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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JAMES F. ALLEN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at KElyria, in
the county of Lorain and State of Ohio, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
mentsin Mail-Bags, of which the following is

‘a specification.

My invention relates to the class of mail-

bags in which external flanges or welts se-

cured along its upper edge are grasped by a
clasp or series of clasps when the mouth of
the bag is closed for the purpose of holding
1t closed.

The prima,ry object of my invention is to-

providea bag of the above-described class the

tOp edges of which. may‘-be QUiCklj}' and cor-

rectly laid together in a position where they

to a flexible strap and in which there will be
comparatively little wear and tear incident to

the fastening, unfastening, and filling of the |

bag. | o -
My invention consists in the construction
and combination of parts hereinafter de-
scribed, all of which will be definitely pointed
out in the claims. . |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view of
top part of mail-bag. Fig. 2 is a top view of
the bag when open. Tig. 3 is-a vertical sec-
tion on line 3 3 of Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is a view of
one upper corner of the bag when closed and
fastened by means of a padiock. Fig. o 18 &
longitudinal vertical sectional view of the la-

bel-holder. L o
I will now proceed to describe in detail the

matl-bag shown in the drawings, which is the

best embodiment of my invention now known

to me. |
Referring to the parts by letters, A repre-

‘sents aleather mail-bag of the regulation size
and shape. Along theupper end of sald bag
are two exterior flanges a «’, each of which |

extends substantially one-half of the distance
around the top of the bag. By thusemploy-
ing two hinged flanges the bag may be read-
ily folded at the points where said flanges
meet and the two flanged edges thereby
broughtinto contact the entire distance across
the bag. These flanges are formed by rivet-

50 ing to the bag strips of belt-leather aboutone-

half inch wide. As many thicknesses of

leather may be employed as may be necessary
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outer edges of the flanges are

able manner.

to form a flange of the requisite thickness. I
have found by experiment that if the flanges
project from the bag about three-eighths of

an inch they will be strong enough to perform

their funections as parts of the fastening de-
vice and at the same time flexible enough to
permit the bag tobe opened suff ciently. The
| preferably
slightly beveled, as shown, which form faeili-
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tates the work of drawing the clamps across -

the top of the bag for the purpose of fasten-
ing the same in a closed position. |

In order to strengthen the bag to make it
more durable and to facilitate the closing

and fastening thereof, I fasten to the Proxi-

mate ends of the flanges a o’ the straps or
leavesofthe hinges BB. These hinges areriv-

eted to said flanges and are curved slightly

downward from their upper ed ges toward their
pintles, wherefore the clamps slide over said
flanges more easily. The hinges also protect
the ends of the flanges from wear, they relieve
the leather of the bag from strain when the
bag is banging open, and in closing the bag
they accurately bring the flanged ed ges thereof
together, as shown. .

C represents a flexible strap, preferably
made of leather and substantially as wide as
the distance between the outer
flanges when the bag isclosed. To this strap

I fasten a number of depending curved fin-

gers d d, arranged on both sides of the strap
and of such shape that they extend around
and under the flanges a a’, and thus prevent
sald flanges from being drawn apart. Inthe
form shown two of these fingers are made in-
tegral with a connecting - band &, thereby
forming a elamp D, which lies on top of the
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edges of said -

Q0

strap, to which it is secured by rivets. This

leaves the underside of the strap, which slides

in contact with the top of the bag, substan-

tially smooth.
In order to prevent the strap from being
lost or mislaid and for the further purpose of

holding it in the properrelation to the flan ges,
one end thereof is attached to
shown, by means of an eye in its

the bag, as

end and g
staple secured to the bag, or in any other suit-
Theother end of the strap may
be locked to the bag when the bag has been
fastened by means of a hasp on its end, a sta-
ple on the bag, and a. padlock, as shown in
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Kig. 4, or & spring-lock H may be secured to
the bag, as shown in Fig. 1, and a bolt e,

adapted to be caught in said lock, may be se-

cured to the end of the strap. This I regard
as the best construction, for the reasons that
the lock can never be lost or mislaid, and 1t
is always in place to be quickly locked.

The rings F F, secured to one side of the
bag, and the handle G, secured to the other
side, may engage with the hooks ot the com-
mon postoffice-frame, and the bag thereby
held open during the time it is being filled.

To fasten the above-described bag, the two

flanged edges are brought together, the first
clamp is drawn to a
braces both of said flanged edges, whereupon
the strap may be pulled quickly across the top
of the bag, and all of the otherclamps follow-
ing the first clamp embrace the two flanged
edges and prevent them from being drawn
apart. The free edge of the strap may then
be locked to the bag in the above-described
In addition to serving as the sup-
port for the clamps and the medium through

“which said clamps may be drawn into place

and there held, the strap serves as a cover for
the mouth of the bag, which so effectually
closes the same that no dirt or rain can enter
it when the two edges are fastened together,
as above shown. To unfasten the bag, it is
only necessary to unfasten the locked end of
the strap, which may then be pulled ofl to
one side, thereby freeing the clamps from the
flanges.

Secured to one of the clamps D is the label-
holder E, which consists in the form shown
of a bottom plate ¢, vertical flanges ¢’, spring-
ing from said plate at one end and both sides,
and a top plate e made of spring metal,
which is secured at one end to the flanges

and has a lug or flange ¢* depending from its |

position where 1t em-
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free end. To insert a label, the free-end is
lifted and the label pushed into the holder.
When the free end of the spring-plate is re-
leased, it springs back and the lug prevents
the withdrawal of the label until it is again
lifted. By attaching the label-holder to only
one of the clamps D it does not affect the nec-
essary flexibility of the strap, to which said
clamps are attached, while at the same time
the label-holder is held in a position most
convenient for reference. |

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
‘Patent, 18—

1. In a mail-bag, the combination of the
bag A, flanges a a’,applied at the mouth or
upper edge of the bag and forminga flexible

strengthening - binding from end to end of

the bag, hinges B, having theirleaves attached
to the contiguous ends of the flanges, a flexi-
ble, sliding, closing, and locking strap placed
on the top edge of the bag, so as to close the

joint, and a series of angular pendent elamps

connected to the strap and bearing agalnst
and under the flanges, substantially as de-
seribed. . - -

9. In combination, the bag having the
flances, as deseribed, the strap having the
sliding clamps engaging said flanges, and the

label-holder formed of a plate e, having verti-

cal flanges ¢’ at one end and both sides, mov-
able spring top plate €% secured at one end

‘to an end flange and provided with a flange e’

depending from its free end, and said holder
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being attached to one 6f the clamps ot the

scribed. |
| JAMES . ALLEN.
Witnesses: - |
E. W. METCALPF,

J. D. FAXON.

closing and locking strap, substantially as de-
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