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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALPHONSE ROUSSEAU,
of Fall River, in the county of Bristol and
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and Improved Clothes-Washer, of which the
following 1s a full, clear and exact descrip-
tion. | -

My invention relates to improvements in
that class of clothes-washers which are adapt-
ed to wash clothes of all kinds withount the
use of a rubbing-board. |

My invention relates especially to improve-
ments in the well-known inverted funnel-
shaped washer; and the object of my inven-
tion is to increase the efficiency of washers of
this class and at the same time produce a

washer which can be more easily worked and

which will not in any way injure the clothes.
-Tothisend my invention consists in certain
features of construction and combinations of
parts, which will be hereinafter deseribed and
claimed. - |
Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the washer

embodying my invention, and Iig. 2 1s a ver-
tical section of the same.

- The shell 10 of the washer is of an inverted-
funnel or bell shape, is turned over at the
bottom around the edge, as shown at 11, so
that it eannot cut or tear the clothes, and 1is
provided with a socket 12 at the top in which
the handle 13 is secured.
of the shell is a transverse partition 14, which
has a central aperture therein, said aperture
being kept normally closed by a wvalve 15,
which is a simple plate shutting against the
partition 14, and the valve 15 has on its upper
side a staple 16, fo which the lower end of a

- spiral spring 17 is secured, the upper end of

said spring being secured in a similar staple
18 on the under side of the socket 12, and the
tension of the spring is such that the valve

15 will be normally held in a raised or closed |

Near the bottom

—_—_—

| position. - Above the transverse partition 14

is an inclined partition 19, which slopes in-
ward to the aperture in the partition 14, and
which thus causes the shell 10 to drain read-
ily, and also facilitates the passage of air
through the shell. - In the upper portion ot
the shell 10 is a series of holes 20, through
which air passes to the interior of the shell.
“The operation of the washer is as follows:

The clothes are placed in water in a tub,and

in order that the washer may work nicely and

50

55

easily the clothes should be soaked over night.

‘The washer is moved up and down in the tub

upon the clothes, and when the washer 1s
raised a vacuum will be created between the
partition 14 and the clothes beneath the
washer, and thesuction thus created will draw
the water through the clothes and the passage
of the water will take out the dirt. When
the suction becomes somewhat strong, the
valve 15 is pulled down, and the air, entering
through. the perforations 20 and the central

aperture in the partition 14,-will permit the

washer to be easily raised from the clothes.
The up-and-down movement of the washer

upon the clothes will force the water through -

them in opposite directions, and after work-
ing the device for a short time the clothes will
be washed clean. -

Having thus deseribed my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— | o

A clothes-pounder comprising the funnel-
shaped shell 10, provided with the handle-

socket 12, the openings 20 in it$ upper por-

tion, the apertured transverse partition 14
near the bottom, the inclined transverse par-
tition 19 above the partition 14 and sloping
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toward the aperture thereof, the valve 15, 85

and the spring 17, having one end secured to
the valve and the other to the handle-socket,
substantially as herein shown and described.
ALPHONSE ROUSSEAU.
Witnesses: _ |
FRANK A. PEASE,
ERNEST J. IIARRISON.
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