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(No model,)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALLEN MENDENHALL, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Earl-
ham, in the county of Madison and State of

Iowa have invented certain new and useful

| Improvements in Mechanism for Operating

1O
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Washing-Machines or Churns; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact deseription of the mventlon such
as will énable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use thesame.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in mechanism for operating washing-
machines or churns; and it consists in cer-
tain noveltyin the construction, arrangement,
and combination of the various parts of the
same, all of which I will now proceed to point
out and deserlbe, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, in whleh said mech-
anism is shown as applled to what are gener-
ally known as “agitator washing- machmes ?

In said dmwmﬂ's Figurelis a top plan view

of the machine, ShOWlnﬂ‘ my 11np10ved mech-
anism attached theteto Fig. 2 1s a vertical
transverse section taken on the line x o of

Fig. 1

Refelrmw to said drawin os, A 1ep1esents a
tub or clothes-l eceptacle supported upon smt
able legs a.

C represents a removable false bottom sup-
ported upon ribs C’, and E corner-pieces pro-

- vided with openings e.
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F is a hinged lid or ecap whmh closes the top

of the tub.

fis a latch adapted to hold the lid closed

G is a bearing in the center of the lid, in
which is mounted a short vertical shaft G’,
on the lower end of which is a frame carry-
ing downwardly-projecting agitator-fingers ¢.

011 the npper end of the sh&ft 18 secmed a |

gear H.

-1 1s a reci p100&t11:10' toothed rack mounted
in a way /v and engaging with the gear H.

K are standards or arms secured to the up-
perside of the lid near its hinged end.

L is a horizontal shaft mounted in bearmgs
k in said standards.

M is a fly-wheel mounted on the outer end
of the shaft L, said wheel belnn* provided with
a handle m.

- N 18 a crank secured on the inner end of
the shaft L and connected with the toothed

rack I by means of a pitman O. As the shaft
is turned the rack is reciprocated, and through
the intermediate connecting- gearing the agi-

and then in the other. -

As before stated, the operating meehambm
may be used with a churn as well as a wash-
ing-machine. In the latter case I preferably
pldee a sultable receptacle within the tub
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tator-fingers are turned first in one dlrectlon B

6.0

containing churning apparatus, the agitator- -

fingers of whwh are onemted by the meehan-
ism I have described. |
If desired, said mechanism may be used

with an entu ely separate receptacle or churn.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |

The combmatmn with the centml bearing

(x, the short Vertleal shaft mounted in S&ld .

beari ing, and the gear I, secured to the upper

end of said shaft, of the reciprocating rack I,

engaging sald gear, the horizontal shaft L
mounted in Smta,ble bearings and prowded
with a crank N, and the pitman O, connecting
said crank and rack, substantlally as shown
and described.

In testimony whereof I affix my 3) n'natme in
presence of two witnesses.

ALLEN MENDENHALL.

Witnesses:
ENOCH MALES,
DAvIiD HOCKETT.
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