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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 474,582, dated May 10, 1892, .
 Application flled January 30, 1892, Serial No. 419,752, (Nomodel) "

Toi all whom it may c_i.o;fé,ce?f‘zfz}: | . -
e it known that I, JESSE W. MAXWELL, a

 citizen of the United States, residing at Fair
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River, in the county of Lincoln and State of

Mississippi, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Wagon-Tongues; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact deseription of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the art to.

which it appertainsto makeand use the same.
My invention relates to improvements in
vehicle-tongues, but more especially to that

- class of tongues which are supported at their

front ends by a yokeor a part of the harness,
the object being to provide means for pre-

tongue from the harness. |
The invention consists of the combination

~venting the accidental detachment of the

- and arrangement of parts, which will be here-
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inafter fully described and ¢lai med, reference

being had to the accompanying drawings, in
which like numerals of reference Indicate

corresponding parts in both views. .
Figure 1 represents a central longitudinal

sectlonal view of the front endof the tongue. -
Fig. 2 represents a bottom plan view of the
same. | |

- ldesignates a tongue of the usual construc-
tion used on vehicles or machines to which

it is desirable to attach two or more horses.

Only the front end of thetongue is shown, as
the invention relates to that part only.
- 2 designates the ring at the nose of the

tongue, which has a flat extension 8 extend-

ing rearwardly along the top of the tongue,
and a similar though shorter extension 4 ex-

tending along the bottom thereof. The ex-

‘tension 4 extending aleng the bottom termi-
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‘nates just below the center of a recess 5, cut

In the lower side of the tongne, and the ex-
tremity of thesaid extension isturned down-

~wardly and reduced to a thin edge, as at 6.

Bolts 7 and 8 are passed through the tongue

and the two extensions 3 and 4 to secure these
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parts firmly together. A pieceof iron 9isse-
cured to the lower side of the tongue a short

distance in rear of the recess 5, and the said

~ piece extends forwardly and downwardly to a
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point just below the rear end of the said re-
cess, where it is bent upwardly, as at 10, to
form a shoulder and reduced in size, as at 11,

tongue and the extension 3, the upper end of
the said bolt being screw-threaded to receive
a nut 12, whichis screwed down upon the top
of the extension 3 of the nose, as shown.
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flat plate 13 is placed in the recess 5, through * -

14 upon the bolt 11 serves to keep the plate
15 in place. A flat spring 15 is placed upon
the under side of the tongue, between it and

the piece 9,and both the spring and the piece
) are secured to the tongue by a bolt 16,

“which pass the bolts 8and 11. The shoulder
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which passes through their rear ends, the -

tongue, and the end of the extension 3 of the
nose 2, thus holding these parts firmly to-
gether; |
forward end of the spring 15, through which

passes the upwardly-turned end of the piece

9, and the said aperture is made large enough

An aperture 17 is formed mear the

to allow of the free movement of the end of |

the spring upon the piece 9. The forward

end of the spring 15 is turned up, as at 18,

and normally rests upon or bears against the -
downwardly-turned end of the extension 4 of

the nose 2, but may readily be pressed up to
the position shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1 to
allow the ring 20 to pass into the recess 5.
T'he yoke or harness is secured in anv suit-

| able manner to the ring 20, which, when in
the recess 5, as shown in the drawings, will
support the forward end of the tongue, as will

be readily understood. The spring 15, rest-
ing, as it does, normally against the end of
the extension 4 of the nose, will effectually

‘brevent the accidental displacement of the
ring 20; but by moving the ring forward in

the recess 5 and then pressing the spring up-

ward to the position shown in dotted linesin

Fig. 1 the said ring may be easily removed,
as will be apparent. |

It will be seen that by the mechanism here-
‘inbefore described and shown I provide a de-

vice which is cheap and simple in construec-
tion, durable, easy in operation, and very ef-

fective for the purpose designed.

It will be understood that I do not .wish to

limit myself to the precise details of construec-

tion as herein described, as slight modifica-

tions may be made therein without departing.
from the spirit of the invention. S

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent

to form a bolt, which passes through the of the United States, is—
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1. The combination, with a vehicle-tongue |

having a recess in the under side thereof, a
nose extending along the upper side of the
tongue, and a piece from the nose extending
along thelowersideof the tongue, terminating
under the recess to partially close the same,
of a spring secured to the lower side of the
tongue and meeting the end of the lower ex-

tension from the mnose to normally close the |

recess, substantially as deseribed..

2. The combination, with a vehicle-tongue
having a recess in thelowerside of the same,
a nose extending along the upper side of the

tongue, and a piece from the nose extending |
along the lower side and terminating under

the recess to partially close the same, of a

spring secured to the lower side of the tongue

and meeting the end of the extension from
the nose to normally close the recess, and a
piece of metal secured to the lowerside of the

~ tongue below the spring and bent upwardly

to form a shoulder, substantially as described. |

3. The combination, with a vehicle-tongue
having a recess in the lower side of the same,

a nose having an extension secured upon the |
presence of two witnesses.

from the nose extending along the lower side |

top of the tongue, and a second extension

© of the tongue and terminating under the re-
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cess to partially close the same, of a spring

secured to the lower side of the tongue and

meeting the end of the extension from the

“described. | |
4. The combination, with a vehicle-tongue,

474,582

nose to normally close the said recess, a piece

of metal secured to the tongue below the

spring and bent upwardly to form a shoulder,

aplate secured in the recess,and a shoulder 14

upon the upwardly-extending end of the piece
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9 to hold the plate in place, substantially as -

a recess in the lower side of the same, a nose

having an extension secured upon the top of

40

the tongue, and a second extension from the -

nose extending -along the lower side of the

tongue and terminating under the recess to

partially close the same, of a spring secured
to the lower side of the tongue and meeting

the end of the extension from the nose to nor-
‘mally close the said recess, a piece of metal
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secured to the tongue below the spring and -

‘bent upwardly to form a shoulder, a plate se-
cured in the recess, a shoulder 14 upon the
‘upwardly-extending end of the piece 9 to hold

the plate in place, and a bolt 11, formed of
the reduced upper end of the piece 9, sub-

“stantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix iny signature in

JESSE W. MAXWELL.

Witnesses:
J. W. MCGRATH,
D. D. EWING.
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