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To all whom it may concermn:

which has a two-column (more or less) record
12 of the days of one or more consecutive

s

months, with a linear record of the aggregate

the requirements of the holder of the book.
16 represents the denomination of the cou-

Be it known that I, JAMES W. HILL, of the | of the order 13 of the current day, and the
city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have consequent amount in coupons 4 that have 55
~1nvented a certain new and useful Improve- | been extracted from sald conpon-book.
5 ment in a Combined Order-Book, File, and | There may be four (more or less) of the
Coupon System, of which the. following is a coupons 4 on each leaf 14 of the coupon-book
full, clear, and exact description, reference 1, the denominations being preferably of one
being had to the accompanying drawings, | denomination on each sheet, and a perforate 6o
- forming part of this specification. ) intersecting-line 15 runs between each cou-
to  This invention relates to a combination de- | pon and between the coupons and stub of the
vice for a ready-order bill-of-parcels book | book to facilitate their detachment. The cou-
with stub-register, coupons for the discharge pons may be of variousamounts, such as five,
| payments of said orders, and file for the as- ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, thirty, forty, 6 g
- sorted retention of theused coupons; and the | fifty cents, and one dollar,or other convenient -
15 Invention consists in features of novelty | denominations, so as to be able to aggregate
hereinafter fully described, and pointed out any required amount in coupons correspond-— e
in the claims. | | '- ~j1ngto the amount of the individual order,
- Figure I isa front view of the coupon-book. and to detach the same in payment thereof. 70
Fig. II is a back view of the same. TFig. IIT Thus, for instance, to make a convenient
20 is an inside view of the same, and shows the | aggregate of twen ty dollars the coupon-book
~ book opened at the first sheets, with the daily | may contain one sheet containing four one-
record on the fly-leaf of the amount of cou- | dollar coupons, aggregating four dollars; one
pons used in payment of daily orders. Fig. | sheet containing four fifty-cent coupons, ag- 7z
- 1V is an open view of the order-book, and gregating two dollars; one sheet containing
25 shows the coupon-record of orders and stub- | four forty-cent coupons, aggregating one dol-
registry of the same. Fig. V is a front view | lar and sixty cents; one sheet containing four
of a detached order-slip. Fig. VI is a detail thirty-cent coupouns, aggregating one dollar
elevation of the file, and shows the used re- | and twenty cents; foursheets containing six- 8o
turned coupons on their respective files; and | teen twenty-five - cent coupons, aggregating
30 Fig. VII is a perspective view of a package I four dollars; two sheets containing eight
- of coupons after removal from the file and | twenty-cent coupons, aggregating one. dollar
- secured together by a rubber band, ready for | and sixty cents; two sheets containing eight
packing away for future reference, if need be. fifteen-cent coupons, aggregating one dollar 8g
~Lveferring to the drawings, 1 represents the | and twenty cents; six sheets containing twen-
35 coupon-book, on whose front cover 2 are re- | ty-four ten-cent coupons, aggregating two dol-
- corded the aggregate amount or value 3 of | lars and forty cents; ten sheets containing
- the coupons 4 contained in said book,the in- forty five-cent coupons, aggregating two dol-
dividual number 5 of the book, and the name lars, making the aggregate of coupon-book Q0
6 of the customer to whoin said book hasbeen { twenty dollars; butthe aggregate value of the
40 sold or by whom 1t is held, the merchant | coupon-books andotthedenominationsin said
preferably keeping a registry of the number | books may be either increased or diminished
of the book indexed to the customer’s name | to suit the exigencies of the trade. Thus, for
6 who has purchased said book. The back | the use of hotels and large establishments the gz
| cover 7ot said coupon-book hasonit a record | aggregate value of the coupon-books may be
45 of the name 8of the firm that issuessaid book, | largely increased and the denominations of
~and a linear space 9 for the name 6 of the | the coupons and the number of said coupons
customer or holder that has purchased it, and | varied to suit, and also for the use of small
at the foot is the warning notice 10 that the establishments, on the oher hand, the said 1co
- coupouns are not good if detached. @~ | coupon-books and denomination of their cou- -
5o 1lrepresentsthefly-leafof the coupon-book, pons may be decreased in value to aceord with |
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pon, Whleh is plainly plmted on the fclce of
sald coupon.

