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To all whom it may concern-

Be it known that I, EL1 J. WOLFROM, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Mays-
ville,in the county of Chaffee and State of

Colorado, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Tramways; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a tull, clear,
and exactdescription of theinvention,such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
It appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to tramways.

The object of the inventionis to provide an
elevated way which will be

- snow and which will permit the use of a sin-
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- bination of the Wi
aftter more fully described and claimed and
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gle track and yet admit of the loaded cars
drawing the empty cars, the two cars passin o
Intermediate the ends of the said tramway, a
switch or side track being provided at this
point to permit the cars to pass.

The improvement consists of the novel fea-
tures and the peculiar construction and com-
parts, which will be herein-
which are shown in the annexed drawings, in
which— | | N

Figure 1 isa perspective view of a tramway
embodying my invention, showing the switch
and the relative disposition of the cars on the
said swifch and main line. Fig. 2 is a top

plan view of the main and switeh tracks, the

supports being removed. Fig. 3 is a cross-
section of the tramway in front of the earon
the line o x of Fig.2,looking to the left. Fig.
4 18 a cross-section, similar to Fig. 3, of a modi-
fication, showing the pair of rollers placed one
above the other.
cation showing the main line deflected.
The tramway is composed of aseriesof tri-
angular-shaped supports A, which are ar-
ranged with their apices upward and the base
portions resting upon the ground, the main
track B, the switch-track C, and the guide-
ralls g g, which are located at a lower level
and are secured to the side pieces of the sup-
ports A. The tracks are composed of sills D
and rails d, the latter being secured on the

sills in the usual manner and thesills being se- -
cured to the side piecesof the supports by bolts

o and blocks f, which are secured to the side

protected from

Fig. 5 i1s a further modifi-

]

switeh-track C for a short distance from each
end extends parallel with the main track B
and 1s deflected away from the main track in-
termediate of its ends. The main track isde-
lected in an opposite direction ata point op-

posite the defiected portion of the switch-

track C. The two tracks are similarly de-

flected, thereby distributing the strain more

uniformly on the cables O O, which connect

the two cars S S’. The switeh-track is two

inches, more or less, higher than the main
irack, and itsends slope graduélly tothelevel
of the said main track. Oneof the cars, asS,
1s provided with single-groove wheels T at
the upper ends of the hanger D’. This car
always travels on the main track. The car
S’ is provided with a pair of groove-wheels T’
at the upper ends of the hanger D’. This
car leaves the main track and passes the car

S on the switch C and again returns to the

sald main track after passing the car S’.

The operation of the invention is as follows:
The two cars, being connected together by the
cable O O in the usual manner, travel in op-
posite directions. Hence they approach the

switch from opposite points. Thecar Stravels
on the main track from end to end. As the
car S enters the switch the free wheel rides
upon the switch-track and lifts the wheel pre-
viously traveling.on the main track and com-

pels the car to travel on the switch. The two

cars S and S’ pass each about midway of the

ends of the switch-track. As the car S’ ap-
proaches the end of the switeh - track the
wheels ride down on the inclined end of the
sald switch-track and permit the car to con-
tinueits travel on the main track. The guide-
rails g g engage with the sides of the car and
hold the same in a perpendicular position.
The pair of supporting-wheels T/ may be
placed side by side or above one another, de-
pending upon the relative position of the main

| and switch tracks. Obviously if the end por-

tionsof the switch-track are in line with the
main track the said switeh-track will have
to be placed relatively higher and the said
wheels T’ will be in the same vertical plane.
(See Fig.4.) "In thepractical operation of the
invention it makes little difference whether

50 pieces of thesaid supports A, substantiallyin | the main or the switeh track is deflected, or
the manner shown mostclearlyin Fig. 3. The both. The purpose of the lateral defleetion is
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to permit the cars to pass by each other with- | bolts a, the blocks f, the rails d, seeured to
out interference. The manner of supporting | the said sills, the guard-rails ¢, anid the car
" the tracks is not essential to the spirit of the | suspended from the sald rails and held 1n & _
" invention, the said tracks being secured to | vertical position Dy means of the guard-rails x5
‘5 the triangular or other suitable supports in | g, substantially as set forth.
any convenlent manner. |

_ - "' Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
 Having thus described my invention, what | presence of two witnesses. |

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat- | " ELI J. WOLFROM.
~ent, iIs— ' - . S Witnesses:
to Thecombination,with theapproximately tri- WM. N. JOHNSON,

angular-shaped supports A, of the sills D, the | . E. B. BREWINGTON.
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