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To all whom it may concermn.:

Be it known that I, JOEN HANLEY, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Terre Haute,
in the county of Vigo and State of Indiana,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements In Folding Election-Booths; and
Idohereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exaect deseription of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the letters and figures of
reference marked thereon, which form part of
this specification. |

My invention relates to improvements in
folding booths, and belongs to that class of
booths used to seclude voters at elections.

‘The objects of my invention are, first, to
provide a booth that will fulfill the require-
ments of the law; second, to provide a booth

- that will be light in weight and easily han-

25

30

dled, and, third, to provide a booth that may
be folded up into as little space as possible
for storing away when not in use. I attain
these objects by themechanism illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which—
IFigure 1 is a perspective viewof the frame
of the booth, also showing by dotted lines the
outlines of the curtains. Iig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view of theframe-work of the booth when

“closed or folded up for storing.

Similar letters and figures refer to similar

parts throughout the several views.

35

40

45

50O
it

posite standards, thus crossing the back of I up close to one another, as shown in Fig. 2.

The letters a, b, ¢, and d indicate four metal-
lic standards, usually made of common gas-
pipe. These standards are connected in pairs

« ¢ and b d by three braces each, i f7 and 7

e ¢, respectively, said braces being joined to

the standards by means of ordinary T-joints

t, one at the top, one at the bottom, and one
at the middle of the same, thns forming the
two side frames a7 ¢ h and b 7 d ¢, which are
strengthened by the middle braces f and e, re-
spectively. The two side frames are con-
nected by means of two iron knuckle-joint
braces  and y. One end of each of these
braces is fastened by means of a pivot to and
a short distance from the top of the respect-
ive rear standards ¢ and d, while the other
ends of the same are fastened in the same
manner to and near the lower ends of the op-

the booth diagonally, as shownin Fig. 1. The

letter r indicatesan ironrod, the extreme ends

of which are bent at right angles, in order

| that they may be inserted intothe upper ends

of the front standards o and b, the upper
ends of said standards being provided with
hollow plugs p for the purpose of receiving
the ends of the rod r; also, a similar plug is
provided at the upper end of standard d.

A shelf %, of either sheet metal or wood, is
suspended between the braces f and e, afford-

1ng a writing-desk for the voter and at the
same time an additional brace for the booth.

This shelf extends from side to side of the
booth, and is of such width that the voter may
write with comfort upon it and at the same
time have sufficient standing-room between
the shelf and the curtain 2. (Shown onlyin
dotted lines.) Thisshelfissuspendedupon two
iron bars, which extend to the full length of
the shelf, to the under side of which they are
fastened, and they protrude beyond one end
of the same in the shape of loops, which en-
circle the brace e, and thus form a hinge upon
which the shelf may be raised and lowered,

while at the otherend they form hooks, which -

hook over the brace f.

With the exception of the top and front

sidethebooth isentirely enveloped by a stron o

| canvas curtain 1, (shown onlyin dotted lines,)

which may be fastened upon the frame-work
by means of snaps and rings, tie-ribbons, or
any other convenient method which may be
preferred. |
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The front of the booth is closed or coverad

by means of a curtain 2 of material similar

to curtain 1. This curtain is hung upon the

rod = by means of a number of sliding rings 3,

sothat it may bedrawn openor closed at will. -

When it is desired to fold up the booth for
the purpose of storing it away, I remove the
curtains 1 and 2, which are folded up into a
small bundle. Then I raise the shelf % up
and fold it back into the side frame b e d ¢,
where it may be fastened by a Snap and ring
or any other desired method. Then T raise
the end of the rod , which rests in the plug
p at the top of the standard a, and place it
into the plug at the top of the standard d.
Lhen breaking the knuckle-joints of the
braces « and y, I can fold thetwo sideframes

go
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to a folding booth; but

[O

When so folded, my booth only occupies a

space of twice the thickness.of the standards,

and may be stored in a very small space.
" T am aware that other folding booths have
been used, and sodo not make claim, broadly,
What Idoclaimasmy invention,and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 1s— '
1. The combination, in a folding booth, of a
rrame-work consisting of four strong stand-
ards a, b, ¢,and d,which arefastened together

© by six horizontal and stationary braces e, fy s
- N, 7, and 7,

and by twoknuckle-jointed braces
x and y, which cross each other and the back

gide of the frame-work diagonally, the oppo-
site ends of the same being pivoted to theop-
posite rear standards, with the enveloping-

~curtain 1, the rod 7, and the curtain 2, which
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" the frame-work consisting of the four stand- |
ards a, b, ¢,
braces e, f, g, 1, % and J, th _
joint braces « and gy, with a writing-shelf
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is suspended from the rod 7, all substantially
as deseribed, and for the purpose set forth. |

9. In a folding booth, the combination of

|

and d, the horizontal connecting- |
and the knuckle- |
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which is suspended between the bl‘&ées'Cand..'.
£, and upon the iron bars ! /, and enveloping-

curtain 1, a curtain-rod 7, and a curtaln 2,as |

described, and for the purposes set forth.
‘3. The combination,in afolding booth, of &

frame-work consisting of two upright side
frames ¢ j ¢h and b 7 d g, respectively, which
are connected by two knuckle-joint braces =

and y, which cross the back of the frame-
work diagonally, in which position they are
fastened by pivots to the standards ¢ and d,
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said knuckle-joint braces being so. situated

that when the joints are sprungopen thetwo

“side frames may be folded or closed up close

together, and a swinging shelf %, with an en-
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veloping-curtain 1, a curtain-rod ~, and acur-
tain 2,all as and for the purpose specified and

set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

' my ownI affix mysignature in presence of two
witnesses. o .
| JOHN HANLEY.
Witnesses: o |

FRANK HEGARTY,
JouEN M. SAMUELS.
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