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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

THEODORE FRANCIS PETIT, OF HUDSONDALE, PENNSYLVANIA.
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 474,458, dated May 10, 1892,
Application filed May 14, 1891, Serial No, 392,661, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THEODORE FRANCIS
PETIT, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Hudsondale, in the county of Carbon and
otate of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Music-Leaf
Turners; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others |
skilled in the art to which it appertains to |
make and use the same. N

The invention relates to music - holders
which are provided with devices for turning
overleaves; and it consistsin certain improve-
ment in the construction of such holders, as
hereinafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 -I
represents a plan or front view of a musice- {
holder provided with myimprovements. Fig.
2 1s a section taken on line x x of Fig.1. Tig.
J 1llustrates the devices for turning over the
leaves. FKig. 4 illustrates the clamps for hold-
Ing a book open. Fig. 5 illustrates the leaf-
holders. | i

A designates the frame, which may be made
of sheet metal, said frame being rectangular
and provided with bars a,extending from the
top to the bottom, and with projections ¢, form-
ing rests for a book or piece of musiec. Two
parallel wires b are fixed to the frame and ex-
tend somewhat beyond its extremities, said
wires being then bent down and turned in-
ward and having their ends fastened to the
frame, which issunken or recessed at e, where:
the ends of the wires are fastened at each end |
of the frame.

On the wires 0, at or near each end of the F
frame, is mounted a clamp for holding a book |
placedon theframein an open position. Each
of these clamps Cis provided with a spring of
coiled wire, which is extended to formn an arm, |
vvhich carries a bearing-piece in the form of a
roll d of rubber. Each clamp C is mounted
on a cross-bar f and has a pivotal connection l
therewith, the said cross-bar being loosely con-
nected at its extremities with the wires b, so
that the clamp may be adjusted in position |
along said wires, according to the size of the
book to be held to the frame. KEach clawmp C,
being pivotally connected with cross-bar f,
may be turned away to release the book,-as

indicated in dotted linesinFig.1. Thecross-

bar f'is bent, as seen in Fig. 4, to form an in-

clined surface for connection of the clamping-
arm, so that the latter bears downward more
tightly as it is turned on the book.

Two shafts D and Earecentrally journaled
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In the upper and lower bars of the frame, the _

shafts being adjacent to each other, as shown.
Tothe extended journalsof each of said shafts
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D and E are fastened the endsof two wiresg,

which extend from the shaft at right angles
and are connected by a wire /i, which is made
in two sections, which are loosely connected
by a ferrule %, into which the inward ends of
sald sections are inserted, the outward ends
of the sections being provided with eyes [,
through which the wires g are passed.

- A leaf-holder F is mounted on each of the

‘wires /i, said holder being formed chiefly of
bent wire.

1o form the holder I, two pieces
of wire are bent to form finger-pieces 2, then
wound on wire /, and fastened thereto at the
extremities of the ferrule k, each piece of wire
being fastened to a separate section of wire i
and tending to turn or rotate such section in

i a direction opposite to that of the other sec-

tion. The said two pieces are then extended
forward to form the jaws m, which are pro-
vided with coverings of rubber, and a spring
1 18 connected with the ferrule /; and with the
finger-pieces and serves to hold the latter
apart and keep the jawsclosed. By this con-
struction of the leaf-holder Fand wire i when
the jaws m are closed the sections of wire /i
are clamped to wires g by the eyes/, and when
the finger-pieces are pressed together to open
Jaws m the sections of wire I are slightly ro-
tated in opposite directions and released, so
that wire /i, with the leaf-holder, may be moved
on the wires g¢.

Two leaf-turning devices are shown con-
nected severally with shafts D and E and
formed of wires ¢ and X, the latter carrying
leaf-holders I, the said devices being operated
by the following-described mechanism: The
shaft D has rigidly attached thereto, near onc
end, a cam or bent arm p, having a shoulder
r, and a spring-catch £ is pivoted in position
to connect with said shoulder when the shaft
D is turned a certain distance to the right,
the arm p bearing against the spring-cateh £
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A finger-piece I is connected with the catch {,
whereby the latter may be drawn away from
the arm on cam p. The catch ¢t hasaproject-

ing end, which is held by a spring * against

the cam, so that pressure on the finger-piece
I will be required to overcome the power of

~ the spring before the catch will cease 1o hold
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the cam. A spring o is coiled on the shaft D,
the ends of the spring bearingagainstthe ad-
jacent shaft E and said spring being so con-
structed and attached that when the cam pis
released from the catch { theshaft will be par-
tially rotated from right to left by the action
of the spring 0. When the operator desires
to turn a leaf over from right toleft by means
of the shaft D and its connections, he presses
the finger-piece I and thus raises the catch ¢
from the cam p, and the shaft D is immedi-
ately turned by .the action of the spring 0, 80
that the leaf-turner eonnected with sald shaft
is swung over from the right to the left, tak-
ing the leaf with it. The shaft K is also pro-
vided with a shouldered cam p’ and a spring
o’, which bears against shaft D, a pivoted
catch ¢’ and finger-piece 1’ being provided, by
which theshaft may be detained and released,
and another leaf-turning device may be op-
erated in like manner. As the leaf-turning
devices are swung over from right to left they
rest on the stops w on the frawme A.
I claim— | |

1. The combination, with a frame, of two

parallel wires b, secured thereto, and two
spring-clamps pivotally mounted on cross-
bars, the ends of which areloosely connected
with said parallel wires, each of said cross-
bars being provided with an inclined surface,
so that the clamping-arm becomes tightened
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as it is turned on a book placed on the frame,
substantially as set forth and described.

2. The combination, with a frame, of two
parallel shafts journaled therein, leaf-turn-
ers formed of wiresconnected with said shafts
and movable therewith,springs connected sev-
erally with said shafts and adapted to par-

tially rotate the same, spring-catches in posi-

tion to act as detents for said shafts,and fin-
oer-pieces connected with said catches, where-
by said shafts may be released, substantially
as set forth and described. |

3. The combination, with the frame, of the
shafts D and E, provided with springs o 0’
and shouldered cams p p’, spring-catches ¢
¢’ in position to connect with said cams, fin-
ger-pieces connected with said catches, wires
g, extending from said shafts, wires 2, con-
nected with wires ¢, and spring-clamps car-
ried by wires &, substantially as and for the
purposes deseribed.

4. The combination, with a frame and a
shaft journaled therein, of two wires extend-
ing fromn said shaft, a wire &, inadeintwosec-
tions, which are loosely connected by a fer-
rule and are provided witheyes/,aleaf-holder
having two pieces of wire, each of which 1s
bent to form a finger-piece, wound on and at-
tached to one of said sections, and extended
forward and provided witha jaw,andaspring
constructed to keep the jaws closed, substan-
tially as and for the purposes described.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

THEODORE FRANCIS PETIT.

Witnesses: -

PATRICK LAWLER,
J. S. FISHER.
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