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PATENT OFFICE.

- JOHN N. ANDERSON, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

STRETCHER FOR THE PAPER OR CANVAS OF PICTURES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 472,021, dated April 5, 1892.
Application filed March 28, 1891, Serial No, 386,801, (No model) |

To all whom Tt may concerns _
Be it known that I, JouN N. ANDERSON, of
Chicago, Cook county, Illinois, have invented

certain new and useful Improvements in |
Stretchers for the Canvas or Paper of Oil,

Water-Color, or Crayon Pictures, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-

scription, reference being had to the accom- ;
panying drawings, and to the letters of refer-

ence marked thereon. o
The object of my invention is to improve

‘the construction of stretchers upon which the

paper or canvas to be painted on is stretched,
s0 as to make it dust-tight, to prevent the
frame from contracting, and to afford a sup-
portiorthe paper back which isalways pasted
over the same, substantially as hereinafter

fully described,and asillustrated in the draw-

ings, in which— . -
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved picture-frame, looking at it from the
back and showing a portion of the same
broken away so astofully show the construc-

- tion thereof; and Fig. 2 is a transverse verti-

cal section through the same.
Heretofore the backsof stretchers or frames

~ upon which the paper or canvas of pictures

| 0
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- 18 not satisfactory, for thereason that thearea

- closed within the stretcher-frame is unsup- |
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have been mounted have been covered or

“sealed” with simply a sheet of paper, so as

to keep the dust and moisture from affecting
the back of the paper or the canvas upon
which the picture was painted or drawn. In

view of the fact that these stretchers consist

of but four side strips, which are about one-
half to an inch thick, this method of sealing

of the paper backing covering the space in-

ported and is liable, except when handled by
the most careful persons, to become punctured
and torn, which, besides exposing the back of
the canvas or paper upon which the picture
is mounted, presents a ragged condition,

‘which collects more dust, and thereby sub-

jects the said canvas or paper to worse condi-
tions than if the back of the stretcher had

~ not been sealed at all. My invention avoids

these objections, and, besides keeping out

the dust and moisture, materially strength-

5o

ens the construction of the stretcher, so that
1t 1snot liable to break or becomeaffected by
warping or shrinkage totheinjury of the pic-
ture itself. '

was placed and which surrounds

sl —

The stretcher-frame A usually consists of
four strips corresponding in transverse di-

mensions and of such length that when se-

cured together they form a suitable rectan-

35

gular open frame, as shown.” The canvas or -

paper to be mounted on this frame has ifs
60

edges preferably overlapping the outer sur-
face of the frame and are, after the canvas or
paperisdrawn taut overthefront of the frame,
preferably cemented to the sides thereof.

The inner edges of the back of frame A are
provided with a rabbet a, which is preferably
parallel with the ounter contours of the frame
and hasseated therein a board C. This board
18 preferably very thin and corresponds in
thickness to the depth of the rabbet, so that
when seated and secured therein, as shown,
the back of the frame will be plain and level.

70

D representsa sheet of paper or other suit- - '

able material, which is pasted over the entire

back of the frame, so as to cover over the

board C (which affords it a solid back) and
over cracks between its edges and the side
~walls of the rabbets ¢ of the frame. By this
construction the moisture and dust cannot

obtain access to the rear surface of the paper
or canvas upon which the picture is mounted.

75
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I am aware that the rear of picture-frames

have been covered over with a board back-

ing. This, however, is entirely different from
the invention hereinbefore described, which
18 limited in its application to a picture-

stretcher and which bears the same relation

to a picture-frame that the ordinary stiff card-
it.
What I claim as new is— | |
- A rectangular stretcher-frame A, consisting
of four strips suitably connected and having
the inner edges of its back provided with a

rabbet a, and a pieture canvas or paper se-

cured over the frontof said frame, in combi-

nation with a board B of such proportions as
to correspond in surface dimensions to the

area inclosed by the side walls of the said
rabbets in whichit is seated and secured. and

a paper backing D, pasted over the back of

‘board picture would to the frame in which it

go
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sald frame, so as to cover over said board C,

as set forth. | -
JOHN N. ANDERSON. |

Witnesses: -
- ROBERT R. PRYOR,
FRANK D. THOMASON.
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