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Lo all whom it maybmwm%: '
Be it known that I, DANIEL JAY SHULTZ, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident

of Spruce Creek,in the county of Huntingdon |

and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Locks
and Drops for Buggy-Tops; and I do hereby
(leclare that the following is a tull, elear, and

exact description of the invention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which it

appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
Ings, which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in

means for fastening the joints of the stay-rods
of buggy tops or canopies and for breaking
the same when desired for the purpose of low-
ering the top. | o |
Stay-rods for buggy-tops as now ordinarily
constructed consist of two bars jointed to-

gether, thelower bar being pivoted to the back

- of the seat, while the upper one is pivoted to
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~a stud or pin secured to the frame of the top

orcanopy. In practice when thetop israised
the bars comprising the stay-rod are forced

into line with each other, and thus hold the |

top in place. To lower the top, the joint of
the stay-rod is broken, so that the bars will
fold upon or toward each other. To accom-
plish these results, it is necessary for the oc-
cupant to lean out of the vehiele first on one

side and then on the other in order to grasp

the stay-rod to break the joint. Thisisa very
difficult and dangerous operation, especially
if driving a vicious or timid horse, and fre-
quently results in serious accidents, =
“T'he object of my invention is to provide im-
proved means whereby thestay-rod is securely

locked at the joint when in an extended posi-

tion to hold the topor canopy raised, and also
to provide means whereby the joints on both
sides of the vehicle may be broken simultane-
ously to lower the top without the occupant
being obliged to reach out of the vehicle.
Theinventionconsistsin the novel construe-
tion and combination of parts hereinafter

- fully deseribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

- a side elevation of a buggy top and seat with

my lmprovements applied thereto. Fig. 2
18 a front view of the same with the top or

canopy broken away to show the operating- |

!

cord. Figs. 3 and 4 are detail views, on an
enlarged scale, of the means for locking the
stay-bars. |
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In the said drawings the reference-numeral

1 denotes the seat, and 2 the back. _

The numeral 3 denotes theside bars secured

to the side of the seat and with the back and

provided with studs 4, to which the bows 5 are
pivoted. "T'he top or canopy is supported by
these bows and is provided with the jointed
horizontal rod 6. All of these parts may be

of any ordinary or suitable construction, as

they form no part of my invention. HKach
stay-rod consistsof two bars 7and 3, the former

| of which is pivoted to a stud 9, secured to the

side bar 3, while bar 8 is pivoted to a stud 10,
secured to the frame of the top or canopy.
These bars are jointed together at their meet-
ing ends in the ordinary manner.

Secured to the end of bars 8 by means of a

clamp 12 is a flat spring 13, having a slot 14

6¢

near 1ts lower end, with which engages a bev-

eled lug 15 on a sliding clamp 16, embracing
the upperendofrod?7. Theendsofsprings13
are bentoutward and provided with apertures
17 and 18. The stay-bars on both sides of
the vehicle are identical in eonstruection, and
a cord 19 is passed through the apertures in
one of the springs 13, and thence carried up-
ward through aneyelet in the curtain, thence
through a screw-eye in the canopy-frame
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across the buggy, and thence through similar

eyes and eyelets to the spring on the opposite
side and through the aperture therein, tha
ends of the cord being knotted to prevent
them from being drawn through the lower ap-
ertures in the springs. '
tended or aligned with each other to hold the

top or canopyraised in the usual manner, the

beveled lugs engaging with the slots in the
springs, so as to securely lock the joint, the
clamp carrying the lug being movable, so that
as the inner end of the slot strikes the bev-
eled portion of the lug it will force the same

outward or downward, so as to engage with

the frontend thereof. 'To break the joint, it

| is only necessary for the occupant of the ve-

hicle to reach up and grasp the cord running
across the top and pull the same, when the
lugs will be disengaged from the springs, when

The stay-rodsare ex-

Qo

95

100

the rods will be depressed and the top low-

ered.




From the above it will be seen that the
stay-rods are securely locked when extended,

preventing rattling of the parts and aceci-

dental lowering of the top or canopy, while at
the same time the top can be readily lowered

- when desired.

1O

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim is— -
“In a buggy or other vehicle, the combina-
tion, with the jointed stay-rods,of the springs
secured to one of the bars thereof, the sliding

clamp on the other bar, provided with a bev- |

474,193

| eled 1ug, the slotted springs adapted to en-
gage with said lugs, and the operating-cord

connected with said springsand passing trans-
versely across the top or canopy on the inside
thereof, substantially as described.

In testlmony that I claim the forefromﬂ' as
my own I have hereunto affixed my mgnatme

in presence of two witnesses.
| DANIEL JAY SHULTZ.

Witnesses:
WILLIAM OLIVER BRINDLE,

HARRY SYLVESTER JACOBS.
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