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1o all whom it may concern:

| or bearing portion A isprovided with agroove

"Be it known that I, CHARLES 1I. JENNE, a | B, either the entire length of the rail oronly

citizen of the United States, residing at Indi-
anapolis, in the county of Marion and State of
Indiana, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Rails and Rail-Joints; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exactdescription of said invention, refer-
ence being had tothe accompanying drawings,
and to the letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.
My invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in devices for securing together
the abutting ends cf rails. |

| for a suitable distance at each end. Thefor-

mer construction is, however, preferred, as the
cost of forming such a depression in the bot-

tom of the bearing portion would beless than.

the saving of metal occasioned thereby, while
the strength of the rail would not be materi-
ally affected. The latter form would allew
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the device to be applied and would produce a

joint as secure as in the other instance.
While the ends of the rails may be cut at

right angles to the length of the rail, asis or-

dinarily the practice, I find that by forming

15 The object of the invention is to provide | the ends at a slant to the length, which may
an effective rail-joint which shall be simple | be forty-five degrees,greatadditional strength
in its parts and cheap in construction, and | is given to the joints and better adapts them
which shall act to hold the abutting ends to- | to the use of my rail-joint. This, while be-
gether and thereby preserve the perfect align- | ing productive of the greatest strength, issimn- 7o
20 ment of the rails in conjunetion with the rails, | ply a preferred form; but it may be equally
which are varied somewhat in their construe- | as well used on rails having their ends cut at
tion for the purpose of applying the joining | right angles.
device. The rail-joint consists of the splice-bar or
My invention consists in a novel construc- | fish-plate C and the clamps D, the splice-bar 753
25 tion of rail-joint consisting of a splice-bar | corresponding in form to the groove or de-
adapted to fit a correspondingly -shaped | pression within the bearing portion of therail.
groove or depression within the bearing por- | This bar or plate C when placed within the
tion of the rails at their abutting ends, and | groove of the rail will not project beyond the
| clamping or binding bands which extend un- | groove, but be snugly fitted therein and vir- o
30 derthe splice-bar, with the ends clamped over | tually making the rail at that point as it
~ the flange of the said bearing portion, and to | would be without such a groove. |
certain other novel features, all as hereinaf- The clamps D, which areemployed for hold-
ter described and elaimed. ing the splice-bar C in place, are ecomposed of
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is | suitable metal bars having their ends bent 35
35 a top or plan view of the ends of two abut- | over toward each other to nearly conform on
ting rails, showing the ends of the clamps | its inner face with a cross-section of the foot
~ folded over on the foot or base of the rail. { or bearing portion of the rail. T'he clamps
Fig. 2 is a view in side elevation of the two | thus formed are slipped on the foot-plate of
abutting rails as connected by means of my | the rail, and are held to said bearing portion 9o
go improved rail-joint. Ifig. 3 is a bottom or | by the dovetail connection formed thereby.
plan view of the rails, disclosing to view the | When the abutting ends of the rails are
groove extending along the underside of the | broughtintotheir proper position to be joined
foot or bearing portion of the rail with the | and the splice-bar C placed to extend across
splice-bar clamped therein at the joint. Iig. | the joint and in the groove of each rail, the 95
45 4 is a perspective view of the end of a rail, | clamps D, which have been previously slipped
showing the splice-bar'secured in the groove | on the foot of the rail, are brought to a suit-
of the base portion. Fig. 5 is an end view of | able position over the bar C and made secure
the rail with the rail-joint applied thereto. by hammering the overlapping ends of the
The rail to which my joining device is | clamp down on the upper portion of thefoot- 100
so adapted to beapplied is of any well-known or | piece A, and thus the clamp is prevented

desirable form, differing onlyin that thefoot | from being displaced and made to complete




bar in the groove, this form, however being |

o

the locking of the joint.
devices can also be used forsecuring thesplice-

preferred by reason of 1L<5 mmpllmty and

¢cheapnessinconstructionand the faclhty w1th |

RS which it can be applied.

Having desecribed my: iiWentlou what 1

! ;cla,lm and deswe to secure by Lettel 5 Pautent

- IO

~ adapted to fit a eouespondmn*ly shaped
~groove or depression within the bearing por- |
tion of the rails at their abutting ends, and :
. cla,mpmn' or binding bands whleh extend un-

',15

1s—
1. A rall-;]omt consisting of a spltce-bar

der the splice-bar Wlt]l the endsclamped over

Othet well-known

467,935

2. A railroad-rail having the ends

groove or depression formed in the lower or

Intestimony whereof I ﬂlﬁ‘{ mysmu(btule in
Lhe Dre%enoe of two subseribing witnesses.

W1tnesses. -
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‘the flange of: the said bearmo‘ pc)rtmn Sl.lb-: L
-sta,ntmlly as and for the purpose set forth.
- cubt or
formed on a slant or incline and: having a
20
i bearing portion, in combination with a splice-
{ bar adapted to fit in the groove or depres-
sion, and a clamp for ]101(‘11110' the bm sub-

g .stantlally as described.
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