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1o all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, ARTHUR L. GASSETT, of
Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and
otate of Ohio, haveinvented certain new and

useful Improvements in Capodastros for

Stringed Musical Instruments; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will

enable others skilled in the art to which it per-

tains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
capodastros for guitars and similar stringed
musical instruments, the object being to sim-
plify the construction and consequently re-
duce the cost of such articles as compared
with the capodastros heretofore devised.

A further object is to render the capodas-
tro more quickly applicable to and removable
from the instrument.

With these objects in view my invention
consists in certain features of construection
and in combination of parts hereinafter de-
seribed, and pointed out in the claims.

The accompanying drawing shows my im-
proved capodastro applied to the neck of a
guitar, the figure representing a side eleva-
tion of the capodastro, partly in section, the
neck of the guitar and attached strings being
shown in section. | .

A represents the neck of the instrument,
and ¢ the strings thereof.

My improved device comprises two jaws B
and C, connected by a bar D, the latter serv-
ing also as the presser-bar of the capodastro.

Bar D is preferably cylindrical the greater |

portion of its length, as between d d’, and
terminatesin an enlarged section D’atone end
and 1s threaded at the opposite end, as shown
at D% Detween its threaded and ¢ylindrical
portions bar I is squared or angular, and the
shank of jaw B is correspondingly perforated
to enable it to slide on the square or angular
section of the bar, and a thumb-nut K is pro-
vided for maintaining jaw Binitsadjustment.
The enlarged section D’ of bar D is pierced
vertically for receiving the shank of jaw C.
The elamping part of the respective jaws is
oblique with its sbhank, so that when the capo-
dastro 1s locked in position, as hereinafter
deseribed, the clamping portions will more or
less conform to the opposing surface of the
neck of the instrument.
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To the shank of jaw C is secured a locking-
lever F. ' _
In applying my improved capodastro lever

55

\ I 18 first turned to the position shown in

dotted lines, causing the clamping part of jaw
C to be swung away from the neck of the in-
strument, and the device having been prop-
erly placed in position the same is locked to
the instrument by turning lever F to the po-
sition shown in solid lines, in which posi-
tion jaws B and C firmly clamp the neck of
the instrument. The jaws should be pad-
ded with soft or elastic material, as at b and
¢, S0 as not to scratch or wear the neck of the
instrument. Bar D of course should be pad-
ded with suitable elastic material, so that the
strings will be engaged with a yielding press-
ure. The pads heretofore employed were lia-
ble to become detached and had frequently
to be renewed, causing not only much annoye-
ance, but rendering the capodastro compara-
tively expensive. I have therefore devised a,
tubular padding G of suitable elastic mate-
rial—such, for instance, as rubber. This tubu-
lar padding is tightly but loosely mounted on
bar D, and henceas the padding becomes worn
where it touches the strings of the intsrument
Itcan beturned on bar D, soasto present anew
surface to the strings. This tubular
1s preferably of such size as to snugly fit be-
tween the shank of jaw B and the enlarged sec-
tion D’ of presser-bar D when the device is ad-
Justed for an instrument having a wide neck,
so that in adjusting the device for an instru-
ment having a narrower neck the tubular pad-
ding will be compressed and form a spring to
actuate the sliding jaw in case the capodastro
is again to be applied to a wide neck. Hence
in the manufacture of my improved capodas-
tro it is usually adjusted for an average-sized

i neck, with the tubular pad compressed to

such a degree as to admit of extension to
meet the demands of the trade. It will readily
be observed that with such tubular pad the
objectionable features possessed by the pads
heretofore employed are entirely absent, and
the tubular pad is much more economical in
that there is comparatively no waste of mate-
rial, and its functions of a spring renders it
also of considerable importance in that, as

aforesaid, 1t will actuate the sliding jaw in

the direction to follow the thumb-nuft K when
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~ the latter is mampula,ted to adjust the den 106 | dicated, and the threaded section of the press-
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for an instrument having a wider neck.

What I claim is—

1. A capodastro comprising a pau of jaws
and a presser-bar connecting said jaws, the
presser-bar being suitably padded and one
of the jaws havmn* a lever attached for lock-

~ing the device in pOSIthIl on the neck of the
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instru ment, substantially as set forth.

2. A capodaqtlo comprising a pair of jaws,
a presser-bar connecting said jaws,and a tubu-
lar pad mounted on the presser-bar, one of
the jaws having a lever connected therewith
for locking the dewce in position on the neck
of the instru ment, substantially as set forth.

3. A capodastro comprising a pair of jaws

and a suitable padded presser-bar connecting

said jaws, one of the jaws having a sliding

- movement, the presser-bar being pierced ver-
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ticallyat one end and screw-threadedat theop- |

posite end and having an intermediate square
or angular section, the latter having the slid-
ing jaw mounted thereon the sha,nk of the
0pp0$1te jawextending up th rough the pierced

end of the presser-bar and ha,vmﬂ'a, locking-le- |
ver connected therewith, substantmlly as in-

J

i

er-bar hav1n0' a thumb-nut mounted thereon,

| substa,ntlally as and for the purpose set forth.

4. ‘A capodastro comprising a pair of jaws
and a presser-bar connecting sald Jaws, one
of the jaws having a slldlnn' movement, the
presser-bar being plewed vmtmally at one
end and screw—thl eaded at the opposite end
and having an intermediate square or angu-
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lar sectlon, the latter having the sliding jaw

mounted thereon, the shank of the opposﬂe
jaw extending up through the pierced end of
the presser-bar and havlnﬂ' a locking-lever
connected therewith, the presser-ba,r between
the jaws having mounted thereon a tubular
pad and spring and the serew-threaded section
of the presser-bar having mounted thereon a
thumb-nut, substa,ntlally as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

In testimony. whereof I sign this specifica-
tlon in the presence of two witnesses, this 5th
day of September, 1891.

| ARTHUR L. GASSETT.
Wltneqses
C. H. DORER,
WARD HOOVER.
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