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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, WiLrLiam M. MORTON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Haven,in the county of New Haven and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new
and nseful Improvements in Sash-Fasteners,
of which the following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
sash-fastener adapted to clamp the meeting-
rails together and to seat the sashes by direct
lever movement from the rear sash-rails, the
parts ‘being adapted to firmly secure the
sashes vertically and laterally and against be-
ing opened from without, while at the same
time readily releasable by detachment of a
spring-actuated catch or button.

The invention consists in the novel arrange-
ment and combination of the operating lever
and catch mechanism, all as hereinafter more
fully described, and particularly set forth in

the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a side
view of my improved sash-fastener mounted
and in locked position. Fig.2is a frontview.
Fig. 8 is a central vertical section on the line
xx, KFi1g. 2. Fig. 4 is a cross-section on the

~line i y, Fig. 3. Tig. 5is a side view show-
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ing the lever in the operation of drawing the
sashes to place. Fig. 6 is a plan view of Fig.
1. Tig. 7 1is a side view of the parts in un-
locked position, and Fig. 8 is a plan view of
the cateh and its base-plate. | |
Referring to the drawings, A designates the
operating lever or lateh, which is provided
with the lateral trunnions b, pivoted and
adapted to slide vertically in the inverted-U-
shaped guides C, cast integral with the rear
base-plate D. The said guides are joined on
both the front and rear side, as shown, by the
connecting-webs e e’ -and are separated to cor-
respond to the width of the lever, the end of
which is received between them with the

‘trunnions intheloopsof the guides, as shown.

The lever is preferably curved upward at its
outer end to provide a suitable tip f forbeing
grasped 1n operation. DBack of the tip
rectangular aperture f/ for the engagement
of the catch, as hereinafter described.

G denotes the cateb, which is mounted nupon
a horizontally-sliding button £, guided in the
base-plate I. The slot [ in the upper part of

IS a

the base-plate forms a cuiding-slot for the

‘neck 2 of the cateh, and its rear end m is en-

larged to admit the head of the catch or hook
as it 1s inserted to place. DBack of the eateh,
in alignment with the button /£, is a projec-
tion or teat p,upon which a spiral spring p’is
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placed, within the base-plate K, to actuate

the catch and hold the parts in place, whereby
the cateh is prevented from being moved to
the rear end .of the slot, and thus dropping

through the enlarged portion m of the slot.

The said spring may be placed upon the teat
in a state of compression, after which it will
remain securelyin place. T'herear base-plate

D is fastened to the rear sash-rail, and the

front base-plate is mounted upon the front rail
by suitable screws r in the ordinary manner.

Thus constructed and arranged, the opera-
tion of the fastener is as follows: When the
parts are unlocked, the lever A occupies a
vertical position within the guides C with the
end having the trunnions 6 resting upon the
sash-rail at the bottom of the guides. The tip
f of the lever being then grasped and pulled
upward, the trunnions will be raised to their
bearings in the upper part of the guides, and

thelever may then be swung forward, asshown

in Fig.5. In thusswinging forward the lever
will impinge upon the rear corner of the front

base-plate, as shown in Fig. 5, and then act-

ing upon the said corner and reacting against
the bearings of the trunnions 6 the continued
forward movement of the lever will depress

the front sash and raise the rear sasn with

powerful leverage, thus seating them tightly
to place, and as the lever is brought down
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to the horizontal position the catch G enters .

the aperture 7/, the front side of said aper-
ture sliding along the beveled side of the

Qo

catch as it deseends, actuating the catch rear-

wardly until the lever slips off the. said bev-
eled edge, when the shoulder g’ hooks over
the front lip or side of the aperture in the
lateh, actuated by the spring p’, thus draw-
ing the sashes together and holding the lever
down and securely locked. To unlock the
sashes, it is only necessary to push the button
Iy rearwardly, thereby releasing the lever,

which will then be thrown upward, as shown

in Figs. 5 and 7, by the normal motion of the

sashes in the act of being raised, and when

SO0 raised su

iciently to permit the sash to
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pass the lever will drop down in the guides,
whereby it will be retained in the vertical
position until the sashes require to be locked.

In no case can it fall down or be turned over
from the vertical position, except when the
sashes are substantially in place, and thus
the lever cannot become misplaced to injure
and deface the sashes in their normalsliding
movements. In this construction there are
no rivets to become loose through the strains
of the parts and the mechanism is not liahle
to excessive wear or derangement. All the
parts are simple and easy to cast and assem-
ble, and the adjustment of the parts upon
the sash-rails is not difficult or particular, as
the spring compensates for inaccurate fittinge
or workmanship and for shrinking and swell-
Ing of the sashes.

I claim as myinvention and desire to secure
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In a sash-fastener, the combination of the |
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| rear base-plate provided with the guiding-

loops C, having the inverted journal-bearing
at their upper ends and joined by the front

and rear connecting-bars below the bearings, :

the operating-lever fitted and adapted to slide
vertically between the said bars and provided
with the lateral trunnions received in said
guiding - loops, the front base- plate, a bolt
ouided therein, a catch orhook carried on the
bolt and adapted to engage a shoulder or lip
on said lever, a spring fitted upon the said
bolt and adapted to actuate the bolt and its
catch forwardly to draw and clamp the meet-
ing-rails together,and a button projecting ex-
ternally from the bolt for releasingthe catch
from engagement with the lever, substantially
as specified. |

WILLIAM M. MORTON.

Witnesses:
ELINA LINBLA,

MARY HUDSON.
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