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To all whom it may concerw:
Be it known that I, CEARLES E. DoDD, of

- Williamsport, in the eounty of Lyeoming and
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- ployed.
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50 tended and held in a vertical position.

State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Display-
Racks; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear,and exact description of the

invention,such as will enable others skilled in

the art to which 1t appertains to make and use
the same.

My invention relates to an 1mp10vement in
racks, and more particularly to such as are
employed for displaying 'goods, drying clothes,
and the like; and it consists in aframe of the

lazy-tongs vamety in combination with the |
peculiar lockingmechanism which constitutes

the essential featme of my invention.
It further consists in certain novel features
of construction and combinations of parts, as

will be hereinafter described, and pointed out
in the claims.

In the accompanying dra,wm% Figure 1 is

~a view in perspective of my 1mp10ved rack.

Fig. 2 is aviewshowing the device closed,and
Fw 3 is a detail view of one of the lockmﬂ'
ﬂ'tude plates employed. |

A represents the frame, comprising two pairs
of lazy-tongs, which constitute the ends, and
rods 11, to the opposite ends of which the
lower ends 2 2, the joints 3 3, and the centers
4 4 of the lazy-tongs are pivotally connected.
‘T'wo of the center rods 11 protrude a trifle be-
yond the-lazy-tongs, as shown, to form bear-
1ngso, and it is in connection with these bear-
1ngs that the locking guide-plates 6 6 are em-
These plates are formed substan-
tially as shown.
7 7. The slots are for convenience slightly
curved at point 8 to throw them to one side

when the rack or drier is collapsed. At the

free end of the plate this slot is bent over to
form a socket 9 for the end of one of the rods

-1 to retain the parts in position when ex-
panded. 'T'he permanent pivot 10 is made to

onesideof thelongitudinal centerof the plate,
and hence the preponderance of weight being

on the opposite side of the longitudinal cen-

ter of the plate the socket 9 falls into place
beneath the bearing 5 when the rack is ex-
In

‘this manner it will be seen that there is a pre-

outside of the lazy-tongs.

| pots and the like.
They are provided with slots |

ponderance of weight upon one edge of the
locking guide-plates, which causes them to
automatically drop into place as the rack 1is
expanded, so it may be added in this connec-
tion that it is only necessary to expand or ex-
tend the frame as far as the plates 6 6 will
admit, and by virtue of this expansion of

parts and the particular construction of the

plates they are thrown into position so that
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the bearing-sockets drop into place beneath

the bearmgs 5, with which the plate has slid-
ing connection. Thus the parts are locked

until they are manually unlocked when it is

desired to collapse orclose the frame for stor-

ing it in a small space. Attention iscalled to
the fact that the locking-plates form braces
for the entire frame, sustaining the weight
and retaining the pa,rts in pOSlthH

The rack can be supported in different po-
sitions, as desired, and can be used for vari-
ous purposes. USually it rests upon the base,
and rollers 13 13 are provided for easily mov-
Ing the rack about on the floor.
ers or casters, if preferred, are attached in
any convenient position at the base of the
frame. Theserollersare usnally mounted on
the ends of oneof therods 11, either inside or
The rack could also
be suspended upon the wall. When thus sup-
ported, the rollers move upon the wall as the
frame 1s expanded or contracted, the opposite
end of the base being the point of support
when the rack is thus suspended; also, the
device could be supported on an incline and
shelves could be placed upon it for flower-
T'he rack is especially ap-
plicable to this use, as there are long seasons
in the year when a flower-rack is absolutely
useless and in the way. When constructed
on the lazy-tongs order, the rack can be closed
and’ stored away, occupying little or practi-
cally no space.

The racks can be cheaply made and qmckly

set up for the trade.

It is evident that slight chanﬂ*es mlfrht be
resorted to in the form and a,uanﬂ‘ement of

These roll-

€5

75

30

o

95

the several parts described without departing

from the spirit and scope of my invention,
and hence I do not wish to limit myself to the
exact construction herein set forth; but,
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Having fully deseribed my invention,whatI '
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claim as new, and desire te secure by Letters | ed to receive a bearing of the frame as the
Patent, is— - frame is extended, substantially as set forth. =~ '
- The combination, with a frame of the lazy- In testimony whereof I have signea this |
tongs variety and bearings on said frame, of | specification in the presence of two subscrib-
5 loeking-plates permanently pivoted at oneend | ing witnesses. - '
and at one side of the longitudinal center to

bearingson the frame,said plates having each | OHARLES E. DODD.

a curved slot formed therein, said slot termi- | Witnesses: -
nating at the free end of the plate in a lateral Gro. C. STIGER,
1o downwardly-extending bearing-recess adapt- | GEO. F. DOWNING.
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