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To all whom it may concern:

‘Beit known that I, MICHAEL JOSEPH DONA-
HUE, a citizen of the Umted States, residing at

Loston in the county of Suffolk and S*ate of
Massach usetts, have invented certain new and

- useful Improvements in Street Letter-Boxes,
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of which the following is afull, clear, and ex-

act description, reference being had to the ac-

companying drawings, making part of this

specification, in which—
Figure 11s a perspective view of a letter-

box seeuled to alamp-post embodying my in-
1S a vertical section on the

vention. Fig. 2
line 2 2 of I‘iﬂ' 1 with the door open. Fig. 3
is a perspective view of the letter-box with
the door open, the upper portion of the box

‘being broken away.

Str eet letter-boxes to be an 1mpr0vement

on those now in use should be as simple as

possible and should be so constructed that
in transferring letters from the letter-box to
the bag of the collector it will be impossible
for mail- matter, through accident or negli-
gence, to fall to the ground or be mutilated,

25 injured, or crushed by the act of opening the
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~door of the box.

My invention has for its objeet to enable
me to secure these advantages and at the

same time eiffect the saving of from fifty to

seventy per cent, in the time and labm of col-
lecting and sorting., .

To thls end mymventmn consists in certain
novel features of construction and combina-
tion of parts, as hereinafter fully desecribed,
and specifically pointed out and claimed.

In the said drawings, A represents a letter-
box, which isprovided with two slots @ a—one
on eaeh side-—which may be used by two dif-
ferent persons at the same time. The slot a
next the curbstone may be tsed by any one
in a carriage or on horseback withoutalight-
11:10' or inter fennw with any one using the slot
a next the house%

Letters mailed in the slots a ¢’
floor f, If
second ﬂ001 tmnsvel sely inclined at an angle
of about forty-five degrees, causing the Tet-
ters deposited in the box o partly rest or
press against the upper part of the door, it be-
ing a partly-reciprocating door, being hinged
or attached to the box by means of a hori-

strike the

pressing

fig. 2, which consists of a stationary

| sides of the box 77 and through contiguous
holes in the door guards or ﬂ.smﬂ‘es h h the

portion 6 of the d001 above the :-:Lxle rod act-
ing and opening outwardly and the part m

‘below the axle-rod acting and opening in-

wardly.

On pins d d, Flf“S 1 and 3, Whleh protrude
outwardly from the flanges I, h, a bag or other
receptacle may be hung, and the mail- matter,

or receptacle hung on the pins d d, when the

door is unlocked and opened to tlle extent 6

shown in Tig. 3, the ineclined floor f and por-
tion b of the door when opened forming a
transversely straight passage. extending out
from and beyond the front side of 1:11e box,
through which the mail-matter will pass fr eely
into the bag or other receptacle of the col-
lector. The fianges 7 , havi ing the pins d d,
and being of one plece with the door 0, form
coumlete guards. Said guards acting Outbld@
the main Wdlls OT body of the box prevent
the mutilation of the letters that would occur
in opening a door having inwardly - acting

guards, and by their half-ulculm shape act-

ing under the cleats ¢ ¢ also elfectually pre-
vent any mail-matter from falling other than
into a bag hung on the pins d d.

The 10we1 portlon of the letter-box, which
is below the rod g, is provided in front with

‘a wide slot or space e, the breadth of the box,

and is for the reception of newspapers, small
packages, &c., which would otherwise be left
on the top of .the box. This space ¢ when
the door b is dropped down, (see Figs. 2 and

3,) such operation serving to raise the part m

of the door upward and backward, is then
sufficiently wide to permit the hand and arm
of the collector to be introduced within the
lower portion w of the letter-box for the re-
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against the door b, will pass tmns—- B
've1sely by gradient ﬂ'l&Vlt&thll into the bag

/5

o0

90

moval of mail-matter therein, and when the

door b is closed up this lower portion m will
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partially close the space e, leaving a slot or
aperture between the bottom of the door m

and the upper edge of the lower portion of

the front of the box of sufficient w1dth only

for mailing purposes, as seen in Fig. 1. The
outer ends of the lower portion m of the door
are cut away at x x, I'ig. 1, and are adapted
to meet the notches v v in the sides of the

zontal axle-rod g, which passes through the | box 77, as seen in Fig. 2, at the same time
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11, are for the purpose of a

that the inner ends of the flanges % T are
brought into contact with the upper parts of
the cleats ¢ ¢ at 1, Fig. 2. The notehes v v,
with the cleats ¢ ¢, serve to allow the door to
open to, but prevents opening beyond, the ex-
tent shown in Figs. 2 and 3.

