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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, WILLIAM CLARK THORN-

TON, residing at Jefferson City, in the county

of Cole and State of Missouri, have invented

certain new and useful Improvements in Let-
ter-Boxes, of which the following is a specifi-

~cation.

This invention relates more particularly to

a combined delivery and collection box in

which the letters to be mailed and the deliv-
ered letters are inserted in the same opening
and deposited in their respective boxes for
collection or delivery, as the case may be.
1The object of my invention is to provide a

device of this character consisting of a few

parts simply assembled and thoroughly effi-
clent in their various functions; and it con-

sists in the peculiar construction and arrange-

ment of these parts, all of which will be fully

described hereinafter, and pointed out in the |

claims.

Inthedrawings, forming a part of this speci-

fication, Figure 1 is a transverse vertical sec-
tion of my improved device. Fig. 2is an end
view. Fig. 3 1s a view of the opposite end.
Fig. 4 1s a front view, and Fig. 5 a somewhat
different construction.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
box or casing of any suitable or preferred
construction and within which is journaled a
delivery device B, which serves as a closure
for a deposit-box B’. The delivery device
may be of any well-known or preferred con-
struction,and consists, substantially, of a cyl-
inder provided with a longitudinal diametri-
cal slot 0, extending therethrough and which

18 adapted to receive mail-matter to be de-

~ posited. For operating the delivery device a
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crank-arm D is provided without the box.
The box orcasing A has an opening D, adapt-

ed to register with the slot in the delivery de-

vice, and for the purpose of guiding mail-
matter into said slot two guide-plates D’ D
may be employed, which are hinged one at
each side of the opening D and project in-
wardly and normally engage the slot b. In
connection with the letter-box an alarm de-
vice E and a newspaper-box I may also be
employed. It will be understood, however,
that the construction of the delivery mechan-
ism per se, the alarm mechanism, and paper-

box form no part of my present invention, |

plication filed of even date herewith and seri-

ally numbered . 895,774, | o
Near the lower end of the box B’ and be-

tween the end piecesis journaled aslide-plate

(r, said plate being journaled at its lower end

and of such length as to just barely touch the
cylindrical delivering device with the upper

-edge. One of the journals of the plate G is

squared or shaped polygonally,as at g, and op-

] such subject,—matter being embodied in my ap- )
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posite said squared journal the end of the box '

Is cut away to permit a key G’ to engage the
end of the journal, and a slide H is arranged

‘upon the exterior of the box adapted to cover

sald opening when the key is not upon the -

journal. By turning the key either backward

or forward the upper end of the slide-plate is

swung either backward or forward, and the

letters, after being delivered by the delivery

device, will strike upon said plate and be slid

either forward or backward, according to the

incline of the slide-plate. | SR
The box A is adapted to be seeured to the

outside of the door, and, if desired, a slot
-may be produced therein just above the lower

edge of the slide-plate, said slot registering
with a slot in the door, and by turning the
key forward the letters will be conducted to
iclh_e slot in the door and deposited within the

ouse.

sequently the slide-plate, and the letters are
slid forward into the box, from which they
are removed by the carrier through the door
A’ hinged to the forward side of the box A.
If desired, the slot @' may be omitted and a
vertical partition X arranged in the bottom
of the box B’ below the adjustable slide-plate,
dividing the lower portion of the box into a

forward and rear compartment, the forward

compartment being the coliection-box and the
rear one being the delivery-box, the collection-
box being opened by the ecarrier and the de-
livery-box by the occupant. The collection-

box has its forward side curved inward and

downw?mrd to properly assemble the letters
deposited therein, and a supplemental box or
drawer L is usually arranged in the delivery-

When the occupant desires to mail a
letter forcollection, thekey is reversed. Con-
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box and formed with a curved side to assem-
ble the letters and prevent clogging. An
opening M is produced in one end of the col-
lection-box, by means of which a sight into
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plates, the crank operated, and the letter will
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the box can-be had Wlthout opeumg the same.
This opening. 'is also closed by:a slide M’,

whereby the box is rendered weather-proof

When an occupant desires to mail a letter

for collection, the slide covering the polygo-

nal-shaped journal is raised, the key. mselted
and the slide-plate thrown rearward. The
letter is then inserted between the gu1de-

be delivered to the slide-plate and conducted
to the collection-box. The shde—plate is then
reversed, and when the carrier comes the let-
ter will be delivered to the delivery-box or
through the door and the alarm sounded.

It is obvions these boxes can be made any

‘size:and used: :upon :hotel, post- ofﬁce, and
-street-collection-boxes. |

Having thus described. my invention;: Wha,t

I claim is—
1.:The combination;:with-a:letter- bex pro—

_-'Vlded atits:upper end with-an opening, of: a
delivery device normally closing:said opening |
-and ada,nted tordeposit mml—matter in‘the-box; |

475,095

.and. a, plate. Journaled in the box and adapted

| 'to'be adjusted to deflect deposits ‘into either

a, collection or delivery compartment, sub-
stantially as set forth.
2. The combmatlon, with a letter-box pro-
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vided with an opening at its. upper end and

with apertures in‘its side closed by aslide, ot
a delivery device normally closing said open-

ing and.-adapted:to deposit mail-matter into
the box, and a plate journaled in the boxand
-'adapted to be adjusted to deflect deposits into

oither a collection or delivery compartment,
one of the journals for said plate having an

- { angular-end for the engagement of a key a,nd

a shde for covering the same, subst&ntla,lly as
Set forth.
Tntestimony whereof T affix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM CLARK TIIORN I‘ON

“"Witnesses:
DANL. GUNDELFINGER,

B S. MORROW,
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