5, which represents the number 0f the book
and of the coupons contained therein, is not
only printed or written, as plevloasly stated,
on the front cover of the book, but is also
alike marked on the face of each coupon that
the book contains, on the bill of parcelsof the
order-book, yet to be described, and on the
reglster-stub of said order-book.

17 represents the order-book, which may be
used by the order-clerk at his counter-stand,

or, as is the custom in large cities, where tbe

order-clerks of grocers, butohers, and some

other classesof letallers make weekly ordaily
visits to the houses of their established cus-
tomers for orders. In eithercase the said or-
der-book is used for entering a bill-of-parcel
record 18, with the name of the customer 6,
and theregistered numberof his coupon- book
on the b111 slip 19.

- 20 represents lmes of perforations that in- |

tersect between the bill-slips for separating
the individual records of the bill of parcels.
It is evident that when there is a long bill to
make out, two or even three of said individ-
ual slips may be utilized in transeribing said
bill, in which case said perforate line bhould

be left intact, not being separated; but gen-

erally the -space on one individual slip will

be found ample for the tlanscuptlon of the

order.

91- represents a line of pelfomtlons be- |

- tween said bill-slips and the stubs 22 of said

40

45

50

¢ QY del'-bOOla:
- forationsbetween the individual bill-slipsand

It will thusbeseen that the per-

between saidslips and the stubsfacilitate the
separation of said bill-slips from the book, so
that said bill of parcels may accompany the

filled order on its delivery and be- compared |

by the customer with the articles received,
after which thetotals on said bill-slips should
be recorded on line with its date on the regis-
try 12 on the fly-leatf 11, and said bill-slips
should then -be filed away by careful house-
keepers for ultimate comparison with the
record when the coupon-book is exhausted.
The stabs 22, that are retained bound in
the order-book after the severance of the bill-

slips, are utilized for a record opposite the

record on the bill-slip beforeits severance of

- the date 23 of the order, preferably for con-

~of the eoupon—book from which the coupons

55
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ciseness, written In numelal&, the number 5

were extracted to pay said order,and the ag-
gregate 13 of the amount of the blll

As the bill of parcels and the column-rec-
ord 12 on the fly-leaf 11 provides a check in
behalf of the customer when filed by him,
so, also, the record on the stubs of the 01de1-—
book -and the canceled coupons provide a
check on behalf of the merchant..

The merchant, if he desires, may instruct
his- book - keeper to make 1temized trans-
criptions of said filled orders in the day-book;

but as the coupon-books have been already

either .paid for or charged, respectively, as

473,875

the practice may prevail between said mer-
chant and his customers, the only require-

ment for said entry would be if the merchant
requires an itemized account of the sales, as.

well as the customer, and even that he can

obtain without any ook - entry by simply
press-copying the bill of parcel-slips before

filing the order and slip or other filing of
SELId press-copies for future reference.

924 represents the file on which the used

and canceled coupons are secured. The said

which is preferably of wood, but may be of
any other suitable material, in which are in-
serted the vertical metal ﬁle needles 26.
said base has recorded on it, respectively af
the foot of each of the ﬁle needles; corre-
sponding numbers 5to those used on the cou-

pon-books and coupons; ag-well as on the or-
der-book.

(See Fig. V1)  The said coupons
as they return in payment of orders are each

canceled by the piercing of the file-needle that
00

surmounts its respective number, on which
individual needle all the coupons that carry
said number and have cousequently come
from the corresponding book and customer
are impaled, making individual bunches 27.

When the couponsof one of the bookshave -

ile is constituted of the platform-base 2o,

S0

The
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been exhausted, which*is readily discovered

by reckoning up the amount of the coupons
on file to that number, the completed bunch
of coupons may be WIthdl"&W]l from the file,

inclosed by an elastic cord 28, and the cus-
tomer’s name and date of issue of the book

may be, if desired, transcribed on the upper

canceled coupon, as shown in Fig. VI. The
package can then be stored away if 1t is de-

sired to keep said canceled coupons for future
reference. :

