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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, THOMAS EDGAR GOULD, a .

citizen of the United States, residing at Brook-

' 1yn, in the county of Kings and State of New

IO

L5
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York, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Bill and Letter Holders or
Files; and I do declare the following to be a
full, clear,and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art towhich it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-

Ing drawings, and to the letters of reference

marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. |

My invention relates to an improved letier
and bill holder or file having for its object to
provide for the convenient storage or filing
away more particularlyof bills or bills of lad-
ing and in such a way as to permit of writing
with faecility thereon either upon one or both
sides thereot, as also to serve in this respect
for filling out the longest bills; also, to pro-

 vide for the compact folding up of the file or
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‘bill and letter holder or

holder and to provide a folding and unfold-
ing back. - | |

To these ends my invention consists in the
novel combination, construction, and arrange-
ment of the parts,substantially as hereinafter
more fully disclosed. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a folded cross-sectional view of my improved
ile.
lar sectional view of the same partially un-
folded. Fig. 3 is also a similar section there-
of unfolded to its fullest extent. Fig. 4 is a
broken end view, and Fig. 5 is a similar plan
view, of the same; and Kig. 6 is an enlarged
detailed view of one of the pivoted back clasps

or clips.

In carrying out my'invention I provide lids
or covers A A, which may be made of layers
of veneer or thin wood put together with their

grains crossing each other, orof card orleather

board or othersuitable material, one of which
may have at its outer corners upon the inside
boss-like projections & a, and has articulated
or flexibly connected to its outer or forward
longitudinal edge a folding leaf A’, the con-
nection being preferably effected by means of
a piece of leather a’,secured bysuitable fast-

enings to said parts across the joint between | ing are respectively filled out.

-site strip of wood b and hold the
Fig. 2 is a simi-

flex or fold inward and rest upon the 1inside

of the back piece to which it isconnected ; but -
when extended it aligns with said lid or cover, s 5.

forming a continuation or extension thereof,

as would be necessary to provide for support- -

Ing a paper or bill form of the longest or ex-
tra length while being written on, and for
which this appendage is especially designed
by me. These lids or covers A A are also
flexibly connected to intermediate separate
strips of inflexible material or wood b b and
together at their rear or inner longitudinal
edges preferably by means of a piece of leather
covering b’,and secured by suitable means to
said Intermediate strips of wood and to said

l l1ds or covers, said strips and leather cover-

ing thus jointly forming the folding and un-

folding back B. -
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Preferably sunk into and secured into re-

cesses inone of the strips of wood b at its back
or rear edge near theends are a couple of or-
dinary paper-clamps ¢ ¢ so arranged as to con-
venlently grasp and retain the bills or letters
or like matter C, placed therein after the fash-
ion of binding the leaves of a book.

D D are clasps or clips of approximate U
shape having extended therefrom arms d, piv-
oted at their inner ends to one of the strips
of wood b, adapting the clips or clasps to be
swung inward and be engaged with the oppo-

e parts of the
back B together or foldedor to be swung out-
ward and be disengaged from said strip of
wood, permitting the unfolding or spreading
of the back with the unfolding of the leaf,as
18 desirable or practiced in filling out or writ-

as seen in Kig. 8.

In filling or writing out the usual bills of
lading the holder or file is only partially un-
folded, as seen in Fig. 2, it not being neces-
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Ing upon the extra-lengthened paper or bill,

go

sary in that instance to fully extend the

holder, as such, (the former,) as well under-
stood, read or are written upon crosswise or
from left to right and upon both sides, pro-
vision for which being made herein, since the
bills of ladingcan be turned after the fashion
of the leavesof a book and caused to rest first
upon one lid or cover and then upon the other
lid or cover as the two sides of the bill of lad-

The elips or

them. 'This arrangement permits.the leaf to I clasps D,in order to prevent their accidental
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d1senﬂ*a,gement from the covers or lids, as:| proximately U shape and each having an arm
pivoted to one strip and adapted to engage

might possibly ocetir in loading the files or
holders into wagons, &e., for trensportatwn
orshipmentin quentltlee, are connected tothe
covers or lids by springs E,normally holding |
the clasps or clips thereon, yet permlttmﬂ* thef

ready disengagement from the lids or covers

- IO
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of the clips or clasps, as also providing for
the automatic engagement of the cllps or:

clasps with the hds Or covers.

Having thus fully described my mventlon |
what I claim, and deswe to secure by Lettels;

Patent, is—

as set forth.

2. The bill and- lettor holdel or file heunﬂ--'-
jts lids or covers ‘provided with the foldmrré
and unfolding back, substantially as set forth,

3. The bill- a,nd 1ette1 holder or file having:
its lids or covers provided with the back eom-"-
posed of - inflexible ‘strips - flexibly- eonneetedf
together and to said lids or covers and clipped
‘or clasped in a folded position, eubetentmlly; -

as speeified.

4., The bill 'and letter heldel or file havmfr |

the back eempeqed of inflexible strips cov ered
- by a flexible material and: ﬂembly conneécted:

- 30

togethér and to the lids or covers of ‘said file
or helder and the ¢lips 01 elaeps of an ap-

l

the other strip and the flexible covermg, sub-
Stantlally as set forth.

. The letter and bill holder or file compris-
--mcr the lids or covers,one having the flexibly-

conneeted leaf, the beek consmtmcr of the
strips of wood secured to the leather covering

-in'turn secured to said lids or covers,and the
| approximately U-shaped clips or clesps each
having an arm pivoted to one of said strips ot
wood anid adapted to engage the otheér strip of
| wood with the covering of leather, substan-

1. The bill and letter holder or file havlno*; |
the flexibly-connected leaf adapted to form |
an extension of one hd or cover, substantially:

tially as set forth.

and adapted to engage the other etrlp or sec-

I tion of the back and ‘the flexible covering
sald elips or elasps beéing - autematlcelly heid |
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6. The letter and bill holder or ﬁle hawnn* o
its lids or covers. provided ‘with the ﬂemble
| back, in combination with the elaspsior-clips
of an approximately U shape, each havingan
arin pivoted to one strlp or section of the beek |

in position by springs, substaﬂtlallv as set

forth.

5%

Intestimony whereof T affix’ mysig natu reéin
pr esence of two witnesses.

THOMAS EDG—AR GOULD

ﬁfVltnesses. |
'GEORGE SPERRY
JORN IL. ‘NORDEOFTF.
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