The holes & , formed in the sides of the box
fording egress for
dust, &e., that may accumulate in the bottom
of the box The portions n m of the flanges

“or guards /v I are of increased th1ekness to
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affmd additional str enﬂth for suppm fing the
pms d d.
What I claim as m} invention, and desne
to Secme by Letters Patent, is—
. The combination, with a mail-box, of an

mclmed intermediate ﬂoor f,dividing the box

~into upper and lower compartments, the up-
~ per _compartment plOVlded with two letter-
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ports ¢ a and an opening on its front side,
thelowercompartment provided with an open-
ing e above the inwardly-projecting flange ¢e’,
the upper compmtment provided W1th a door
b, said door being attached to the box by
means of an axle- rod ¢, the door being also
provided with an extension m below its piv-

otal. pomt so that it will partially close the
opening e in the lower compartment when the
door is closed, substantmlly as hereinbefore

described.
9. The combmatmn with a mail- bo*c hav

ing two. comp&rtments separated by an in--
and having two.

.elmed intermediate floor A
openings on 1ts front side, an upper dehvely-
opening and a lower mailing and collection

opening, of a door b, having an extension m
and secured to the box by ineans of a single
axle-rodand arranged to close the openings

as described, the dom having extemdlly—op
erating mde guards carrying obliquely-ar-
__ra,uﬂ'ed pins d d substantially as and for the

purpose set for th
3. The combmatwn with a mail - box di-

vided into two sepamte compartments by

means of the inclined intermediate floor f,
substantially as described, of a door b, hinged
fmd,]acent to the floor 7 in fmnt of the open-

ings to said Lomparttnents and adapted to
_close the opening to the upper compartment,
said door being provided below the pivotal
point with an extension m, adapted when
said door is closed to par tmlly cover the open-

ing to the lower compartment, and two ex-
temally operating side guards v 7, located

one on each side of the door b and arranged

to operate outside the main walls of the b()*;
substantially as set forth.

4, The combination, with a mail-box di-
vided into two bepamte compartments by

~ 60 means of the inclined intermediate ﬂ001 1, of
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a doord, hinged adjacent tothe floor fin front

of the openings to said compartments and
adaptedto closethe opening tothe uppercom-
partment, said door being provided below the
pivotal pomt with an extenswn m, adapted
when said dooris closed to partially cover the
opening to the lower compartment, and hav-
ing two externally-operating side guards /i A,
loeated one on each side, and arranﬂed to op-
erate outside of the main ‘walls of the box, and
two funnel-shaped obliquely-arranged pins 7/
d, all operating substantially in the manner
and for the puarpose set forth.

5. The combination, with a mail- box di-
Vlded into two Sepalcbte compartments by
means of theinelined intermediate floor £, sub-
stantially as described, of a doorb, hinged ad-
jacent to the floor f in front of the openings
to said compmtments and adapted to close
the opening to the upper compartment, said
door being p10v1ded below the pivotal pomt

‘with an ettensmn m, adapted when said door

is closed to partmlly cover the opening to the

Jower compartment, and two externally-oper-

ating side guards h h, located one on each
side of the “door b and arranged to operate
outside the main walls of the box ‘and inside
the two cleats ¢ ¢, said cleats being attached

to the outer sides of the end of the box and

of suitable shape to receive said guards, sub-
stantially as set forth.

6. The combination, with a mail - box di-
vided into two sepa,ra,te compartments by

meansof theinclined intermediate floorf, sub-
stantially as described, of a door b, hinged ad-
jacent to the floor f in front of the. openingsto
said compmtments and adapted to close the
| openings tothe upper compartment,said door
being provided below the pivotal point with an

extensmn m, adapted when said door is closed
to partially cover the opening to the lower

the main walls of the box and inside the two
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i compartment, and two externally—operatmﬂ' |
side guards h h, located one on each side of
the door b and amanﬂed to operate outside

105

cleats ¢ ¢, said cleats being attached to the

outer sides of the end of the box and of suit-
able shape to receive said guards, and two

notches v v in the sides of the box j 4, fitting

the partscutaway of the portion m of the door
all operating Substantmll} in the manner and
for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have swned my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses, on this 25d day of
February A. D. 1891,

MICHAEL J. DONAHUE.

Witnesses:

SAML. JENNISON,
ELMER E. YouNG.
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