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Yo all whony Tt may conceriv:

I3e it known that I, ABEL II. FROST, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Bed-Bottoms; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable othersskilled in the art to which
it appertains tomake and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

The object of this invention is to produce
a, bed-bottom of proper width for two persons
the surface of which is generally flexible, but
which has the portions at each side of a rela-
tively narrow strip extending lengthwise
through the middle of the bed-bottom less
fexible than such middle strip, such middle
strip being given merely sufficient firmness
to unite the relatively stiff side portions. - by
reason of this construction either side of the
bed-bottom may yield to the weight of the
sleeper and descend independently ot the
other side. and while so descending 1t may
retain a substantially horizontal position in-
stead of canting toward the middle of the bed
and also drawing down with it the adjacent
ortion of the oppositeside of the bed-bottom.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan of a bed-bottom embodying my im-
provement. IFig. 2 is an enlarged side view
of a portion of the bed-bottom. Iig. 31s a
section in line a b of Fig. 1. |

A A are the ordinary end rails, and B B
the side rails, forming the frame of what is
known in the trade as a ‘“woven-wire mat-
tress.”

C is the woven-wire fabric, stretched from

one of the rails A to the other in the well-
known manner.

D D are shafts of wood or other suitable
firm material secured transversely to the fab-
ric C, each such strip extending from the
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outer margin of the fabric almostto the mid-
dle of the latter, so that a strip C’ is left along
the middle of the fabrie without the shafts
D. A broad strip C? of the fabrie C is thus
covered by the shafts D at each side of the
strip C/. Said strips C° are each stiffened
transversely, while the strip C’ remains flexi-
ble. When a person lies on either strip C-
said portion of the bed - bottom will not col-
lapse nor cant, but will merely settle down, ac-
cording to the weight of the sleeper. If two
persons of unequal weight occupy the bed,
the strip C? having upon it the heavier per-
son may settle lower than the other strip C-,
and since the strip C’ is flexible the latter 1s
free to turninto an oblique position, as shown
in Fig. 3, and allow each strip C* to stand in
the horizontal position. The shafts ) may
be secured to the fabric C by penetrating the
latter, as shown in Fig. 2, or they may be se-
cured in any other suitable manner. The
fabric may be composed of flexible or pliable
material other than woven wire.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a bed-bottom, the combination, with
the fabrie - supporting frame, of a fabric C,
composed of the middle strip C" and the side
strips (2, said side strips having applied to
them transversely stiffening-shafts D, and
said middle strip C7 being relatively pliable,
substantially as shown and described.

9. In a bed-bottom, the combination, with
a fabric-supporting frame, of woven - wire
strips C%, shafts D D, penetrating said strips
C? transversely, and a middle strip C" of
woven-wire fabric located between and joined
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to the strips C?, substantially as shown and

described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,in
presence of two witnesses, this 16th day of
August, in the year 1390.

ABEL H. FROST.

VWitnesses: | '
LLExNA C. HUBBARD,
CYRUS KEHR.
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