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To ail whom it may concern:
B_e_lt}known that I, JAMES H. CRAWFORD,
a citizen of the United States, residing at

Afton, in the county of Union and State of.
lowa, have invented certain new and aseful.
Improvements in Racks for Holding Rolled
Goods, of -which the following is a specifica-

tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings.

My invention aims to provide an improved.
rack for holding rolled goods, such as wire-
~netting, carpets, roll-paper, &ec.; and with
this object in view it consists in certain novel

features of the device illustrated in the aec-
companying drawings, as will be hereinafter
first fully

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of a rack constructed in accordance

with my invention, and Fig. 2 is a similar
view of one of the brackets and the partsim-

mediately contiguous thereto on a larger |

scale. Hig. 3 is a perspective view of a dif-
ferent form of bracket. |

“In carrying out my invention I employ a

base A of any suitable material and of any:

preferred size or form. Inracks of large size

I will mount this base on casters B, as shown

in the drawings; but the casters are noi es-

sential and may be omitted at will. On the

base I erect the standards C, which are ar- |

ranged in two pairs, the rear pair being ver-
tical and the front pair being inelined up-
ward and rearward to the rear pairand meet-

ing the same at their upper ends. Theupper

ends of the several standards are connected

and covered by a shelf D, which serves to |
prevent their spreading and may be utilized |
1o hold ornaments or artieles for sale. The

spreading of the standards is further pre-
vented by means of the braces E, as will be

readily understood upon reference to the

drawings.
T'o the outer sides of the standards I secure
the supporting arms or brackets F, which are

arranged in pairs and project beyond the
front inclined standards.

In the upper edges
of these supporting arms or brackets I form
the concave recesses G, in which I secure the
open bearings I, and rollers I, which extend
between the supporting arms or brackets, are

journaled in these bearings by means of |

ully described, and then pointed out in’
. the claims. S

trunnions J at their ends engaging the same.

If so desired, the bracket shown in Fig. 3

may be employed instead of that shown in
Figs. 1 and 2. This bracket consists of a
casting secured to the front of the standard
and having. a forwardly-projecting arm form-
Ing an arc of a cirele, provided on its upper
side with open bearings for the frunnions or
journals-of the supporting-rollers 1. |

abovethesupporting-arms I secure the spring-
arms K, which extend downward and forward
to a point near the front rollers I and have a
presser-roller 1. journaled in their free ends.

I have shown at M a knife secured to and
extending between the supporting-arms just

| below the supporting-rollers I, whichisadapt-
ed to cut the paper into the desired lengths
‘when the rackisemployed to hold roll-paper.
1t will be understood, however, that thisknife

18 not essential to the successful use of the
rack, and its omission would notinvolve a de-
parture from my invention. |

In practice the roll of wire-netting, carpet,
cloth, or other goods to be held by the rack
1s placed upon the curved bed presented by
the supporting-rollersI and under the presser-
roller, as shown in FFig.1. The presser-roller
will then bear upon the roll of goods and pre-
vent 1t from being drawn off the supporting-
rollers as it is unrolled to be sold. The roll
of goods will be prevented from passing back-
ward by the standards and by the conecave
arrangement of the supporting-rollers I, and
as the said sapporting-rollers extend entirely
across the front of the rack between. the sup-
porting arms or brackets I am enabled to
place goods of any width upon therack with-
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-~ To the inner sides of the front standards
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out necessitating any adjustment of any of

the parts. The advantages of projecting the
brackets forwardly from the standards and
securing the supporting-rollers thereon, as
described, lies in the fact that by this con-
struction I am enabled to place upon said
supporting-rollers rolls of goods of greater
length than the supporting-rollers. The roll

18 placed on the supporting-rollers so that its
free end will be at the bottom and front, and
consequently as the goods are sold they may

| be readily drawn off without handlingtheroll
at all, the end being drawn out until the de-
sired length has been unrolled, when it may

95

109



10

‘be cut off by being pressed downward on the

knife or by any ethel preferred means. As
the roll becomes smaller the spring-arms K

carry the presser-rollers downward, so as to
maintain the pressure on theroll of goods and

prevent it from being drawn from the rack.
My improved rack is very simple in its
construction and its use will effect a great
economy of room, as it will hold a number of
rolls in a very ecompact form and in such a

. position that they may be used very easily

20

and readily without being handled at all. 1
thus effect a saving of tlme and labor. The
rack may be built in large sizes and placed
against the wall of the store-room, so as to

form a substitute for the ordinary shelving,

and it may be made in small sizes for use
upon the counter.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desn'e to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1 In a show- raek the combmduon of the
base, the standards ereeted thereon and suif-
ably braced, arms I, projecting beyond the
front standards and having formed in their
upper edges concaved recesses G, open bear-
ings H, secured in said recesses, and rollers I,
journaled in the openbearings I and extend-
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ing between the supporting-arms, whereby
said rollers will be arranged 1n a concavearc
and will accommodate rells of material shorter
or longer than ﬂl@l()ll@l‘-a Substa,ntla,lly as de-
seribed.

2. The combination of the supportmﬂ*-
frame,arms ¥, projecting forwardly therefrom
and each havmw a concave recess in the upper
edge of its f01 ward end, bearings secured
in said recesses, rollers I, extending between

said arms and journaled in said bearingsand
arranged in an are, a rigid knife M, extending

between the arms I and amenwed below and
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in front of the forward roller and having 1ts

upper edge sharpened, and spring-arms K ex-
tending forward from the frame and carry-
ing. 1011@1% L at their forward ends, said roll-
ers L being adapted to normally press upon
the upper front sides of the roll
prevent them being pulled off the support-
ing-rollers, as and for the purpose described.

Intestimony whereof Iaffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES II. CRAWFORD.

Witnesses:
F. K. BERRY,
J. K. HUMPHRY.
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