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Io all wivom it may concern.
Beitknown that I, DESCOMB D. GOTT a citi-

zen of the United Stateﬁ,resmmﬂ* at La G1 ange,

in the county of Lorain and State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Mail-Bag Hangers; and 1 do

~ hereby declare that the following is a full,

clear, and exact description of the mventlon

- which will enable others skilled in the art to
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which it appertainstomake and use thesame.

My invention relates to mail-bag hangers |

of the variety designed to hold mml bags in
position to be taken off by ra,pld]y-mmnmfr
trains; and the object of the invention is to
simplify and improve the construction of these

hangers to the end that they may give a bet-

ter service. I am of course aware that differ-
ent forms of such hangers or holders for mail-
bags have been made and patented; butlam
not aware that a hanger has ever been known

or used possessing the elements or construct- |

~ed to operate as herein shown and deseribed.
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In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
side elevation of my improved hanﬂ'er or hold-
er, and Fig. 2 is a horizontal seotion thereof
considerably enlarged.

Inthe drawings,A represents a post orstand-
ard for the attachment of my improved hang-
er, and o and b are laterally-extending bars
adapted to rest in the position shown in full

lines when the bag is hung thereon and fo

agravitate into the p081t1011 shown in dotted
11nes when the bag is removed. 'Themanner
of pivoting and connectmﬂ* these bars 1s not

new with me and does not constitute a part ;

~of myinvention,and therefore a more specific
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or detailed description thereofis notrequired.
So far as my attachment to these bars 1s con-
cerned the construction on both is the same,
except that the parts are inverted, and there-

- fore a description of one will answer for both.

 is made considerably wider horizontally than |
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In the front end of each of said barsa b I form
a horizontal slot open at its front and sides,
and in this slotI secure a horizontally-pivoted
and swinging arm C. Thisarm has a flattened
head c, with cireular ed ges, and preferably

the arm itself, so as to give a good bearing-
surface to said arm and to insure the opera-
tion thereof asisintended. A suitable pin ¢’

| working p051t101:1

‘substantially as shown.

Normally the said arm is
desig ned to be in the position shown in full
lmes, Kig. 2, when it 18 shown as extending

| straight to the front, and on its outer extlem-

ity is secured a flat spring D, bent substan-
tially as shown and fastened to the arm at its
shank. The free end of the spring bears
against the said arm, and a ring d, connected
with the mail—bag, is shown as conﬁned with-
in said spring. Now this being the position
of said parts when a mail-bag is huno' on the
arms C, as shown, and the said arms being
pwoted to swing h0r1z0ntally they will swing
in the direction of the moving train when the
bag is grasped by the usual appliance, and it
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carries the parts around, say, as far as shown
indotted lines, Fig. 2, or thereabout, at which -

point the bag is strlpped off the arms. The
spring D ylelds sufficiently for this purpose,
but is strong enough to secure the bag on the

arms ‘wa,lnst the wind or the draft produced

by the train; but for obvious reasons it is de-

sirable that the arms C should always be in

direet working position, and in order that
this may occur automatically after a bag has
been taken off I employ a spring K at each
side of the said arm to throw said arm to the
center, whichever way it has been carried to
remove a bag. Thesesprings, preferably, are
made of flat “steel secured to the bars a.and b,
respectively, at the side thereof, and curv-
ing slightly around the head c bear against

the arm in front of the head. Then in Torder
to afford a stop for each spring and for the

horizontal movement of the said arm in either
direction and to furnish a housing for the
mechanism I provide a casing G, WhlGh is rig-
idly fixed to each of the barsa b and extends
laterally therefrom and to the front thereof,

open slot g at its front equal to the movement
of the arm to either side and the end of the
slot forming the stop for the arm.

At the left of Fig. 1 is a part H, Whleh we

will assume is the side of a car, and } is the
device employed by the mail-man for catch-
ing and removing the bag. When thebagis
grasped by this device at about its center, the
arms C respond instantly to the rapid move-
ment; of the car,and swinging to the position

passes through the parts and holds them in | shown in dotted lines, Fig. 2, surrender the

This casing has an
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bag. This done, the bars aand b gravitate to
the position shown In dotted lines, Where they

remain until used again.
Havingthusdescribed my invention, whatI
claim as new, and desire o secure by Letters

Patent, 18—

1. In a mail-bag hanger,a pivoted support- |

ing-arm for the bag, having a tongue pivoted
in the outer end thereof,in combination with
a casing inclosing said outer end and having
Jateral stops for the tongue, and springs with-
in said casing bearing against opposite sides
of said tongue, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a mail-bag-hanger, a bag-supporting
arm having a horizontal slot in its end and a

- tongue pivoted 1n said slot, said tongue hav-
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ing a disk-shaped head, in combination with
a casing inclosing the head of said tongue and
the arm about the same and having stops, be-
tween which said tongue is free toswing, and
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springs bearingagainstthesides of thetongue,
substantially as deseribed.

3. In a mail-bag hanger, a pivoted arm, a
casing G on the e}:tremlty of said arm, hav-
ing 51(168 flaring laterally from said arm and
prowded at its front with a slo ¢, extending
bevond the sides of the arm at both sides
thereof, and the ends of theslotforming stops
for the ton oue C, in combination with tonfrue
O,Lprovided with a flat circular head c, piv—-
oted in the said arm, and springs E within
the said casing bearing against opposite sides
' of the tongue, substantially as described.

Witness my hand to the foregoing specifi-
cation.

DESCOMB D. GOTT.

Witnesses: --
| N. L. I\ICLANE,
H. T. FISHER.
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