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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ROBERT C. RICE, a citi-

zen of the United States residing at New

Castle, in the county of Lawrence and State

of Pennsylvania, have invented certaln new

and useful Improvements in Bag-Fasteners,
of which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accom panying
drawings.
This 1 pmvement is designed to provide a
bag, and more particularly a mail-bag, which

can be readily and quickly opened and as

quickly closed and secured along the whole
length of the opening; and the mvenuon con-
snsts in the peculiar construction, arrange-
ment, and combinations of parts hereinaftel
more particularly descubed and then defi-
nitely claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents an elevation of a bag closed with
part of the casing of the loek-wmk broken
Fig. 2 is a similar view from the op-
posite side of the bag, also with part of the
casing broken away. Fig. 3 18 a plan of the
frame with the locking devices represented
as when tinlocked in full lines and as when
Iocked in dotted lines. I'ig. 4 shows a plan
of the lock-bar and locking-buttons detached.

I'ig. 5 shows a similar pld,n with the bar and

buttons in the reversed or unlocked position.

Referring now to the details of the draw-
ings by ﬁgures, 1 and 2 represent the frame
made of two main parts hinged together at 3,
series of vertical
slots 4, which are preferably covered by a cas-
ing 5 on the outside. The opposite stde 2 car-
ries a series of buttons 6, adapted to pass
through the slots 4 and ale provided with

| cranks 7, which pass into holes 8 in lock-bar

9, prowded with a hole 10, which 1s acted upon
by the “bit” of a key 11,

At 12 is shown a spring attached to the t0p
of the frame and with its ends bearing on the
top of the lock-bar to keep it in p051t10n
short frames onesuch spring will be sufficient;
but it will be preferable to use one at each

| end of the bar on long frames.
ever, limit myself to this particular form of

For

I do not, how-

spring, as other forms of springs may be used,

1f preterred.
At 13 pins are shown which act as stops to

the lock-bar and prevent its going too far in.

either direction.

In locking my bag it is only necessar_} to .

shut 1t and then tmn the key 11, which will
catch in the notch 10 and move the bar 9 in
the direction of the arrow on Fig FJ: thus caus-
ing the buttons to assume the posmon repre-
sented in FKig. 1, which will firmly lock the
frame of the bag ‘trom end to end. A reverse
movement of the key will of course unlock it.

By this construction a simple style of bag-
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fastener 1s made that is very convenient and

will lock the frame from end to end with a

simple motion after the frame is closed and
unlock and open just as easily. It will be

found much more convenient than the mail-

bags now generally used, which require sev-
eral motions to open—viz., first, the unlocking
of a padlock; second, ldvmu‘the padloek dnwn

third, the Wlthdrawmﬂ* of the strap from the
staples, and, fourth, the opening of the bag.
In closing and locking the old style of bag
mine has still greater advantage on account
of the time Spent 1n passing the strap through
the staples. -

What I claim as new 18—

The combination, in a bag-fastening, of a
frame comprising two main parts 1 and 2,
hinged together,one of said parts havingslots
4 and the other carrying a series a buttons 6,
having eranks 7, a lock-bar 9, having notch 10,
and a spring 12, acting on said lock-bar, all
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,

in presence of two witnesses, this 14th da,y of
Mav, 1891.

ROBERT C. RICE.

Wltnessef;
Hiram G. MILLER,
W. D. WALLACE.
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