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To all whom it m@y CONCErv:
Be it known that we, HENRY DAHLMAN, of

Cambridge, in the county of Tsantiand State

of anesot&, and THEODOR BLOMGREN, of
Stanchfield, in the county of Isantiand State

of anesota, have invented a new and Im- |

proved Capodastro, of which the following is
a full) clear, and exact description.

The invention relates to stringed musical
instruments, such as guitars, violins, &e.,

and its object is to provide a new and im-

proved capodastro, which is simple and dura-
ble in construction, can be quickly and con-
venlently placed and locked in position, and
serves to uniformly hold, quickly tighten, and
shorten the vibrations of the several strings
on the neck of the instrument whenever it is
desired to raise the tone of the instrument to
a higher key.

The invention consists of a cushioned plate
adapted to extend across the strings on the

neck of the instrument, a yoke pivotally con-

nected with the said plate, a clamping-arm
pivoted on the yoke and adapted to engage
with its free end the under side of the neck,

‘and a hand-lever for pressing the said arm

into contact with the neck of the instrument.
The invention also consists of certain parts

~and details and combinations of the same, as
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will be hereinafter deseribed, and then point-
ed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in Whlch similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the Improve-

ment as applied, the strings and neck of the
instrument being shown in section. Fig. 2 is
a like view of the same with the clampmm
a,lm disengaged from the neck, and Fig. 3 18
a plan view of the same.
‘The improved capodastro is prowded with

a plate A, provided ab its under side with a |

cushion B, adapted to engage the strings C of
the instrument to pressthe said strings firmly

~ in place on top of the neck D in order to raise

P

the tone of the instrument.

The plate A ex-
tends transversely across the neck of the in-

strument and is formed at its middle with a

lng K, pivotally connected with a yoke I, pref-
erably made U-shaped, so as to extend trans-

versely on one side of the neck to reach with
its lowerarm under the neck, as plalnly shown
in Iigs. 1 and 2.

- On the lower end of the yoke I is pwoted
an arm G, formed on the top of its free end
with a cushlon H, adapted to engage the un-
der side of the neck D opposite the plate A,
as plainly shown inFig. 1.- The arm G is piv-
otally eonnected mear its fulecrum with one
end of a V-shaped spring I, connected with a

| hand-leverJ,fulerumed on thelower endof the
arm F, which latter is considerably widened

at its lower end to conveniently accommodate

the pivots for the arm G and the lever J.

When the lever J is in position, as shown in

| Fig. 2, the arm (is swung downward, so that

the capodastro can be easily placed with its
cushioned plate A onto the strings of the
neck D from one side.

In order to clamp the strings in place on
the neck ), the operator takes hold of the le-
ver J and moves the Same downward in the

direction of the arrow a’,so that the V-shaped

spring I, connected with the said lever J ;
causes the arm & to swing upward and presses

the ceushioned end H firmly in contact with

the under side of the neck D. When the le-
ver .J has been swung into the position shown
in Fig. 1, the cushloned plate A has firmly
pressed the strings into contact with the top
of the neck D, so that the tone of the instru-
ment when pla,yed 1s raised according to the
distance the capodastro has been placed on
the neck between the head and the bridge of
the instrument.

Tt will be seen by reference to Fig. 1 that
the pivot-points of the spring I, the arm G,
and lever J are so arranged that the spring
locks the lever J in position, the pivot-points

of the spring and leverJ being a distanceup-.

ward of the 11[16 extending f10111 the fulerum

of the lever J and the plvot connecting the

spring 1 with the arm G. The yielding con-
nection between the arm G and the lever J
serves 1o accommodate the cushioned plate A
to the various-sized strings of the instrument,
so that the several strings are forced with
equal pressure onto the neck D, so that the
said strings are equally tightened to produce
tones of fulland rich quality when theinstru-
ment 18 played.
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When it is desired to remove the capodas-
tro from the neck of the instrument, the op-

erator presses on the lever J until the pivot
of the spring I on the said lever is below the
line extending between the fulerum of the le-
ver J and the pivot of the spring I on the

arm . The force of the spring I then com-
pletely opens the several parts without fur-

ther assistance from the operator, the several
parts swinging into the position shown in

IFig. 2 to permit the operator to conveniently

remove the capodastro from the neck of the
instrument. The yielding connection be-
tween the lever J and the arm G also permits

the use of the capodastro on instruments the

necks of which vary in size.

Having thus fully described our invention,
we claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

1. A ecapodastro comprising a cushioned
plate adapted to extend across the strings on
the neck of the instrument, a yoke pivotally
connected with the said plate, a clamping-
arm pivoted on the yoke and adapted to en-

468,193

gage with its free end the under side of the 23

neck, a hand- lever fulerumed on the said
yoke and connected with the said arm, and a
yvielding connection between the said lever
and the said arm, substantially as shown and
described. |

2. A capodastro comprising a cushioned
plate adapted to engage the strings on the
neck of the instrument, a yoke pivotally con-
nected with the said plate, an arm pivoted on
the lower end of the said yoke and provided
with a cushion adapted to engage the under
side of the neck of the instrument, a V-shaped
spring connected at one end with the said
arm, and a lever fulerumed on the lower end
of the said yoke and connected with the other
end of the said spring, substantially as shown
and described,

HENRY DAIILMAN.
THEODOR BLOMGREN.

Witnesses:
M. A. PETERSON,
PETER JOHNSON.
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