(No Model.)

B. SCARLES.
DRESS SHIELD OR PROTECTOR.

Patented May.31, 1892.

‘No. 475,803.

Snvaﬁfoz .
Borpirmin/Seartoa

Ztﬂﬂz‘li

(’)@fi/tﬂeoaeo

W/ @’%w&

Xowit

| 53)13 /ﬁM/&’/ Sito

THE NOAMIS PETEAS CO., PHOTO-LITHO., WASHINGTAN, 0. C,




1O

20

viee applied thereto.

- Unrrep States PATENT OFFICE.

rrrre—

BENJAMIN SCARLES, OF CLINTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

DRESS SHIELD OR PROTECTOR.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 475,803, dated May 31, 1892,
Application filed September 5, 1891, Serial No, 404,830, (No model) |

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN SCARLES, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Clin-
ton, in the county of Woreester and State of
Massachusetts, haveinvented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Dress Shields or Protect-

ors, of which the following is a specification.

The object of this invention is to produce a
device by which the inside of women’s skirts
and dresses may be prevented from coming
into contact with the rear part of the boots

and may thus be protected from wear and
dirt, mud, or slush. | |

Tothis end the invention consists of the de--
vice described and claimed in this specifica-
tion and 1llustrated in the aeccompanying

drawings, in which— .

Figure 1.is aview of a woman’s dress, show-
ing the position of the feet in walking., Fig.
2 18 a view of the rear foot, showing my de-
Fig. 3 is a plan of my
device removed from the boot or shoe.
4 1s a side elevation thereof, and Fig. 5 repre-
sents a slight modification. | |

In the act of walking the body is moved j

forward at the same time that the rearfoot is

‘being raised from the ground, the heel during

- this action describinga radiusabout the point
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of the toe. The skirts being hung at the
walst, swing forward during this movement,

~ the skirts forming a pendulum, and of course

if the pivot is moved the pendulum must fol-
low. Thus the dress or skirts at every step
will come into contact with the rear edge of
the heel of a boot as the same is lifted from
the ground, and the heel will rub up and

down on the skirts at each step for a consid- |

erable distance. Thus whatever dirt or mud

~hasbeen carried up by the heels will come into
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contact with the dress or skirts, and as the
heels are of such a nature as to absorb moist-
ure the dress or skirts will act as a veritable
wiping arrangement, which at every step
wipes off the mud or dirt from the heel, and

thus the dress or skirts are soon soiled with a |
- heavy deposit.

Kuarther, as the rear of the
heel is worn to a very sharp rough edge the
friction of the same will rapidly wear on the
inside of the skirts. To remedy this evil,
methods have been devised for hanging the

Kig. ;

| proved cumbersome and unsightly. Also,

dress-suspenders have been tried; but the
same have proved inefiectual unless the dress
was worn high enongh to clear the heel of
the boot when raised to its highest position,

thus avoiding the very object for which the

suspenders were worn. | |
To remedy the evil above noted in a simple
and effectual manner, I provide a shield or

protector of such a form as not to absorb

moisture, and which can be applied to boots
and shoes in such a manner as will prevent
the dress or skirts from coming into contact
with the heel of the boot during all positions
taken duaring the act of walking. |
- Referring now to the drawings, I will de-
scribe the specific device which I have in-
vented. o - T

The same consists of three wires bent so as
to form a horseshoe-shaped article, the arms
of which may be sprung to tightly fit the sides
of the heel of 1the boot B, as shown. These
three wires @, b, and ¢ are fastened together
at their ends by the piece d, which has the

tongues ', which are bent over to clasp and
The wires are also

hold the wires, as shown.
preferably soldered to the piece d to make an
absolutely safe Joint. The pieced isextended
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to form an eye o, for a purpose herecinafter

noted. These pleces can be easily made in
large quantities by stamping. A modifica-
tion of this construction is shown in Fig. 5.
In this arrangement the wires are soldered to-
getherat their ends,as shown, and the middle
wire bisextended at each end and bentaround
to form eyes p. The three wires ¢, b, and ¢
are held together and in proper position by
the triangular piece 7, through which the wires

piece f is extended in, as at ¢, to form two
little sharp points which will bite into the
rear of the heel and hold the device firmlyin
place. An elastic cord 1 is tied between the
two eyes 0.

