of metal.

The slots into whwh the wires or strands

are inserted are so constructed and shaped

that their lower edges will be sharp for the
purpose of biting or engaging the fence-
strand, and as the upper slots are approxi-
mately V-shaped the fence-strands can be

driven in, so that the sharpened lower edges

of the .slotf; will bite into the fence-strand, and
thereby hold it seeurely in position :.:md pre-
vent 1t from moving lengthwise,

" In practice the hOOkb are so construacted

~ that their length is less than the distance be-
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tween the upper and lower slots, so that the
hooks will retain the fence- 5t1*‘md down in

the upper slots 7 and preserve the bends 12.

The construetion deseribed and shown pro-
vides a new and improved metal fence-post
and novel, simple, efficient, and economical
means for tyln g or securing the wires or other
strands to each post in such manner that the
strands are held under tension and are pre-
vented from moving lengthwise and sagging,
while repairs can be convemenllv and quickly
effected for keeping the fencing in good order
at the least expense.

It will be observed that the fence- -post is of

such construction ‘that while it possesses a
right-angular base one flange of which is short
and termumtes inadrivin w—-head the post as a

~ whole can be cut in a single piece out of a
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piece of metal, the},eby avmdmw skilled me-
chanical labor which is necessary to fit to-
oether and conneet the parts where a fence-
post 18 made in sections.

The formation of the wire-receiving slots
with converging edges, as when V- Sllaped or
apprommate for'm 18 a very useful feature of
the post, in that the fence wires or strands

can be forced or driven into these slots and
be securely held by the converging edges
thereof, |

476,089

I am aware thatangularor langed wrought-

metal fence posts having wire-receiving slots
in the edges of the flanges have been pro-
vided with cast-iron angular bases; butsuch

-are expensive and require fastening devices—
such as metal braces—to connect the cast-

iron base to the wrought-metal body of the
post, and, further, the cast-iron base is liable
to become separated from the wrought-metal
body. Thisobjectionable and expensive con-
struction does not constitute my invention
and is not claimed by me. _

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A fence-post consisting of a single piece
of wrought metal having at one edge a lat-

eral strengthening-rib and rolled integral

with a right-angular base comprising two
flanges, one of which terminates in a driving-
head for the purpose of driving the post into
the ground, substantially as described.

2. A metal fence-post consisting of a single
piece of wrought mnetal havinginclined wire-
receiving slots and rolled integral with a
richt-angular base comprising two angular
flanges, one of which terminates in a driv-
ing-head below the lowermost slot for the
purpose of driving the post into the ground,
substantially as described.

3. The combination, with a fence-post hav-
ing upper and lower slots or recesses, of a

' hook which engages the lower slot or recess

and 1s adapted to hook over a fence-strand
passing through the upperslot or recess, sub-
stantially as described.

4. The combination, with a fence-post hav-
ing a pair of slots 7 and 8, which are inclined
in reverse directions l'ela,twely to one edge of
the post, of a hook engaged with the lower
slot 8 and having a hools_ed extremity which

engages a fence-strand passing through the

upper slot 7, substantially as described.
5. The COIHblIlELt]OI] with a fence-post hav-

ing an inclined sloft, the bottom wall or edge

of which is beveled, of a hook engaged mth
the post below the inclined slot and ada,pted
to hook over a fence-strand-passing through
the slot, substantially as described.

0. ‘The combination, with a fence-post hav-
ing upper and lower inclined slots, .and a

fencc-atmnd passing through the upper slot

and formed with a bend 12 of a hook en-
gaged with the lower slot and adapted to hook
over the fence-strand passing through the up-
per slot, substantially as described.

In testunonv whereof I have hereunto set
my hand and affixed my seal in presence of
two subseribing witnesses. |

BENJAMIN F. RANDALI

Witnesses: o
MARCUS G. B. SWIFT,
JOHN T, SWIFT.,
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