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o0 all whom ¢t may concern:

Be it known that I, ALFRED GARTNER, a sub-
ject of the Emperorof Austria-Hungary, resid-
ing in Newark, county of KEssex, and State of
NewJersey,haveinvented certainnewand use-
fullmprovementsin Gum-Moisteners;and Ldo
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

The object of this invention is to provide a
simple, ready, and reliable gum-moistener for
use on envelopes, stamps, or other gummed
articles, easily adjusted on a finger of the
hand, and capable of use without interfering
with the use of a pen or pencil when writing
and at little cost.

The invention consists in the new and im-

proved gum-moistener and the combination
and armnﬂ'ement of the various parts thereof,
substantmlly as will be hereinafter more fully
described, and finally embodied i in the claims.

Referrmﬂ' to the accompanying drawings,
in which hke letters of reference indicate cor-
responding partsin each of the several figures,
Figure 1 is a side elevation of my 1mpr0ved
gum-moistener, the finger being shown in dot-
ted lines.
sponge or moistener removed. I'ig. 3 1S a ver-
tical section on line «, Fig.1. Ifig.4 isa plan
view of the blank, from which the holder of
the moistener is formed. Fig.5 is a side ele-
vation of a moistener with an elastic liquid-
chamber arranged therein,and Kig.6 1s atop
plan view of Fig.d with the sponge removed.

In said drawings, A, Fig. 4, represents a
blank struck up or formed from one piece of
thin suitable metal. This blank is formed
with a central portion or rest a,and when used
with a liyuid-chamber this central portion is
perforated with holes a’, as shown in FKig. 6.
Around this central portion are arranged tri-
angular projections or points b, adapted to be
turned upward and inward to securely hold
or clamp a sponge or moistener ¢ on the cen-
tral portion or rest a, as shown in Iigs. 1, 3,
and 5. Between these clamps or pomts b are
elongated strips or clasps d, adapted to be
turned downward and mwardlv curved, as at

g

| e, to form spring - OI&SpS for a ﬁnn*er f, as

!

Fig, 2 is a top plan view with the |

I

clearly shown in Figs. 1, 3, and 9.
When the gum- mmstener is desired for con-

tinuous use, an elastic water or liquid cham-

ber or receptacle g, made of rubber or any
elastic material, is inserted under the central
portion ¢ and is held in position by the up-
per portion of the clasps d acting as aholding-
spring.
g 18 perforated as 18 also the central portion
a, to allow the passage of the liquid to the
sponge or moistener when the receptacle ¢ is
compressed by the finger.

In the drawings I have shown the blank as
formed with three clamps and spring-clasps;
but this number can be varied, as desired, this

T'he upper surface of thlS reeeptacle |
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portion of my invention consisting of a single

metallic piece, combining a rest forthe sponge,
holding-clamps, and finger-clasps.

I do not intend tolimit myself to the exact
construction or shape of the various parts, as
shown, as changes in form and arrangement
can be made without varying from the scope

of my invention.

70

75

When desired, the clamps or pomts b can
be struck up from the inner end of the spring- -

clasps d, thus effecting a saving in the amount
of material. The cla,mps 6 may also be dis-
pensed with and the sponge or moistener se-
cured to the central portion or rest a by means
of wire or cord.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what

I eclaim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is—
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1. A gum-moistener adapted to be adj ust- |

ably secured to a finger, consisting of a sponge
or moistener, a rest for sa,id moistener, clamps
securing said moistener to said rest, and
means f01 holding all said parts on a Iln ger,
sald rest, clamps, and holding means bemﬂ'
formed of one piece of metal subst&nmally as
described, and for the purpose set forth.
- 2. As a new article of manufacture,a

moistener adapted for use on a ﬂnger, con-
sisting of a holder with one or more spring
finger-clasps, said holder, with its spring fin-
ger clasp or clasps, being formed of one piece
of metal,a moistenerorsponge, and means for
securing said moistener to said holder, sub-
stantially as described and set forth., *

‘3. As a new article of manufacture, a gum-
moistener adapted for use on a finger, con-

gum-
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sisting of a holder with spring finger-clasps, a | with a moistener or sponge, of an elastic per-

moistener or sponge, means for securing sald
moistener to said holder,and a liquid chamber
or receptacle secured or held to said holder by
sald finger-clasps, substantially as described
and set forth.

4. In a gum-moistener, the combination,
with a moistener or sponge, of a rest for said
moistener, clamps securing said moistener to
said rest,and clasping-springs adapted to hold
all said partson a finger, said rests,clamps, and

clasping-springs being formed of one piece of

metal, substantially as described, and for the

purposes set forth. |
5. In a gum-moistener, the combination,

forated liquid-receptacle, a perforated rest for
said moistener, clamps securing said moist-
ener to said rest, and clasping-springs adapted
to hold all said parts on a finger, said rest,
clamps, and clasping-springs being formed of
one piece of metal, substantially as deseribed,

| and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I

20

! have hereunto set my hand this 20th day of 25

August, 1891.
ALFRED GARTNER.

Witnesses:
E. L. SHERMAN,

i WM. D. BELL.
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