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To all whom it }*ncw COTLCETTL
Beitknown that I, QUINTON JEROME I OKE,

acitizen of the Umted States, residing at York- |

i |

ville, in the county of York and State of South
5 (Jarohna, have invented certain new and use-
~ ful Improvements in Car-Couplers; and I do

hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,

and exact description of the 1nvent10n such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to Wthh
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw
1ngs, and to letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.
The invention relates to car-couplers, and
more particularly to that class known as
“twin-jaw” couplers; and it has for its object

I0

LS

a construction whereby the coupling may be |
effected antomatically and. whereby the un-

coupling may be effected without going be-
tween the cars. .

The invention consists, ess_entlally, in the
combination, with the draw-head and a sub-
. stantially Z-shaped coupling-hook, of a gravi-
tal cam-lever adapted to drop between the
draw-head and the tail of the hook to lock the
same against motion on its pivot. and to be
automatically moved out of the way of said
tail of the jaw in coupling, as will now be
fully described, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figurel is a top plan view of a car-coupler
embod} ing my invention, the coupling-hook

20

25

30

being in a p051t1011 for eouplmﬂ' with another

eouplel a portion of the top of the draw-head

38 being broken away to show the relative posi-
' tion of said hook and its locking-lever. Fig.
21s a side elevation thereof, showing the coup-
ling-hook and locking-lever in their relative

position when two couplers are coupled to-

40 gether. Fig. 3 is a front elevation, the coup-

ling-hook being removed; and Kigs. 4 and 5

are perSpeetwe Views of the eouljhne'-hook
and locking-lever, respectively.

Like lettels indicate like parts wherever
such may occur in the figures of drawings

above described.
In Figs. 1 and 2,15 indicates the dmw—bal

45

A, the dmw-head which inits general con-

struction is substantia,lly like the draw-head

so in the twin-jaw couplers ordinarily used, ex- }

| cept that sald dlaw-head is not chambered m .

\

rear of and between its twin jaws ¢ and o/,
but has simply a recess of ploper curvature
that merges into a lateral opening or slot
formed in a boss as, projecting from the side 5z
of the draw-head in rear of tllBJ&W ct,to which
the coupling-hook H is pivoted. The slot in
the boss a® of the draw-head is of such diam-
eter as to accommodate the tail of the coup-
ling-hook when in its normal position, as well 6o

‘as a cam-shaped gravital lockmn*—lever L, Fig.

5. This lever L is pivoted .in the boss a? of |
the draw-head A at [, and for freight or pas-

senger cars its arm 1. may be of such length

as to be manipulated without going between 65
the cars; orsaid arm may have a cor d or chain
secured thereto so that the lever can be ma-
nipulated from the platform of a passenger

or freight car or from the top of a freight-car,

| as may be found most convenient and as w1ll 70

be readily understood. The lever-handle or
arm L.’ is, as shown, so almnn'ed on the cam-
shaped locking pOI‘thIl l" as that when said
lever is turned to move said cam-shaped por-
tion from between the tail of the coupling-
hook H and the draw-head and released smd
lever will automatically return or fall- back
into its normal position.

The coupling-hook H, Fig. 5, is pwoted to
jaw o of the draw-head, as usua,l and 18 sub- 8o
stantially Z-shaped, its tail J bemﬂ' adapted
to enter the slot in the boss a? said slot being
of T shape,the leg of the T serving to aceom-
modate the said tail 2 of the hook while the
head receives the cam or lock_mn' portion I’ of 8
the lever.

The hook H is or may be constructed for
use with link-and-pin coupler, as is the case
in some couplers of this class.

The advantages of a. coupler eonstmcted
and operating as described will be readily un-
derstood by those conversant with this class
of couplers. It is much stronger than the or-
dinary coupler, having a ehamber of greater
or less depth 11:1tf:-rmed1ate and in rear of its
twin jaws. 'The eouplmn devices are not li-
able to be rendered inoperative by snow, ice,
or dirt,; as sach can have no access to the S&Id |
dewces -

Finally,owing to its simplicity, the coupler 100
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can be construeted at a very low cost as com |

pared with that of eouplers of this class as
heretofore constructed.

‘Having thus described my invention, what I,

5 dalm as new therein, and deblre to secure by
. Letters Patent, is—

1. A twin-jaw coupler eomprising a jaw-

10 of substantially Z shape pivoted to said jaw,
the tail of which is adapted to swing into said .

slot or recess,a gravital lockin 0‘-—16& er located |
therein and aetua,ted by the tml of the Jawand

_stantially

~arranged to drep between the same and the :;
I5 rear Wall of the dr aw-head when the said tail |

has clem ed the 1ockmo* dewce, for the purpose

get forth.

2. In a twin-jaw car-coupler, the combina-
tion, with the draw-head A and the Z-shaped

couplmw—hook H, pivoted to one of the jaws 2o

of said dr aw-head and whose tail /i is adapted

"to enter a lateral slot or recess in rear of the

head provided with a lateral slot or recess in | hook-supporting jaw, of the cam-shaped grav-

‘rear of one of its twin jaws, a coupling-hook | ital loekmfr-lever L,arranged relatively to the

couplmw-hook for co-oper ation therewith,sub- 25
as and for the purpose set forth.

QUINTON JEROME HOKE
Witnesses:

J. FRANK IIART
JAS. T. HART.
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