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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, JAMES TEMPLE W AT-
KINS and WILLIAM CHARLES BAYLESS, citi-
zens of the United States, residing at Mossy
Creek, in the county of Jefferson and State
of Tennessee, have invented.a new and use-
ful Buggy-Top, of which the following is a
specification. | o |

T'his invention relates to carriages and wag-
ons, and more especially to the folding tops
thereof; and the objectof the same is to pro-

vide improved devices for supporting the

same, so that the occupant can get in and out,
easily without lowering the top and can fold
the top easily from the inside while sitting in

To this end the invention consists of the
specifi
fully deseribed and claimed, and as 1llustrated
on the sheet of drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a general perspective view of
the seat and top of a buggy, a part of the can-
opybeing cutaway,showing the topraised and
held in that position by our improved devices.
Fig. 2isasideelevation of the supports which
we use where greater strength isdesired or the
top is heavier or of greater size. Fig. 3is a
similar view of the device as shown in Fig.
1 dropped back or folded. Fig. 4 is a modi-
fication, showing the standards and braces in

a folded position.

Referring to the said drawings, the letter
1 designates the top of the buggy, which is lo-
cated above the seat, as shown, and is held in
an upright position by the prop-brace C,which
we place on the inside of the standards and

pivot its upper end a little lower down than
~usual by passing a bolt through it and the

standard at L, with a washer between them.
The lower end is pivoted to the bed at N in
the usual way.

- placed a little lower down than usual. The
- topis held distended by the horizontal braces
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B and P, which are pivotally attached to the
ingide of the standards by small bolts, a
washer being placed between the end of each
brace and the standard to which it is at-
tached. The joint in each of these braces is
placed, respectively, nearly midway from each
end at 6 and ¢, which joints break downward

- 1n folding the top, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4.

¢ construction of parts hereinafter more

The joint ¢ of this brace is

The letter I de’signates the front standard,

which is pivoted-at its lower end to the seat

S’, as shown, and whose body rises nearly

straight therefrom to the point Z, where it
bends forwardly, its upper end being con-
nected tothe front bow W.
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S is the second standard, which, however,

in the present case is pivoted to the first stand-
ard ¥ at the point Y, which is some little dis-

tance aboveoron the bend Z of said first stand-
| ard F. o

R is the rear standard, which is preferably
pivoted to the first standard at the point X
near the seat 8/, and which rear standard is
straight from its upper end to a point V near

its lower end, from which point it extends for--
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wardly in a ecurved line when the top is raised

T'he letter A designates an additionalstand-
ard, which in some cases may be desirable or
necessary, and this standard is applied as
shown in Fig. 2—that is to say, it extends
straight downwardly from its upper end to a

point a, where it turns forward, and is con- -

nected to the first

as shown. _
The several standards, above described, are

made of metal rods or tubes, as usual in this

standard F at a point U,

~class of devices, and the upper ends are firmly

attached to the bows and the lower ends piv-
otally connected in any of the well-known
ways. The relative lengths of the members
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and their parts or bendsis a matter which ex-

perience and experiment will teach in a more
effective manner than can be here described.
However, we may state that when properly
constructed and proportioned the entire top
will fold into very compact space, as seen in

Figs. 3 and 4. Moreover, the several pivots

are quite remote and are disposed through-
out the length of the front standard F, in-
stead of being bunched near its lower end, as
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formerly, and "the result is that not only is

the general appearance of the device neatly
improved, but the front standard is strength-
ened and the occupant of the buggy can get
in and out easily without lowering the top, or
can lower, fold, or spread the top while sit-
ting in the seat. - |
The bodies of the front and second stand-
ards, when distended, stand practically in a
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vertical line, and hence the main weight of
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sition shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
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the top is positively and strongly supported.
The construction possesses various other ad-
vantages.too numerous to mention here.

We do not confine ourselves to three or four
standards, as more can be used, if necessary,
and considerable change in the details of con-
struction may be made without departing
from the spirit of the present invention.

For convenience in folding the top we may
introduce a joint D, Fig. 4, a short distance
above the point Y in the standard I, allow-
ing the portion of standard ¥ above D to fold
back to the position shown in Fig. 4, butonly
allowing it to pass forward to the position
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. We may also use a
slip-band 11, Fig. 4, which fits neatly over this
joint, making it stiff when in the upright po-
Said band H
can be slipped to the position shown in Kig.
4 when the joint can be used. By means of
this joint the top can be folded compactly
when the curves in the lower ends of the
standards at a V, &c., are no longer than is
ordinary. | |

What is claimed as new 18—

1. In a device of the character desecribed,
the combination, with the top and the seaft, of
the front standard pivoted at its lower end to
the seat, rising straight upwardly therefrom,
bending forwardly and connected at its up-
per end to the front bow of the top, other

standards pivoted to the first and connected i -
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at their upper ends to the top, and a joint in
the front standard, and a lock therefor, as and
for the purpose set forth.

o Tn a device of the character deseribed,
the combination, with the top and the seat, of
the braces of the top placed on the inside of
the standards, the front standard pivoted at
its lower end to the seat, rising straight up-
wardly therefrom, bending forwardly and con-
nected at its upper end to the front bow of
the top and having in said front standard a
joint in the eurved portion thereof, the sec-
ond standard pivoted to the first at a point

below said joint and connected at 1ts upper

end to another bow of the top, and a rear
standard pivoted to said front standard near
its lower end and connected at its upper end
to the rear bow of the top, the lower ends of
both the two rearmost standards having short
bends or shanks, as and for the purpose set
forth. | I |

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we have hereto affixed our signatures

in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES TEMPLE WATKINS.
 WILLIAM CHARLES BDAYLESS.
Witnesses to signature of J. T. Watkins:
Jo. W. WOODFOLK, |
G. W. PARKER.
Witnesses to signature of W. C. Bayless:
. L. WILLIAMS,
M. E. JARNUGINE.
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