I0C.
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While the coupons to the amount of the

said order is given, yet it is preferred that
sald coupons should not be paid in until the
receipt by the customer of the goods accom-
panied with the bill-slip, so that the transfer
to the customer on the one hand of the goods
and the bill-slip that itemizes them and the
transfer to the employé of the merchant on

the other hand of the coupons that effect the

payment shall be simultaneous,; and the whole
transfer on both hands is thus brought to-

~gether in a nutshell, both-as to time and ac-

tion. Now it will be seen that unless it is
preferred by the merchant to keep an item-
ized day-book, which in this system is not
necessary, the work of the book-keepeér is
brought down to a minimum and the danger
from multiplicity of tangled accounts is al-
most entirely avoided. This is still more ef-

fectually the case when the practice of the

merchant is to sell and of the customer to

buy the coupon-books for cash only. It will
‘also be seen that this combined order-book,
coupon-book, and file system provides a safe
ffecting trade and the payment of

means of o

the obligationsentailed thereby withouteither
the danger of errors of detail in complicated

order may be handed to the order-clerk whén
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accounts oi‘ the loss of money by its frequent ] pons,

transmission; also, should a coupon-book be

lost by the customer, even if it is full or

partly full of coupons, it need entail no loss
on the owner of the book, as said book is not
transferable or the coupons good if detached.

Thus if another person finds a lost coupon-

~ book and attempts to purchase goods with

10

g

the coupons the merchant will see the real
owner’s name on the cover of the book and
also can see a record of the name of said cus-
tomer as the accredited owner of the coupon-

book that carries said number, so that the

coupon-book cannot be used by any but its
rightful owner. If said lost coupon-book is

~ not found, the merchant, by referring to his

20
25
3
35
40

45 tinguishing-number of the owner of said cou- |

file and footing up the aggregate amount of

the used and canceled coupons can extract
the same amount of coupons from a new book
and hand said book to the customer without
loss to the customer or himself, other than the
mere nominal cost of printing the book.

Otherwise the merchant can charge the cus-

tomer for the amount of the canceled coupons
and hand him a full book. -

When the merchant adopts the credit sys--

tem for the disposal of his coupon-books, he
can combine therewith a discount-cash sys-

tem, selling said coupon-books at a. certain

discount below their face value for cash.
- I eclaim as my invention— o
1. In a combined order-book, file, and cou-

pon appliance, the combination of the perfo-
rate detachable bill-slips bearing itemized

accounts and the stub-record thereof, of the

order-book,the perforate detachable coupons,

and the column-dated record of the eoupon-

book, and the file 24, arranged for canceling

and flling the used coupons, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth. N o
2. In a combined order-book, file, and cou-

pon appliance, the combination of the perfo- |
rate detachable coupon-slips bearing a record |

of their denominational amount and the dis-

records of orders, bound in an order-book, the
stub-leaves of said book from which said item-
ized bill-slips are arranged to be severed,
the said stubs carrying a record of the date
of order, the distinguishing-number of the
owner of the coupons, and the aggregate of
the amount of the bill, substantially as- and
for the purpose set forth. _

5. In a combined order-book, file, and cou-

pon-appliance, the combination of the cou-.

L TN
A P R

pon-book having a record on its covers of the

amount of coupons contained therein, the
name of the firm or merchant by whom, and

6o

the customer to whom, said coupon-book is
issued, the coupons contained in said book,
the distinguishing-number on said coupons
that designates the owner of the book, the

order-book with its itemized bill-slip and its

stub-record, and the file on whose needles the
used coupons are canceled and filed away,
substantially asand for the purpose set forth.

&

the bill-slips 20, containing itemized

55

4. In a combined order-book, file, and cou-

‘ponappliance,the combination of the coupon-

book which contains a certain amount of de-

tachable coupons, marked with their denomi-
nations and the distinguishing-number of the

owner of said book, the index-record 12 on
the fly-leaf of said book, the order-book 17,
containing the perforate bill-slips 18 and the

| _ | 75
registry-stubs, the file 24, which contains the

base 25, the needles that rise vertically from

said base, the distingnishing-numbers at; the

foot of said needles on the base of said file,

the package of canceled coupons 27, and the
elastic band that confines said coupons, the

S0 |

top coupon carrying the record of the user’s
name and date of issue arranged for filing

away for future record, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. | |

JAMES W. HILL.

Ih présence of—
- BENJN. A. KNIGHT,
SAML. KNIGHT.
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