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"UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES DAVIS, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

POCKET CASH-ACCOUNTANT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 478,656, dated April 26, 1892.
| Application flled June 30, 1891, Serial No. 398,091, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JAMES DAVIS, a citizen

of the United States, residing in the city and |

county of San Francisco, State of California,
have invented an Improvement in Pocket
Cash-Accountants; and I hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the same,

My invention relates to a device which I
call a “pocket cash-accountant.”

It consists of a eylinder having a series of
rings or sleeves fitted to its exterior surface
and movable around it, these rings having fig-
ures or characters by which the debtor and
creditor sides of an account may be indicated,
together with dates and other matter con-
nected therewith. | |

Italso consistsin certain details of construc-
tion, which will be more fully explained by
reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which— |

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my device
partially broken away to show encireling
rings and with the pencil introduced into the
tube. Fig. 2 is a sectional view.

The object of my invention is to provide a

convenient mechanical accountant which may |

be easily carried in the pocket and the debit

and credit sideof an accountindicated there-

on, with dates of expenditures and receipts.
W represents a cylinder upon which the

ted. In the present case I have shown this
cylinder as being made tubular and of suffi-
clent size to receive any suitable form of pen
or pencil X which may be slipped into it, so
that the whole is conveniently carried in the
pocket as a single article. The rings A B C,
d&e., to V are of any suitable or desirable
width and are slipped over the cylinder W,
thering A in the present case abutting against
a shoulder w, formed at the lower end of the
cylinder, which prevents the rings from slip-
ping off in that direction. The opposite end

of the cylinderis screw-threaded and the ring
V i8 correspondingly threaded and serews
upon the cylinder, serving both to hold the
rings in place and to bind or lock them when
they have been set to any desired point with
reference to each other.

Kxterior to the rings is a case Y, the lower
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end 4 of which is shown as turned inwardly,
so as to fit beneath the shoulder at that end,
while the upper end has a cap or cover Y’
serewed upon 1t, thus inclosing all the rings
and keeping them together.

Kach of the rings from A to U has a small
hole ¢ made in it for theintroduction of a pin
Z, which 18 used to turn the rings around the
interior ¢ylinder. For convenience this pin
18 introduced into one end of the cylinder,
which contains any suitable soft substance—
like corkorrubber—toretainthe pin in place.
The ring A has upon its outer surface the ab-
breviation for “debtor” and the ring U has
upon its surface the abbreviation for “credit-
or.” The ring B, next to ring A, has the dol-
lar-sign marked upon it.

The next five rings, C to G, inclusive, are
divided into ten spaces each around their eir-
cumference, these spaces carrying the Arabic
numerals and cipher from “0” to “9,” and
they serve to indicate dollars and cents up to
one thousand dollars. In the same manner
the five rings P to T, inclusive, and adjacent
to the ring U, having the abbreviation for
“creditor” marked upon it, are used to show
the credit side of the account.

The rings H and L. have their surfaces di-
vided into twelve spaces, these spaces having
abbreviations forthe twelve calendar months
of the year marked upon them.

The rings I and J are used to show the date
from which the reckoning is taken for the
debit side, and the rings M and N show simi-
lar dates with relation to Liin the same man-
ner for the credit side. |

The ring O ecarries the dollar-sign for the
credit side of the calendar.

The operationisthenasfollows: Removing
the exterior case Y, the ring V is loosened
upon its serew-thread, so as to allow the in-
termediate rings to be moved, and by means
of the pin Z either of the sets of rings upon
the debit or credit side or any of the calen-
dar-rings may be moved to indicate any de-
sired entry., The figures which it is desired
to exhibit are brought into line between the
abbreviations “Dr.”” and “Cr.,” this line be-
ing the onewhich isalways consulted to show
the state of the account. For iustance, as
illustrated in Fig. 3,supposing the figures in-
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3o threads upon the end of the cylinder and |

i ndebted ness has

dicating “$342.10” just above the line of the |

abbreviation “Dr.” are to have “$111.11”
added to them, therings would then be turned
so as to bring the figures “$453.21” in line
with the abbreviation, as shown in the draw-
ings, thus indicating the amount which the
been increased. It will
thus be seen that a convenient indication is
made when the expenditures or receipts have
been added up by turning the rings to the
proper position toshow the amount and lock-
ing them. By this means all receiptsand ex-
penditures may be kept in this mechanical
manner, either permanently or to be trans-

ferred to books at certain stated times, if de-

sired.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire £o secure vy Lettexs
Patent, is—

1. A mechanical accountant conswtmcr of
the cylinder, a series of rings fitted thereon
and rotatable upon it, said rings having nu-
merals, respectively, for debit and credit sides

of the account,abbreviationsindicating debt-

or and creditor, and calendars to correspond

with each, holes made in the rings for thein-

troduction of a pin, whereby they may be
moved with relation to each other, and a
screw - threaded ring fitting .corresponding

473,656

serving . to loek the calendar a,nd account

rings, substantla,llv as herein described.

9. A mechanical accountant consisting of

~the cylinder, a series of rings rotatable there- -
35

on, numerals marked upon “the rings to indi-
cate respectively, debit and credlt and cor-
leSpondmg abbreviations and calenqu for

each sef of rings, means for rotating therings
. and locking them in place, and an e*;*emor

casing or cover fitting over the rings, with a
cap Wherebv the casing is retained In place,
substantlally as herem described.

2. A mechanical accountant consisting of
the oylmdrleal tube having the rings 10tat—
able upon its exterior surface, said rings be-

ing marked with namerals, abbrevutlons for

deblt and eredit and for calendals with rela-
tion to each set of numeralg, an exterior cas-

ing, and a disk or cap whereby it is secured
| in place, said disk having a central opening

corresponding with the opening of the cen-
tral tube for the receptionof a pen or pencil,
substantially as herein deseribed.

haud.
JAMES DAYVIS.

N«Vltnesses
GEO. H. STRONG
S. H. NOURSE.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my_
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