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To all whom it may concer: _

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. CLARK, a
citizen of the United States of Aimerica, re-
siding at the city of Brooklyn, county of
Kings, and State of New York, have invented

certain new and useful Improvements in La-
dies’ Shoulder-Braces, of which the following
| decreased or increased in length.

is a specification.
Thisinvention relates generally to that class

of articles known as “braces” or “shoulder-

braces” adapted to draw the shoulders back-

ward and to throw the chest forward. 1t

more particularly relates to a shoulder-brace
for ladies’ use in connection with the corset.

In addition to the usual and general ob-
jects of the shoulder-brace the present inven-
tion provides means whereby the brace 1S
prevented from drawing beneath the arm of
the wearer, and thus renderits use more com-
fortable and efficient. To this end the im-

proved shoulder-brace consists substantially |

of a band or strip either wholly or partially
flexible or with flexible connections of a

length adapting it to exfend from the back of

the wearer over the shoulder and around be-
neath the arm to the back, and combined
therewith is a guide fastened to the garment
of the wearer in position to restrain the draw-

ing of the band in contact with the under

side of the arm and yet permit its free and
independent movement with respect to the
oulde.

As a detaﬂed deseription of the construe-

tion and operation of a preferred form of the |

improvement will aid a more perfect under-
standing thereof, such description will now
be given, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which— -

Figure 1 is a view of a figure wearing the
improved shoulder-brace, showing the brace
in perspective. Fig. 2 is an elevation of the
brace, showing its construction.

The improved shoulder-brace B is illus-

trated in connection with a corset A, being
attached thereto; and it consists of a band of
sufficient length to extend around the shoul-
der and beneath the wearer’s arm, forming a
loop, the two ends a b of which are adapted
to be fastened at some point or points at the
vear of the wearer. A portion of the brace 18

Y

threaded through a guide C, which when at-

tached to the wearer’s garment acts to hold

that portion of the brace trom drawing tightly

beneath the arm.

The brace consists in the main of an elas-
tic band or strip d, doubled at one end and
provided with a buckle e, by which it may be
A portion
of the brace is formed by a cord f; (shown
doubled for greater strength,) which cord por-
tion is used where the brace is engaged by
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the guide C, rendering its more easy move-
ment with respect to the guide than if the

hand form be used throughout its entire
length.

The end b of the brace is adapted for con-
nection to a fastening g, (shown as a plate of

‘metal,) fastened to the upper portion of the.

corset A by a rivet h and capable of a free
rocking movement on the rivet. The oppo-
site end « of the brace is formed with a hook
for engaging an eye formed in anotheror the

| same fastening ¢g. Thus both ends of the
' brace are, broadly stated, connected to the

hack of the corset and preferably near 1ts
center and upper edge through the instru-
mentality of the fastening g, rivet, eye, and
hook deseribed, and when properly applied to
the wearer will draw the shoulder backward,
the elastic of the band being sufficiently
yielding to permit the free movement of the
shoulder. At the joint between the band and
cord portion in front there may be provided
a2, hook or detachable clasp n, by which the
brace is divided into two portions to aid its
being applied or removed from the person.
The guide Cis shown as attached to the cor-
set at the front near one side and aboutin line
with and below the arm-joint, so that the loop
of the brace will extend down from the shoul-
der substantially vertically from the shoul-
der. The distance of the guide below the
shoulder should be such that that portion of
the brace extending from it beneath the arm

to the end ¢ will be held from drawing up-

ward against the arm and preferably so that
it lies along on the upper edge of the corset.
The particular form of guide used 1s not

essential. It may be a mere hook, with which
the cord of the brace engages and which 1s
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temporarily secured to the corset, or, as shown, | which bear a fastening for attachment to a 3z

bear a small anti-friction roller 4 for the easy
movement of the brace through the guide,
which guide may be fastened in any suitable
manuer to the corset. |

To prevent the brace from chafing the flesh,

the loop portion where it bears with its great- |

est pressure against the person is formed
with a pad or padded portion .

Only one brace has been described; but it
is intended, as is shown in IFig. 1, to employ

two braces—one for each shoulder—in which

case the end b of each may cross one another
at the back and be connected with opposite
fastenings g, while each of the ends ¢ is at-
tached to the fastening securing the end b of
the other or complemental brace. The effect
of this arrangement is that the pull of each
brace on the corset is counteracted by the
other. -

It is not intended to limit the invention to
the particular form and construection of the
brace shown and deseribed; neither to ihe
style or form of the fastening and of the guide;
nor to the manner of securing the brace and
1ts guide to the corset; ror to whether the
fastening and guide be adapted to be perma-
nently secured or detachably secured to the
wearer’s garment—such as a corset—as these
various details may be changed to suit the
requirements of their sale and use.

What is claimed is—

1. T'he ecombination, with a shoulder-brace

consisting of a band or strip, both ends of |

garment, of a guide also for attachment to a
garment and loosely engaging the brace to
hold it from contact with the under side of
the arm and permit its free and independent
movement with respect to said guide, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

2. The ecombination, with a corset and two
shoulder-braces, one end of each of which is
secured to the back of the corset and having
fastenings at the other ends, of a gulde for
each brace, loosely engaging it intermediate
of its length to permit the free and independ-
ent movement of the brace with respect to
the guide, substantially as desecribed.

5. The combination, with a corset and two
shoulder-braces, one end of each of which is
connected to the back of the corset and the
opposite end of each brace having means for
engaging the fastening for the other end of
the complemental brace, of a cuide for each
brace, secured to the front of the corset and
loosely engaging the brace intermediate of its
length to permit its free and independent
movement with respect to said guide, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereuntoset m y
hand, this 28th day of December, 1891, in the
presence of two witnesses.

GEO. W. CLARK.
Witnesses:
(xEO. H. GRAHAM,
N. MARLER.
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