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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, ALBERT GANSS, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Austin,
in the county of Travis and State of Texas,
have invented a new and useful Stringed In-
strument, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.
- My invention relates to Improvements in
string-instruments of that class employing
a neck and a veneer body and adapted to De
played by the fingers.

- The objects of my invention are to provide
an instrument that may be conveniently sup-
ported upon the lap of the player without any
supporting-bands, that is of unique and hand-
Some appearauce, that is strong and durable,
not liable to be injured by ordinary falls, in
which the bridge is secure, the neck properly
braced, and to give to the body such shape as
will increase its resonance, while at the same

-time preserving the musical sweetness inhe-

rent in instruments of this class.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in certain features of con-
struction hereinafter specified, and particu-
larly pointed out in the appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

of a musical instrument constructed in ac-

cordance with my invention.
tical transverse section.
tal transverse section.
gitudinal section.

Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

The body of the instrument is constructed
of one or a multiple of layers of veneer and
18 put togetherin the ordinary manner. The
body comprises the front and back sections 1

Fig. 2 is a ver-
Fig. 3 is a horizon-
Fig. 4isavertical lon-

and 2, respectively, which are connected at

their outer edges by the side sections 3. The

main body of the instrument is of a regular

shape, the details of theshape being left some-
what to the discretion and taste of the manu-
facturer, and atitslower end is reduced some-
what and squared to form an opening 4, which
1s covered by a removable cover 5, set into the
opening and connected with the edge of the
same, which is flanged for this purpose, as at
6, by a series of serews 7. 'This cover not

50 only serves the ordinary function of a cover,

but also as a flat base upon which the instru- |

 ment may be stood when not in use.

At 1ts
upper end and at opposite sides the body is
extended to form a pair of lyre-shaped arms
J, which arms are tapered, as shown, and com-
bine to form an intermediate space. Near
the junction of the arms and body the front
wall of the latter is provided with a series of
sound-openings 10. The lyre-shaped arms
greatly increase the resonance and tone of the
instrument, besides constituting a conven-

‘lent support by which the instrument may be

supported upon the lap. Atintervals the in-
teriorof the body—that is, the front and rear
walls thereof—are strengthened or reihforced
by transverse ribs 11, extending from one side
wall to the other.

12 designates the bridge, having the usnal
pertorations for the reception of the pegs 13,
whereby the strings are held in position. In
order to strengthen the bridge and prevent
the same from pulling out, I glue to the un-
der side of the front of the body opposite the
bridge the reinforecing-strip 14.

15 designates the neck, which is secured to
the front end of the body, between the arms
thereof, and the keyboard 16 overlaps the
body a short distance, as shown. The neck
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18 of the usual guitar pattern in thisinstance,

though the shape of the same is immaterial.
The usual nut 17 is mounted in the neck, and
over the same arestretched thestrings, which

‘lead to the usual keys, with which the neck is
provided. In front of the nuithe neck is con-

nected at opposite sides to the inner ends of a
pair of transverse rods 18, the outer ends of
which pass through the lyre-like arms and
are nutted, as at 19, beyond the arms. These
rods serve as supports to the arms, prevent-
ing the same from becoming broken by ordi-
nary falls, and also serve as a brace for the
neck and prevent the same from becoming
sprung by the tension of the strings.
Fromtheforegoingdescriptionitwill beseen
that I provide a musical instrumentsomewhat
resembling the shape and construction of
both a mandolin and alyre, and which I aptly
term a “mandolyre.” In playing the instru-
ment the same is rested upon the lap, the
lower arm serving as a support, while the fin-
gers of the right hand are employed in ma-
nipulating the strings and those of the left
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hand in operating over the frets.
body given the instrument adds greatly to the
volume, and the lyre-shaped arms together
therewith increase the resonance and sweet-
ness, as well asimprove the general tone. The
sound-openings it will be understood may be
oiven any shape desired and either increased
or decreased, as the maker may determine,
and their location changed. I

[Having deseribed my invention, what I
claim 18— | |

1. The herein-described musical instrument
of the class mentioned, consisting of a lyre-
shaped hollow body, an intermediate fretted
neck located between the lyre-like arms and
connected to the body, and strings connected

" to the body and to the outer end of the neck

20

30 between the arms thereof, the strings con-

of the body, substantially as specified.

2. Theherein-described musical instrument,

consisting of the lyre-shaped hollow body, the
fretted neck secured to the body, extending
between the arms thereof, and the transverse
hrace-rods leading from the opposite sides of
the neck to the arms of the body, and the
strings connected to the body and to the outer
end of the neck, substantially as specified.

3. The herein-described musical instrament,
consisting of the lyre-shaped hollow body, the
fretted neck secured to the body and located

474,120

The large | nected to the body and connected tothe outer

ond of the neck, and the transverse brace-
rods leading from the opposite sides of the
neck to the arms of the body, the outer ends
of said rods being extended throughthe arms
and nutted outside of the same, substantially
as specified.

4. In a musical instrument of the class de-
seribed, the combination, with the body, and
the perforated peg-receiving string-securing
bridge, and the reinforeing-strip glued to the
ander side of the front of the body immedi-
ately opposite the bridge, substantially as
specified. |

5 Theherein-described musical instrument,
consisting of a lyre-shaped veneer body hav-
ing at its lower end thereduced flattened por-
tion provided with an opening and an encir-
cling flange, and the removable cover secured
removably to the flange by means of screws
and adapted to serve as a base or stand for
the instrument, substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ALBERT GANSS.

Witnesses:
RosBT. J. HILL,
N. S. WALTON.
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