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1o all whom it may concern.

Be 1t known that I, WiLLiaAM W.CROOKER,
of Lvnn,in the ooumy of Essex and State of
Massachusetts have invented certain new and
useful Impr ovements in Mediums for Finish-
ing or Polishing Parts of Boots or Shoes, of
which the followi Ing 1s a specification.

My invention 1elates to means provided
with a yielding surface for waxing or polish-
ing parts of boots or shoes; a,nd it has for
1ts ObJ ect the provision of such improvements
as will enable the polishing part or surface to
be adJusted to varying degrees of firmness or
solidity in order to meet Va,rymﬂ* circuin-
stances or needs. -

Tothe foregoing ends myinvention consists

of a medium for devices for waxing or polish-

Ing parts of boots or shoes, comprising an
elastic hollow air-tight cushion adapted to be
adjusted by means of inflation to varying de-
grees of solidityor firmness, as I will now pro-
oeed to describe and claim. -

Referenceis to be had to the annexed draw-
ings and to the letfers of reference marked
thereon the same letters designating the same
parts or features, as the case mey be wher-
ever they occur.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical cen-
tral sectional view of a polishing - wheel
equipped with my improvements. Fig. 2 is |
a side view of the same, part of the covering
fabrie being represented as torn away and
the means for clamping the fabrie on the
wheel not being represented. Iig.3 is a per-
spective view of a portion of the elastlo cush-
ion. Fig. 4 is a sectional view of a portion of
the wheel showing a modified form of means
for olamplnﬂ or holdmO‘ the covering fabricin
place on the wheel. Plﬂ' 518 a seotmnel view
of a modified form of the invention.

In carrying out my invention I provide a
hollow air-tight elastic cushion ¢, construct-
ing the same of caoutchouc or rubber or other
smteble material, the said cushion having a
hollow teat orstem b, connected therewith and
communicating Wlth the interior thereof, so
that the cushion a may be inflated with air
or other gas or liquid to any desired extent.

A cushion so constructed is arranged upon -

|
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a flat bed ¢’, as shown in Fig. 5,suitably con-
structed to receive it. 1 plet‘el that the pe-

riphery of the wheel, when a wheel is. used,

should be provided with a groove having the
form of a segment of a circle in eross-seotion,
as is shown in Fig. 1,though any other means
for maintaining the cushion in position Wlll
answer the purpose.

¢ designates a recess formed in the agrooved
penphely of the wheel for the reeeptlon of
the inflating stemorteat b,any efficient means
for closing said stem being employed for that

purpose.
"The cushion may be covered by any suit-

-able material, dependent somewhat upon the

kind or style of work to be performed, it -be-

ing essential, however,that the covering ma-

terial should be non-abrasive in contradis-

tinction to an abrasive material, such assand-
by which polishing.

ed or emery paper, &c.,
could not be effected. As herein shown, the

cushion is covered first with a stripof flannel
¢ and with an outside covering of cloth 7, the

edges of thelatter being notched, as at g, gath-

55.

6o

ered by a thread n, and clamped against the 75

web 72 of the wheel by means of rings 7, sprang
into grooves in the wheel over the cloth, as is
shown in Fig. 1, or it may be by means of
clamping-disks k, clamped against the web of
| the wheel over the cloth,asisshown in Fig. 4,
or in any other suitable way.

The essential feature of my improvement
is the elastic adjustable cushion whereby I
am enabled to vary the degree of firmness or
solidity of the polishing-surface to meet the
varying requirements of the work to be per-

formed.

My invention is adapted for use in waxing,

30

finishing, or polishing thesoles, shanks, edges,

heels, and other parts of boots and shoes
whether such parts are dyed or stained or of
natural color, and though I have shown the
cushion as of annular form arranged on the
periphery of a wheel it may be given a differ-

ent form and have a different arrangement

with respect to other parts without departmn"

from the natureor spirit of the improvement.
For example, the cushion may be made as a

substantial disk ¢*, with a flat surface mounted

go
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5o the periphery of a wheel ¢,or it may be upon | upon a flat bed ¢’, as shown in Fig. 5, or be roo
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given any other suitable form and be rotated
or reciprocated or otherwise moved or ma-
nipulated.

Having thusexplained thenature of my im-
provement and described a way of construct-
ing and using the same, I declare that what I
claim 18—

1. A medium for polishing parts of boots
or shoes, consisting of a wheel ¢, capable of
rapid rotation, provided upon its periphery
with a hollow inflatable air-tight cushion «,
covered with a non-abrasive material, as set,
forth. |

2. A medium for polishing parts of boots
or shoes, consisting of a wheel capable of

472,287

rapid rotation, provided upon its periphery
with a hollowinflatableair-tight eushion, and
means, substantially as. described, for inflat-
ing it to varying degrees of firmness or solid-
ity and covered with a non-abrasive material,

as set forth. _
In testimony whereof I have signed my

| name to this specification, in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses, this 23d day of
September, A. D. 1390.

WILLIAM W. CROOKELER.
Witnesses:
ARTHUR W. CROSSLEY,
A. D. IARRISON.
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