My device is applied to the boot by spring-
ing the same onto the sides of the heel and

cateching the points ¢ in the rear of the heel .

and then passing the elastic around the front
of the heel, as shown in Fig. 2,
I contemplate omitting the elastic in some

skirts so far back as to clear the heels; but all | instances, and depending upon the spring of

""""

-these methods, so far asT am informed, have | the arms to hold the device in place.

g0

pass and to which they may be soldered. This
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~ to proteet the edge of the pants.
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 turn to the ground, when the heel is again §
- placed for the next step, and thus will not be {
30 -

- wne, as the same can be made from any suit- :
‘able material, as sheet-metal, rubber, vulean- :
- ite, celluloid, ‘Ko,
35

- attaching the same to the shoe; but 1 prefer |
the one “shown and described as the most | -

.4‘0

from the boots. ,
- The shields may, if desired, be worn :;1,11 the i

rily will rapidly wear the dress.

-the foot is being
comes into contact with the shield.

Thus my. device can be. quickly and easily |
applied to the heels and will effectually pre-
vent the skirts S from eoming. 111’(0 Conta,et
with the boots, as shown in I‘w 2. |

By the use of these shields d1 esses can be :

worn soas to just elear the ground withoutin |
any way encumbering the wearer, and the

shields can be easily app]ied to and removed

{ime to protect the dress from the frietion of |
the ragged edges of the heel with small par-

ticles of stone embedded therein, which forms |

a very sharp rough edge, and whmh ouhmm- :

My device can be just as well uaed by men -
It will also
be seen that no moisture will be carried by -
my device to the skirts, as the device is skele-

ton 1n form and will not absorb or retain |
- moisture, and should any spiash on the shield |
the same would immediately drain down or

ran off to that part of the shield farthest:
from the point of contact with the dress as:
raised and before the dress:
The
moisture splashed on the shield will thus re-
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deposﬂ:ed on the dress.
1 do not limit myself to a devme made of

Neither -do 1 1imit | m_ys-elf
to the exact shape shown or to the method of 1

practicable and from which I hwe obtained :
the best results.
Modifications of the device herein shown

and described may be made by a skilled me- 5’!
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chanie without depmtmn‘ from the seope of

my invention.
- Having thus fully descr Lbe& my 111V611t10n

| what I dmm and desire to secure by Lettel‘s_

Patent, 1s—

1. A dress-protector comprising a series of
‘wires substantially horseshoe in shape,lying
in different horizontal planes, secured to- -
| gether at their ends, and supported by a suit-
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able brace or stay, the whole adapted to be-
attached to the lleel of a s‘noe, &ubstantlally_ |

| as deseribed.
2. A dress- p1 oteutm conmstmn‘ of wires bent_ |

in the shape of a horseshoe, auanted to clasp

{ the heel of a boot or shoe, (md the plece]",, to

which the wires are fastened, said piece f be-

ing adapted to rest aﬂa,mbt the rear of the

heel and to hold the wires apart, substan-

tially as described. .
3. A dress-protector COI]SlS‘tlI]“‘ of the wires

clasp the heel of a boot or shoe, and the piece
f, to which the wires are fastened, said piece

f having spur-points ¢ and being ada,pted to
rest agmn%t the rear of the heel and to hold

lhe wires apart, substantially as desecr ibed.

4. A dress-protector consisting of the wires =
i bent as described, said wires bemn fastened
‘at their ends, an eye also fastened or formed
' at the ends of said wires, and an elastic cord

i, held by said eyes, the whole adapted to be

60_

bent in the shape of a holseshoe adapted to

fdstened to the heel of a boot or cshoe, sub-

stantlally as described.

In teﬂtlmony whereof I hme hereunto set

my hand in the presence of two subseribing -
witnesses. - I _ |
BENJAMIN SCARLES.
Witnesses: | ' |

Louls W. SOUTHGATE,
JAMES J. RAFFERTY.
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